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SANCTIONS
MAY EASE FOR
SUPERYACHTS

Covid pandemics and sanctions on Russian owners saw risk strategy 
settings hit “high alert”, but on balance the superyacht sector seems to 
be weathering these storms, and brighter outlooks are on the horizon.

WORDS BRUCE MAXWELL PHOTOS YARDS AND AGENTS
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Now-abating covid crises left key craftsmen off work, and 
conversely resulted in a buying boom across the boat building 
industry in 2021-22, from cabin cruisers to superyachts.

Would-be owners saw immense “family and friends” value 
in the independent gatherings and travel safety that private yachts 
offer. Those who had been hesitating signed contracts. Orders piled up. 
Pleasant lifestyles proved possible, an antidote to gaol-like lockdowns.

If one already had a superyacht and private plane, it was more 
a matter of adjusting to circumstances. Chatting with Lord Irvine 
Laidlaw, a long-time colleague and founder of Monaco Yacht Show, 
who had his 68m Feadship Lady Christine in Indonesia and Australia 
as the covid saga began, he carried on as normal, merely ensuring 
that effective vaccines were available for all, including his crew, 
Gulfstream pilots and land-based staff.

Lady Christine continued through French Polynesia and eventually 
back to the Med. Lord Laidlaw, a former resident of Hong Kong and 
Singapore in his younger years and still a very accomplished sailor, 
says he is returning soon, this time to Phuket and the vast Philippines 
archipelago.

He is less sympathetic to the plight of Russian superyacht 
owners, while allowing that “they probably have no direct influence 

on Russian President Vladimir Putin and his war. The Ukrainians 
on the other hand have lost everything. We are in a hybrid, totally 
unnecessary war with Russia. Everyone suffers”.

Herein lies the rub. Russian oligarchs own some of the largest 
superyachts in the world today, and they are among the most active 
owners. In issuing “sanctions”, who loses, and is it legal?

Europe found when it applied broader financial sanctions that 
Russia retaliated by restricting its gas supplies, which could have a 
significant effect this northern winter.

The EU further shot itself in the foot in that the builders of these 
large private yachts are mostly European. Suddenly new builds 
that could be worth €400-€500 million each were off the books or 
suspended. Refit and repair yards lost Russian clients too. 

Superyachts traditionally are meant to spend about 10 per cent of 
their value annually in insurance, crew wages often laid out locally, 
and shore-based running costs. All sorts of European businesses, from 
marinas to food and beverage suppliers, lose out.

Sanctions themselves were issued by the United States and 
the European Union, with sundry others such as Britain, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan and even Taiwan taking partial part.

Turkey, which is now rivalling Italy as the largest yacht builder in 
the world, is not enforcing sanctions. Nor are many Middle East and 
Indian Ocean ports, Russia itself and China, and Mexico.

Since Putin invaded Ukraine in late February, 2022, only a dozen 
or so private yachts out of nearly 400 believed to be Russian-owned 
have been “arrested”, and one, the 73m Axioma built by Turkish yard 
Dunya, has been sold in Gibraltar.

That enforced sale, however, took place because of a debt to 
American bankers JP Morgan, and the legality of vessels “arrested” as 
a result of “sanctions” applied by any country has yet to be tested.

The situation has become more complicated in that, because of 
Putin’s undeclared war, all sorts of non-specialist media have jumped 
on marine traffic and other internet bandwagons to identify Russian 
and non-Russian owners, vessel locations, and to recycle stories from 
sources that are dubious in the first place.

So the bottom line is that authorities are stepping back somewhat 
to reconsider what sort of imbroglio they have created, and whether 

the ownership of “arrested” superyachts, which are often held by 
complex inter-related shareholdings and trusts in third countries, can 
be established, even if the sanctioning countries can legally award 
themselves powers of “arrest” in widely varying circumstances.

New owners of Russian superyachts, if acquired in forced sales, 
will presumably be feeling a little nervous about their title deeds, and 
would not be visiting any Russian-sympathetic ports any time soon.  

What too of the Russians? Some of these people are discernibly 
anti-Putin, and yet bureaucrats have placed them on sanctions lists. 
Or they are not sanctioned, but their businesses have been destroyed.

Others who have backed Putin could be in a combined position to 
topple him, but how will they react if the West blatantly tries to pinch 
their boats?

Western pundits agree Putin’s war is one man’s madness, but an 
acceptable resolution must be rapidly found, or there is risk of a 
nuclear World War 3. Lifting various sanctions could be a high card on 
the table. Meanwhile check out the saga of #9 Amadea, a 106 m vessel 
that spent months under “arrest”, which follows.

Dutch-based website www.superyachttimes.com produces an 
annual report called The State of Yachting 2022 which is 
available free and is far more comprehensive than space 
available here.

“The United States and Russia remain the most important buyer 
nations for in-build superyachts over 40m”, it says. “This is unchanged 
from 2021. Turkey is still in third place overall, but may soon cede to 
Germany and Britain, which currently occupy fourth and fifth place.

“The share of new-build ownership of the United States continues 
to grow, and now stands at 23 per cent of in-build yachts.

“The appetite of Russian buyers for new-builds has been moving in 
the opposite direct, and now stands at 13 per cent.

“If we look at Russian-owned yachts completed between 2017-
2021, we see that Russians bought 17 per cent of the projects which 
were started for the client, and 11 per cent of the speculation projects. 
So judging by the data, Russians prefer custom builds”.

The report notes that Australians and Canadians keep amassing 
superyachts, but overlooks the enormous investments of the Chinese 
diaspora, which has been just as significant if not more so.

Amels 180 Limited Editions have proved ultra-popular among 
new Asia-Pacific buyers, for example, and Amels and parent Damen 
Yachting, whose Yacht Support Vessels are now augmented by Luxury 
Explorer Vessels, remain the largest fleet in Top 100 Superyachts of 
Asia-Pacific 2023.

Lürssens have increased sharply, and with Benetti, Feadship and 
rising Oceanco owners form the core of superyachts that have cruised 
or chartered in Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean waters now and in 
decades past.

The contretemps between China and Taiwan obviously raises 
ongoing questions, but it is hoped that any looming Chinese versus 
Chinese conflict can be settled peacefully, both sides and their 
supporters having witnessed the bleak Russian-Ukraine tragedy. 
Ukrainians, incidentally, also own 25 superyachts over 40m.

At last count mainland China had 607 billionaires, second only 
to America’s 735, and although there have been crack-downs in the 
IT, property, video games and private education sectors, capitalism 
survives despite or because of President Xi Jinping’s “socialism with 
Chinese influences”. Human rights issues remain a worry.

Over 60 million Chinese, some citizens of other countries for 

generations, and are not necessarily enamoured of mainland policies.
Taiwan is Asia’s largest boat builder, with small superyacht brands 

like Horizon and Ocean Alexander leading the way, the former a 
member of the Super Yacht Builders Association or SYBAss. It is also 
by far the largest builder of OEM American-branded boats.

Mainland Chinese boatyards are set up in places like Zhuhai near 
Macau, Xiamen formerly known as Amoy, and Shanghai, and some of 
these are also owned by Taiwanese.

Echo Yachts in the Australian Marine Complex in Western 
Australia has seen its Sales and Marketing Manager, Chris Blackwell, 
elected new Chairman of Superyacht Australia.

His yard recently delivered by far the largest volume all-
aluminium superyacht built in Australia, the 84m White Rabbit G, and 
they also constructed the largest composite boat in the Yacht Support 
Vessel Charley, both for a Singapore family. Echo Yachts has further 
become a popular refit and repair base in recent years.

In accessories, the New Zealand-Dutch firm Maxwell has extended 
its range of ultra-high quality superyacht windlasses, capstans and 
winches – used for safe anchoring solutions – and is writing contracts 
with an increasing range of builders and captains on behalf of owners.

These sophisticated systems can cost US$500,000 each at higher 
custom levels, and their dependability is what counts at any stage of 
the attractively priced production range.

Also in the Pacific, the Nawi Island Marina in Fiji, capable of 
taking superyachts to 85m, has opened for business. An update 
is provided in the following pages. Five-star villas are being built 
overlooking these sport fishing friendly waters.

Finally, an intriguing scenario in the last year was the strange case 
of Jimmy Blee, who serviced superyacht voyagers in Bali, Indonesia, 
for some time as an Asia-Pacific Superyachts rep.

A container ship called Areti docked at Newcastle, north of Sydney. 
Nearby a dead diver was found floating, and packages of cocaine 
reportedly worth A$20 million were recovered. Then a man departing 
Cairns Airport was suddenly detained in connection with the case. 
This turned out to be Jimmy Blee. He was later charged.

The last time I spoke to Jimmy by mobile phone, expecting to 
reach him in Bali, he said he had returned to Queensland, as the 
superyacht traffic through Bali’s Benoa Harbour was not heavy enough 
to sustain an agent. How seemingly sad. The upshot of these events 
can doubtless be followed online in future.

Moon Sand built by Lürssen for an Asian owner voyaged up the Thames to London soon after delivery. At only 55m she is relatively small
for this leading German yard, but in fact 50-90m builds are their stock-in-trade, attracting less publicity than their famous larger sisters

Marine accessories continue to play vital roles. Maxwell windlasses, capstans and 
winches from New Zealand are very high-quality and used by many boat builders. 

For a larger superyacht, these anchoring systems could cost US$500,000, but 
provide peace of mind that one’s vessel is firmly secured

Amels Custom and Limited Editions superyachts, and parent Damen Yachting’s 
Yacht Support Vessels and Luxury Explorers, again headed the Top 100 Asia-

Pacific list by number of entries, and 55m Limited Editions 180s such as Asian-
owned Papa shown here are proving highly popular. Lürssens registered a sharp 

increase too, and Benettis, Feadships and Oceancos are in strong demand
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One of the most classic Feadships in Asia-Pacific, Double Haven, is now offered for sale. Used as a floating office in Micronesia and the Philippines, a book was written 
about her, and similar lines appeared in the portfolios of many designers. Long-time Asian superyacht agent Bart Kimman is the owner’s rep. See also #85.
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1Nord
142m Lürssen
Nord arrived in the Russian Pacific port of Vladivostok after a 
remarkable 6,700 nm voyage from the Seychelles, then in October 
voyaged south again to Hong Kong. Delivered at Lürssen’s Bremen yards 
in 2021, her exterior and interior are both by leading Italian designers 
Nuvolari and Lenard, under the supervision of Florida’s Moran Yacht 
and Ship. Powered by twin MTUs, she has a top speed of 20 knots, and 
carries 36 guests. There are two helicopter landing pads, zero speed 
stabilisers, and state-of-the-art amenities, including a swimming pool, 
movie theatre, beach club, tender garage, elevator, spa and gym, beauty 
salon and underwater lights. Nord has a very advanced nitrogen removal 
and noise reduction exhaust system developed exclusively by Lürssen. 

Ocean Victory
140m Fincantieri
Alleged Russian-owned yachts 
are treated this year as being at 
their last known location. Some 
switched off AIS Marine Traffic 
responders, a usual insurance 
condition, after Russia invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022, and sanctions were imposed by the US, 
EU, Britain and various other countries. See the preview feature 
for fuller details. Ocean Victory was in the Maldives in the Indian 
Ocean, and has voyaged extensively in Asia-Pacific waters. Built by 
the very large Italian cruise ship and naval yard Fincantieri, which 
started a superyacht sector in 2005, exterior design is by Espen 
Øino and interiors by the late Alberto Pinto and Laura Sessa. Rated 
SOLAS, she carries 26 guests in 13 suites.

Flying Fox
136m Lürssen
Targeted also by sanctions on Russian owners, Flying Fox 
retreated to Turkey, which provides sanctuary for a growing 
fleet of such vessels, although she does not conceal her 
whereabouts. She has chartered for the last two seasons in the 
Indian Ocean, the largest private yacht to do so. Flying Fox, 
featured in Top 100 last year, is another Espen Øino design, and 
takes 25 guests. Facilities aboard are absolutely immaculate. 
Rate is believed to be circa €3.5m a week. Highlights include 
sea terraces and an enormous aft swimming pool arranged 
athwartships, enabling infinity views over the transom. 

Motor Yacht A
118 Blohm & Voss
The unusual reverse-bow Motor Yacht A was built 
by Hamburg-based Blohm & Voss, now part of 
Lürssen Yachts’ three yards at Bremen, Hamburg and 
Rendsberg where it builds the world’s largest private 
yachts, and many more in the 50-90m range. Motor 
Yacht A, so-called to distinguish her from an even 
larger Sailing Yacht A, has cruised Asia-Pacific and 
Indian Ocean waters for years, and is a familiar sight 
in both our cities and remoter island countries and 
archipelagos. She was last in the Maldives, and has a 
preference for Ras al Khaimah in the Gulf. Design is 
by the unconventional Frenchman Philippe Starck. 
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TIS been a real MADSUMMER – 

the sky was a bright QUANTUM BLUE and every 

day began like an ELYSIAN dream with the 

AURORA of the warm RISING SUN. 

In the evening, thanks to the light of a CRESCENT 

moon, I’d look at the PLATINUM mountains, 

where a FLYING FOX would escape from the bat 

caves into unknowable OASIS of the deep night.

Even the very smallest things were magical, such as 

a tiny SEA STAR, in a vast CORAL OCEAN. 

Then one day, it all started with a BLIND DATE. 

I met her in ONTARIO, she was RADIANT. 

I hoped that one day she’d BE MINE and that 

together our possibilities would be nothing less than 

LIMITLESS in this wonderful BELLA VITA. 

It was KISMET, fate, and I’d found my ACE.

Anything can happen onboard a LÜRSSEN:
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Ulysses
116m Kleven
Largest of two expedition yachts built at a commercial yard in 
Norway by New Zealand billionaire Graeme Hart, Ulysses was 
at Colon at our deadline, about to enter the Panama Canal and 
thence the Pacific. This is the latest in a long line of Ulysses 
for Hart, starting with a 49m Feadship last century, although 
he has also owned a variety of vessels of other names. At one 
stage it was widely reported that Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg 
and his Chinese wife Priscilla Chan had long-leased or bought 
the vessel, but that has since been debunked.

6Pelorus
115m Lürssen
Hong Kong businessman Samuel Tak Lee keeps a low profile 
but his diverse interests include superyachts. We are informed 
that he has added Pelorus to his fleet, a Lürssen delivered 
in 2003 and previously owned by superyacht royalty Roman 
Abramovich and David Geffen. The vessel designed by Tim 
Heywood with interiors by Terence Disdale is currently at a 
shipyard on the Elbe River in Germany. Tak Lee is also said 
to own 72m Kogo at Palm Beach, Florida. 
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IJE
108m Benetti
Named after children Indigo, Jackson and Emmanuele by former 
wife Erica Baxter, much has changed for high-profile Australian 
owner James Packer in the past year. Media interests amassed by 
grandfather Sir Frank and father Kerry had long been sold, and now 
the last of his casino holdings in Crown, which operated primarily in 
Australia and Macau, has been bought by a private equity company. 
Other ventures beckon, and whether this includes keeping or selling 
IJE as she primarily cruises the Pacific Coast of Mexico, the South 
Pacific, and the Med, remains to be seen. See also 88m Arctic.

Andromeda
107m Kleven

Smaller of the two expedition yachts Graeme Hart built in Norway 
and originally called Ulysses, this vessel was reportedly sold to 

a Russian, and is now caught up in the imbroglio of the Russia-
Ukraine War and its resultant sanctions. She has cruised Asia-

Pacific and the Indian Ocean extensively, and when we last heard 
was in the Seychelles. Like the Maldives, these former French-

British administered islands are apparently considered safe 
havens at present. Able to carry 30 guests in 15 staterooms, this 

product of Hart’s do-it-yourself philosophy has its admirers, albeit 
build costs and operating figures are not available.

Amadea
106m Lürssen
The most complex case arising so far from sanctions on 
Russian-associated yachts involves Amadea, which was 
“arrested” at Lautoka, the second largest city in Fiji, a 
former British colony that later became an independent 
republic. Jurisdiction, actual ownership and other issues 
were argued in court, and months later US agencies were 
awarded control of the vessel. A US crew then sailed her 
5,000 nm from Fiji to San Diego via Honolulu in Hawaii. 
Considerable costs were thus being amassed. Reports 
at our deadline suggest the US is preparing to sell the 
vessel, said to be valued at US$325 m when she was 
delivered by Lürssen in 2017. Whether any new owner 
can be confident of irrevocable title under this unusual 
process is discussed in the preview feature.

Attessa IV
101m Evergreen Nagasaki

One of the original Asian superyachts, Attessa IV was 
launched as the 91m Evergreen, private flagship of Chang 

Yung Fa, Chairman of Taiwan’s Evergreen shipping and 
transport conglomerate. Built at a commercial Japanese 

shipyard, she was not exactly luxurious, but joined David 
Lieu’s Van Triumph in Hong Kong and Brian Chang’s Asean 
Lady in Singapore and Malaysia as a fore-runner of locally 

owned large private yachts. She has lately had an extension, 
and hangs out on the Pacific coasts of Canada and the US.

Charter Private
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15Tranquility
91.5m Oceanco
Malaysian-owned and available for charter through Camper and 
Nicholsons or sale via Burgess, Tranquility was built to the breakthrough 
Passenger Yacht Code, allowing 22 guests in 9-11 suites, whereas in 
days of yore, a maximum 12 guests was standard. She is also ice-classed, 
not that this is much use in the tropics, but handy if Antarctic or Arctic 
waters are on the schedule, and she has at least one fully certified helipad. 
Builders Oceanco are one of the Netherlands leading superyacht yards, 
and are known for taking on innovative, large-scale projects.

Cloud 9
89m Oceanco

Australian retail magnate Brett Blundy, who also has an apartment 
in Singapore, has owned a succession of superyachts called Cloud 9, 
built at CMN, CRN, Sanlorenzo and this year by Oceanco. The latest 

was at Monaco Yacht Show. An Espen Øino design with interiors 
by Sinot and David Kleinberg, the vessel was launched in 2014 

as Infinity, but her owner has another vessel building at Oceanco. 
Agents Burgess naturally did not name the parties, but said in a 

separate statement that they represented both. “Among the yacht’s 
features is a 5m diameter circular pool, a wellness spa with beauty 

salon and gym, and an owner’s lounge deck that converts into a 
cinema”, they said. The new Cloud 9 has a top speed of 20 knots, a 

range of 6,000 nm, and both dynamic and zero speed stabilisers.

Charter Private

Illusion Plus
89m Pride Mega Yachts
Burgess lists Illusion Plus for sale at USD 84m. Presently in the Med, 
she was built by Pride Mega Yachts in Yantai, in collaboration with 
world-class consultants, including Dutch naval architects Azure, 
exterior designers Rainsford Saunders, and with a stunning interior 
by Sinot Yacht Design. The vessel spans six decks and has incredible 
volume. A Rolls-Royce diesel-electric propulsion package is fitted 
producing an ultra-efficient performance. Features include an 
enormous master suite, double-height atrium, state-of-the-art wellness 
facilities and gym, touch-and-go helipad, and an elevator.

Here Comes The Sun
89m Amels

Reportedly purchased by New Zealand’s richest man Graeme Hart, 
the vessel is now registered to Ulysses 11 Ltd in the BVI, according 

to the website superyachtfan.com. Initially named after the 1969 
Beatles song, and sold as Amels largest Limited Edition 272 or 
83m, another 6m was added in a recent refit which also saw the 

hull colour change to deep blue and helipad added astern.

Asean Lady
88m Yantai Raffles
Cruising the South China Sea East Coast of Malaysia during the sou-
west monsoon, Tan Sri Vincent Tan of Berjaya fame is near one of his 
early developments, Tioman Island Resort, where many Southeast 
Asian children learnt to sail. A keen soccer supporter, especially of 
Cardiff in Wales, he took an equity interest in Asean Lady with Asian 
superyacht pioneer Brian Chang some years ago, and now in retirement 
has taken over its voyaging program. The vessel is an unusual proa 
design, with a second stabilising hull, built at Yantai on the Bohai Gulf 
20 years ago. Chang’s brother Julian and wife Sandra are well-known 
promoters of ocean conservation through the Seakeepers Society.

© ED CAVENDISH
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Zen
88m Feadship
Secrecy surrounds this vessel which the Superyachtfan website 
says belongs to Wu Guangming, a billionaire producer of medical 
devices such as blood pressure gauges, from Jiangsu, although 
news agencies report fellow billionaire Jack Ma of tech company 
Alibaba appearing prominently aboard Zen in the Balaerics last 
year. Ma was born in Zhejiang. Both provinces border Shanghai, 
but Ma has lived in Hong Kong and elsewhere overseas for long 
periods. China has cracked down on some billionaires, particularly 
in the tech sector, but still has 607, second only to 735 in the US. 
Feadship declines to comment about Zen.

Arctic
88m Schichau Unterweser
Based in French Polynesia for a second 
season, Arctic is a classic luxury expedition 
yacht that at €400K a week for 12 guests in 
7 suites is very attractively priced. She has 
long been part of the superyacht-owning 
Packer family fleet, often anchored off the 
Hotel du Cap-Eden Roc in Antibes during 
past Med cruises. Now run by daughter 
Gretel with mum Ros advising, agents 
Y.CO suggest visiting remoter Tuamotus 
isles, although the Society Group including 
Bora Bora is popular, and once arriving in 
Papeete in Tahiti, there are other lovely 
archipelagos to consider.

Charter Private
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Amatasia ex-Areti
85m Lürssen
Cruising the Med last season as Amatasia, this vessel made her 
Monaco Yacht Show debut in 2017 for a Russian owner, but was 
later purchased in Asia-Pacific and spent some time between 
Cairns and Lizard Island, where new Great Barrier Reef corals 
have been appearing recently after several bleaching episodes 
caused by warming water. Burgess handled both sides of the sale. 
She carries 18 guests in nine staterooms, and has an impressive 
range of 6,000 nm at 12 knots, powered by twin MTUs.

Bold
85m SilverYachts

Australian-built all-aluminium superyacht Bold has been cruising 
in the Med. Designed as a particularly fast explorer by world-

renowned Norwegian designer Espen Øino, she was launched in 
2019 and made her debut at Monaco Yacht Show. This is the fifth 

SilverYachts vessel since the yard was established in the early 
2000s south of Freemantle, Western Australia, to take advantage of 

aluminium shipbuilding expertise available there. Two 73ms and 
two 77ms comprised the first four, initially sold in the Middle East.

Globalfast
85m SilverYachts

Sister ship to Bold, this project was originally called Silver Loft, 
but has recently been renamed Globalfast, and a press release says 
she has been sold to an Asian client. The yard has previously had 

a 100m Global Explorer on its projected build list. Globalfast’s 
handover in Western Australia is scheduled for late 2022. In 

recent years Chinese aluminium specialist Zhongwang bought 
controlling equity in SilverYachts from German founder Guido 

Krass, and Cambodian entrepreneurs have also acquired minority 
equity. Another yard, SilverYachts Jiangmen, has been set up in 
the Greater Bay Area of the Pearl River beyond Hong Kong and 

Macau, and it has been announced that a 36m SilverCat built there 
has been sold, also to an Asian client.
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White Rabbit G
84m Echo Yachts
Echo Yachts, using former Oceanfast premises in the Australian Marine 
Complex south of Fremantle and Perth, has launched the largest aluminium 
and composite superyachts built in Australia, only now nudged by Bold and 
Globalfast in the yard next door on LOA but White Rabbit G is nearly twice 
their volume. It seems fitting that Echo’s Sales and Marketing Manager Chris 
Blackwell is the new Chairman of Superyacht Australia. He points out that White 
Rabbit G, a very sophisticated aluminium trimaran, requires about 40 per cent 
less propulsion power than a traditional steel monohull, which allows significant 
fuel and emissions savings. The yard offers free initial design consultations with 
owners and captains. WR G is based at Marina at Keppel Bay in Singapore, and 
is part of a family-owned fleet that has other listings in Top 100. Ilona

82m Amels
Long-resident in Europe, this flagship of the Australian Lowy 

family fleet was built as a custom Amels 20 years ago, and 
was recently lengthened to 82m during a refit. Other smaller 
superyachts are kept in Australia for Pacific waters use, but 

patriarch Frank Lowy, retired chairman of Westfield shopping 
centres, is an aficionado of the European soccer leagues. 

Amels is part of Damen Yachting, still offering custom builds 
but also Limited Editions delivered in two years as well as 

Luxury Explorer and Yacht Support Vessels.

Rocinante
78m Lürssen
Roaming both the North and South Pacific 
in recent years, Rocinante spent much 
of the covid era in New Zealand, which 
until recently was relatively isolated 
from the global pandemic. Lately she has 
moved to Papeete for better access to the 
five fascinating archipelagos of French 
Polynesia. Launched by Lürssen as 
Madsummer in 2008, she was later known 
as TV, and is now named after Don Quixote’s 
horse in the celebrated early 17th century 
Miguel de Cervantes novel.

Sea Eagle 11
81m Royal 
Huisman
Built for an experienced 
Taiwan owner whose earlier Sea Eagle was also built at picture-
postcard Royal Huisman’s yard near Amsterdam, this sleek, three-
masted schooner has been put through her paces recently, sailing 
from the South Pacific to the Adriatic in the last year. She was 
designed by Dykstra naval architects and Mark Whitely, and features 
a plumb bow and modern Panamax rig by Rondal. The wealthy owner 
has previously offered to endow a Chinese version of the five Nobel 
Prizes, which include a much-publicised Peace category.

Charter Private

La Datcha
77m Damen Yachting
Recently on the Pacific coast of Mexico, newly-launched luxury 
expedition yacht La Datcha was our cover story for the annual edition 
of Top 100 last year, and as promised she handled some spectacular 
charterers in the relatively untried waters of the far north Pacific and 
the Bering Sea, off Kamchatka in eastern Russia. But being Russian 
owned, further planned Pacific and Antarctic voyages have been put 
on hold until the sanctions situation is resolved.
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Australia’s 100% Custom large Superyacht, Expedition and Yacht Support Vessel builder.Australia’s 100% Custom large Superyacht, Expedition and Yacht Support Vessel builder.
 International Award winning Design Innovation, Performance and Efficiency. International Award winning Design Innovation, Performance and Efficiency.

 Monohulls  |  Catamarans  |  Trimarans Monohulls  |  Catamarans  |  Trimarans
 Aluminium  |  Composite  |  Steel Aluminium  |  Composite  |  Steel

Large Superyacht Refit & Maintenance specialists.Large Superyacht Refit & Maintenance specialists.
Australia’s largest Superyacht maintenance facilities.Australia’s largest Superyacht maintenance facilities.

Sales enquiries: sales@echoyachts.com.auSales enquiries: sales@echoyachts.com.au
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Boadicea
77m Amels
Originally built for Australian media mogul Reg Grundy, who lived in 
Bermuda before passing away at 92 in 2016, this vessel was often to 
be found off the Whitsunday Islands and other locations on Australia’s 
East Coast, and was said to have inspired fellow businessman Frank 
Lowy to build now 82m Ilona at Amels as well. She was on the Turkish 
Riviera late 2022, and we understand is headed for the Indian Ocean.   

Charter Private

Plvs Vltra
74m Amels

Her debut cruise from French Polynesia through the South 
Seas to New Zealand, Australia, Southeast Asia and Indian 

Ocean isles took place in 2018-2019, and at our deadline this 
superbly presented Amels 242 Limited Edition was passing 

through the Panama Canal from the Caribbean for another 
voyage across the Pacific. Plvs Vltra or Plus Ultra means 

“Further Beyond” in Latin, as both intellectual and physical 
boundaries are tested by her owners. A full review of this 

vessel can be sourced in prior issues of Yacht Style.

Coral Ocean
73m Lürssen
Australian entrepreneur Ian Malouf has branched out considerably 
since his 54m Baglietto Mischief made her debut as a charter and 
party boat at the 2015 Rugby World Cup in London. See separate 
entry. He recently acquired the 73m Lürssen Coral Ocean, formerly 
Coral Island, at Monaco Yacht Show, and after an extensive refit, she 
was available for the Med charter season this year. Coral Ocean was 
designed in the 90s by the late great Australian superyacht stylist Jon 
Bannenberg, so it seems only fitting that her re-emergence should be 
handled in part by son Dickie Bannenberg of Bannenberg and Rowell.

Game Changer
72m Damen Yachting

Built as a Yacht Support Vessel and shown at Monaco in 2017, 
Game Changer had a major refit two years ago, when 3m LOA was 

added and accommodation for 12 in six cabins raised to superyacht 
standard, so she is now classed as an Explorer Vessel. Polar Code 

C compliant and with her unique axe bow, she has already explored 
regions in Antarctica and cruised Australia and Indonesia. 

Recently based in Fiji, she is cruising the South Pacific. The vessel 
is used for ocean research, marine conservation, documents ocean 

diversity and embarks on some luxury dive expeditions.   

27Lady E
75m Amels
A well-known and sought-after charter vessel, Lady E was 
the largest superyacht available in Australia last year, 
and although in Europe and the Caribbean since, her 
US$665,000 a week rate is fairly attractive, and latest options 
can be found on the website of agents Burgess. The vessel 
had a complete refit in 2020, and is in tip top condition, 
with impressive modern amenities including a Turkish 
hammam, and there is an elevator between decks. Lady E has 
accommodation for 12 guests in seven suites.

© ED CAVENDISH
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Cloudbreak
72m Abeking and Rasmussen
Recently in Singapore and then cruising the Indonesian 
archipelago, this 2016 Abeking and Rasmussen build is named 
after a reef in Fiji, as her owner is a keen surfer. Available for 
€750,000 a week, she is an Espen Øino design with interiors by 
Christian Liaigre, and carries 12 charter guests in six staterooms. 
Tenders and toys are said to be extensive, and the fit-out luxurious.

Talisman C
71m Proteksan Turquoise

Another regular charter visitor, specialising recently in Indian 
Ocean cruises, Talisman C “has literally been built for family fun”, 

say agents Burgess. Accommodation is for 12 in six staterooms. 
The master is somewhat unusual in that it has a split-level Neptune 
bath, separate shower and large dressing room. There is a VIP suite 

on the principal deck. The sun deck and upper deck lounge are 
favourite locations for relaxing and entertainment. Water toys include 

Novuranias, ski boats, sea-doos, seabobs and kitesurfing kits.

Redemption
70m Jadewerft

We followed progress on this 1969-built German research vessel 
as she was converted into a superyacht initially by Jade Yachts of 

Taiwan. Extensive work was needed on the hull and superstructure. 
Owner Bernard Arnault, CEO of LVMH, completed the outfitting in 

Europe, but he then acquired a controlling interest in leading Dutch 
yard Royal Van Lent, part of Feadship, which built his latest 101m 

Symphony. The conversion called Amadeus continued, then as Felix 
under different owners, when she stayed at Sydney Superyacht 

Marina and cruised the South Pacific. Now as Redemption she is 
exploring the world’s largest archipelago, Indonesia.  

Samaya
69m Feadship
Located at Papagayo on Costa Rica’s Pacific coast at our deadline, this 
Thai-purchased private motor yacht has cruised extensively in recent 
years as her owner has a keen interest in ocean ecology and scuba 
diving. She spent some time in remoter parts of French Polynesia, 
and has ventured as far as Pacific coasts of Canada and Alaska before 
voyaging around the Central American republics. Joshua Lee of 
Phuket-based Lee Marine handled the sale and build at Feadship.

© 1906 - KURT ARRIGO - MALTA

© 1906 - KURT ARRIGO - MALTA

© FEADSHIP

Saluzi
69m Austal
Camper and Nicholsons advise 
that the remarkable Saluzi, which 
can accommodate 32 guests in 16 
suites after an impressive makeover 
by Miami-based designer Luiz de Basto, starts her 
projected Indian Ocean and Asia-Pacific season in 
Qatar in the Middle East for soccer’s World Cup in 
November-December. Accommodation ashore is tight, 
so bookings are available on a whole vessel charter 
basis, and if one’s team is knocked out, there is always 
the option to cruise the Gulf instead. The layout is 
particularly suited to larger families or to those who 
normally travel with personal and security staff.

Charter Private
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37 Satori
64m Delta

Constructed with a steel hull and GRP 
superstructure, Satori voyaged from Papeete and Bora 

Bora to Fiji and Auckland, New Zealand late 2022. 
Delivered in 2018, she had previously explored the 

Caribbean. A high level of secrecy surrounds the 
vessel, but an earlier 50m Satori was built at Heesen. 

Lady Christine
68m Feadship

Lord Irving Laidlaw, founder of Monaco Yacht Show and 7,000 
other exhibitions and conference, is heading back to Thailand and 

the Philippines in his latest Feadship Lady Christine, which he has 
cruised now for more than a decade. A former resident of Hong Kong 
and Singapore, where he was also briefly a shareholder in Boat Asia, 

he kept Lady Christine in Asia during much of the covid era, and had 
her repainted on Australia’s Gold Coast. Still an active sailor, he won 
his class in the Rolex Maxi Worlds in Sardinia again this year. It was 
the last appearance of the Swan Highland Fling X1, which has been 

sold, and will be replaced by a new catamaran class yacht in 2023.

© FEADSHIP © JIM RAYCROFT

© FEADSHIP

Dapple
67m Damen 
Yachting
A more conventional Yacht 
Support Vessel, Dapple has 
supported 78m Rocinante, 
and both are in the South 
Pacific. Set up especially to 
enable scuba diving, she has 
a decompression chamber for 
extra safety off the beaten track. 

38

39Hetairos
67m Baltic
Presently in Auckland but difficult to track, this beautiful ketch 
was built by Baltic Yachts at their Pietarsaari yard within the 
Arctic circle in Finland. Naval architecture by Dykstra and 
Reichel Pugh ensures classic looks but a thoroughly modern 
high-performance yacht. Interiors by Rhoades Young. Hetairos is 
ketch-rigged and not only has a lifting keel but also an unusual 
lifting rudder, enabling her to fulfil potential while sailing and 
access shallower anchorages and harbours. 

Ambrosia
67m Benetti

Ambrous Young’s third Benetti has been his flagship 
for many years, usually located at the entrance to 

Love River in Kaohsiung or at Gold Coast Yacht and 
Country Club Marina in Hong Kong. She voyages 

elsewhere in Asia, and has made an occasional trip to 
Abu Dhabi in the UAE. Young was once a principal 
Benetti shareholder, working with Paolo Vitelli, and 

he was instrumental in Jade Yachts establishing 
itself as a superyacht builder in Taiwan. Jade is an 

accredited Benetti refit yard, and together they advise 
visiting superyachts in the region.

Charter Private

SuRi
64m Halter Marine
Presently in Papeete, SuRi’s profile is more of an explorer-style 
vessel, but she has a coterie of clients who rebook, so she seems 
to exude an ambience that stands her in good stead. Originally 
built in the United States, SuRi underwent a refit on Australia’s 
Gold Coast recently, and the South Pacific is her usual 
bailiwick, although she also makes trips to Antarctica. She takes 
12 guests in seven staterooms. Bookings via Fraser Yachts.  

White Rabbit E
61m North West Bay Ships

Completed a circumnavigation in time to be locked down 
during covid at home base Marina at Keppel Bay in 

Singapore. A Hobart-built sister to 84m White Rabbit G, both 
yachts have trimaran hulls, albeit this is not noticeable from 

amidships. The idea is to increase stability in a seaway, which 
has occupied the attention of Singapore superyacht owners for 
decades, and they have come up with different solutions. The 

White Rabbits also have 50m+ Yacht Support Vessels, and a 
30m cat used for fishing rounds out the family fleet so far.

Stardust
63m Amels
Asian-Pacific owned Stardust was the cover feature for Top 
100 on her debut in the Norwegian fjords two years ago, 
but she has since roamed Asian and Australian waters, 
and while in Sydney Harbour attracted the interest of a 
social columnist who reported indignantly that “those on 
board were certainly making their presence felt. The music 
blasting across the harbour was even rattling the windows at 
Government House”. The sleek Amels Limited Edition 206 
by Tim Heywood and Laura Sessa accommodates 12 guests.

Sea and Us
62m Amels
Malaysian-registered Sea and Us was in Dubai at our deadline. 
She is an Amels Limited Edition 199 with a steel hull, 
aluminium topsides and teak decks, delivered in 2018. Interiors 
are styled by Winch Design. She carries 12 guests in six suites. 
Powered by twin Caterpillars, her cruising speed in 15 knots.

Diamonds Are Forever
61m Benetti
Previously at Gold Coast Marina and Country Club in Hong Kong, 
Diamonds has been cruising between Singapore and Phuket 
during the covid period when travel on the China coast became 
a little more problematic. Named after the James Bond film, she 
has connections with Phuket and Phang Nga Bay where The 
Man With The Golden Gun concluded. The latter also saw Bond 
operating from the sunken hull of the liner Queen Elisabeth 1 in 
Hong Kong, and in Bottoms Up nightclub in Kowloon.

38 39

TOP 100 Superyachts of Asia-Pacific 2023



Contact Mark Woodmansey +852 6496 2094  Email mwoodmansey@burgessyachts.com
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Not for sale or charter to US residents while in US waters. Worldwide Central Agents for sale and charter.
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ILLUSION PLUS  88.5m (290.4ft)
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Event
60m Amels
A Limited Editions 199, Event comes with the pedigree of 
her breed, which includes accommodation for 12 guests 
in six staterooms, a touch-and-go helipad, aft beach club, 
exceptional 23m sun deck with lounge and spa pool, and 
al fresco dining on the bridge deck. She was purchased by 
a Chinese developer through Burgess, which continues to 
handle many large-scale superyacht sales in the region.   

Paraffin
60m Feadship
This classic design by De Voogt Naval Architects in 2001 was 
in Bali at this year’s deadline, and is a regular in Asia-Pacific 
waters, often spending the nor’east monsoon season in Phuket. 
Her jacuzzi and gym offer 360° views, and she has an exceptional 
wine cellar, an armada of toys, and a home cinema. Six staterooms 
offset an opulent interior. Burgess is also agent for this vessel.

Charter Private

Slipstream
60m CMN

Australian-Canadian Jack Cowin and fellow Australian 
Brett Blundy once built Slipstream and Cloud 9 together 

at CMN in France. Cowin, of Hungry Jack’s and Domino’s 
Pizza fame, installed Australian artwork aboard his 

distinctive silver topsides, blue-hulled vessel and has kept 
her largely in the European charter market, while Blundy 

has bought and sold a number of private yachts in the 
interim. See 89m Cloud 9. Slipstream also cruised the Baltic 
last year, and after this year’s Med season was at Falmouth, 

presumably for maintenance at Pendennis.

Formosa
60m Benetti
Offered for charter in French Polynesia during southern 
hemisphere winter seasons, Formosa has been spending summers 
on the Pacific coast of Central America, first in Costa Rica and now 
at sport fishing mecca Cabo San Lucas in Mexico. Three sumptuous 
suites on the upper and principal decks are among sought-after 
attractions. The island of Taiwan was previously called Formosa, 
meaning beautiful, but we are told there is no connection.

Project 404
60m Royal Huisman

Latest maxi sloop for Sydney-based media baron Lachlan Murdoch is 
being completed at this lovely Dutch yard near Amsterdam. Designed 

by Malcolm McKeon, who grew up in Hong Kong before starting out 
with Ed Dubois at Lymington on England’s south coast, the build 

includes interiors by Liaigre, rigs from Southern Spars, and Rondal 
captive winches, overseen by Captain Gregory Monks, who skippered 
Murdoch’s prior 43m Vitters sloop Sarissa. Murdoch also has a Swan 

82 called Ipixuna, and recently bought the 1954 classic 42m Feadship 
Istros, in which the family attended Hamilton Island Race Week.

© MARK SIMS
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Aqua Blu
60m Brooke refit Vortex Marine
Camper and Nicholsons represent this 1968-built former British Navy 
ship HMS Beagle, which was extensively refitted in 2019. Formerly the 
flagship of European aristocrats, her owners now offer “varied, enjoyable 
and rewarding cruise itineraries in wild and stunningly beautiful places”. 
Often based in Bali, she has immediate access to the 14,000-isle 
Indonesian archipelago, and can doubtless tackle voyages so described.

Seahawk
59m Perini Navi
Often at Westhaven Marina in Auckland, largest such facility in the 
southern hemisphere, Seahawk is a ketch built by Perini Navi in 
Italy in 2013. She has been cruising the South Pacific for some time, 
and was recently in Fiji. Her lines are by famous Kiwi designer Ron 
Holland, who later moved to Ireland and then Canada. Interiors are 
from Christian Liaigre, and she has accommodation for 12 guests.

Odyssey
58m CRN
Burgess has twice sold this vessel in recent years. 
She was previously called J’Ade, but now as Odyssey 
is located in Auckland and sometimes Whangarei, 
another North Island port with shipbuilding capability. 
The owner is said to be Graeme Hart, a billionaire 
businessman who has bought and sold many 
superyachts in the last few decades.    

55 Pangaea
58m Halter Marine

Now owned by Australian iron ore mining tycoon 
Andrew “Twiggy” Forrest, who has embarked 

on many “clean and green” initiatives in recent 
years, Pangaea was an ideal vessel as she had 
already taken part in scientific surveys in the 

Indian Ocean, sometimes refuelling in Phuket. 
At our deadline she was in the Abrolhos Islands, 
70 kms off the coast of Western Australia, where 

unique marine systems exist. Abrolhos is the 
southern-most coral reef in the Indian Ocean. 

Pangaea is the name of our first supercontinent, 
before it started breaking up in the Triassic Age. 

52 Just B
59m Amels

Lately in Brisbane, Just B was launched in 1973 as a Dutch 
pilot ship, and custom conversions since have seen her sailing as 

Intuition 11 and Spica. Present owners have voyaged from Alaska to 
Hawaii and the South Seas before exploring Australia’s East Coast. 

It is a nearly 50 year history of which she can justly be proud.
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The Original Yachting Company
Compelling stories since 1782

DISCOVER 
BLUE SKY

DISCOVER 
ROYAL FALCON ONE

DISCOVER 
L’OPERA

BLUE SKY

ROYAL FALCON ONE L’OPERA

44.65m (146’ 5’’)  ||  Feadship  |  2013  ||  $ 22,800,000

41.15m (135’)  ||  Royal Falcon Fleet  |  2019  ||  € 22,950,000 28.50m (93’ 6’’)  ||  Ferretti  |  2019  ||  € 7,500,000 (VAT PAID)

For Sale: Carmen Lau | +852 6200 2079 / +44 7377 9675 76 | clau@camperandnicholsons.com

For Sale: Carmen Lau | +852 6200 2079 / +44 7377 9675 76 | clau@camperandnicholsons.com For Sale: Gaston Lees-Buckley | +33 61 90 26 436 | gleesbuckley@camperandnicholsons.com

38.15m (125’ 1’’)  | Rosetti SuperYachts  |  2021  |  € 18,950,000

DISCOVER 
EMOCEAN

Also for Charter

For Sale: Thomas O’Nial | +44 7884 535 298 | tonial@camperandnicholsons.com

EMOCEAN
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Kokomo
58m Alloy Yachts

Well-known property developer Lang Walker has owned a succession 
of private motor yachts and super sailboats, many built at now defunct 
Alloy Yachts in New Zealand, which used to be one of the “big three” 

sailboat specialists with Royal Huisman and Perini Navi. They were 
all called Kokomo, after the laid-back Beach Boys song, and Walker 

has since added a luxury resort island named Kokomo in Fiji. The 
sailboat is usually based in the Balaerics and offered for charter.

Volpini 2
58m Amels
The Italian word Volpini translates as Foxes in English, so it was no 
surprise when Australian newspapers identified the owner as national 
transport supremo Lindsay Fox. The vessel has usually been kept 
in Melbourne during Australian sojourns since her launch in 2018, 
but is now back in the Med, in Barcelona. A limited Edition 188 by 
Tim Heywood with interiors by Reymond Langton, she has an Amels 
Hybrid Power system and other advanced features. 

Salila
58m Kanasashi

Camper and Nicholsons describe her as “ideal for large 
families and groups of friends to share the vacation of a 

lifetime. Salila has two large, well-appointed master suites on 
the principal deck, which offer panoramic views and en-suite 
facilities including a bathtub. A further four doubles and four 
twin guest cabins are also en-suite”. Based in Bali, Salila was 

built in Japan in 1991, and extensively refitted for charter over 
three years in Jakarta. Keen scuba divers often book her.

Dancing Hare
58m Amels
Designed by the late great Australian Jon Bannenberg in the 
1980s, this vessel was originally Lady Ghislaine and then Lady 
Mona K before a refit at Balk Shipyard in the Netherlands saw her 
emerge as Dancing Hare. In recent years she has been in Australia 
and New Zealand, then made gentle progress via Palau across the 
South Pacific, and is presently in San Francisco on the Pacific 
coast of the US. Several sources give the current owner as Rupert 
Murdoch’s second wife Anna, mother of Elisabeth, Lachlan and 
James. Oddly the first owner was Robert Maxwell, Rupert’s great 
rival for control of London’s Fleet Street in the 1970s and 1980s.

60 Lady Candy
56m Benetti

Capt Paul Brackley of Central Yacht Design in Hong Kong handled 
this build in 2015 for a Hong Kong entrepreneur and real estate 

developer who himself is a knowledgeable yachtsman. The vessel has 
cruised extensively in Southeast Asia, including stays at superyacht 

facilities in Sutera Harbour on the North Borneo Coast, and late 2022 
was in Singapore as the nor’east monsoon season began.

Genesis 11
56m Benetti

Built virtually in tandem with Lady Candy, her profile is similar 
as she takes aboard elements from Central Yacht Design, but 

the interiors and layouts of these two vessels are otherwise 
quite different. A long-time denizen of Gold Coast Yacht and 

Country Club Marina, she tends to be less active than her near 
sistership. Capt Brackley’s website also outlines an association 

with the 65m Benetti Ambrosia 111, which stays at the Gold 
Coast club when visiting Hong Kong from Kaohsiung.

Galileo G
56m Picchiotti

One of a growing number of superyachts choosing to refit and repair at 
superyacht builder Echo Yachts on the West Australian coast, 

Galileo G was among Picchiotti motor yachts constructed in Turkey 
before the yard was taken over by the super sailboat builder Perini 

Navi. The latter, whose Italian base is at Viareggio, has since 
encountered its own financial turbulence, but appears to have been 

successfully restructured. Galileo G arrived from Southeast Asia and 
has since returned to cruising the Indonesian islands east of Bali.    

Australia
56m Benetti
Another vessel that was earlier one of Graeme Hart’s 
Ulysseys, she was purchased a year ago by mining billionaire 
Clive Palmer, and renamed Australia after his United 
Australia political party. The 2012-built yacht has plied 
Australia’s East Coast since, and was at Southport  on the 
Gold Coast at our deadline, having recently been in Cairns.  

Charter Private

Yacht Support Vessel
56m Echo Yachts
Also at Echo Yachts, in the Australian Marine Complex, 
another Yacht Support Vessel is under way, this time built 
in aluminium after the yard earlier launched the 52m YSV 
Charley in GRP. It has steel build capability as well, but 
aluminium is the acclaimed expertise at this group of yards 
south of Fremantle, which includes SilverYachts on one 
side and Asian fast ferries and US naval contractor Austal 
on the other. Echo’s largest delivery to date was the 84m 
aluminium White Rabbit G for a Singapore family. Other 
Asian clients are showing interest in the advantages of such 
custom builds. Free initial design consultations are offered.

Papa
55m Amels
Asian-owned, Papa has featured in Yacht Style recently, 
and cruised extensively in Asia, en route to spending her 
second summer season in the Med with agents Burgess. 
She was in Cannes at our deadline. Accommodation is 
for ten guests, including a spectacular owner’s suite on 
the principal deck, with its own spacious lounge, private 
office and balcony. A beautiful hand-made Italian 
football table in the games room suggests younger guests 
are well looked after. Amels parent Damen Yachting tells 
us that chartering is one route that potential buyers like 
to take prior to an outright purchase.

©
 B

L
U

E
 I

P
R

O
D

© BLUE IPROD

© JEFF BROWN

© JEFF BROWN

46 47

TOP 100 Superyachts of Asia-Pacific 2023



C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

202201018_FRASER YACHTSTYLE Ad_OP.pdf   1   20/10/2022   4:00 PM



66

67

68 71

72

73

74
75

69
70

Driftwood
55m Amels
Dividing her time between the 
Hawaiian Islands and French 
Polynesia recently, Driftwood has like 
a few other superyachts tried spending 
the South Pacific’s off-season on the 
Pacific coast of Central America, 

in particular in Mexico and Costa Rica, where she was located at 
our deadline. Rose Damen told us at a Singapore Yacht Show that 
these Amels Limited Editions 180s are most popular of an already 
highly sought-after range, as they are not as expensive as their bigger 
brethren, but still offer around-the-world cruising capabilities.

Moon Sand
55m Lürssen

Bannenberg and Rowell, designers of Moon Sand for an 
experienced Asian client who previously owned a smaller LOA 

Feadship, say: “You could say this vessel was conceived in 1972. 
That was the year Carinthia VI, designed by Jon Bannenberg, 

emerged out of her shed at Lürssen’s yard and startled the yachting 
world. By the following century she had become both iconic 

and many people’s favourite design”. B and R developed some 
iterations of this most famous of profiles, and it was one of these 

that caught the client’s eye. It was an evocation of those clean, 
spare lines, seen here on debut in London, and a reminder that 

Lürssen builds smaller superyachts as well as mega ones.

Nomad
55m Amels
Voyaging through the Suez Canal into the Indian Ocean, Nomad 
launched in 2019 has already been to the Caribbean and Pacific 
coasts of Central America, so she seems intent on living up to her 
name. Another Amels Limited Edition 180, her profile is tweaked 
by designer Tim Heywood so that this ever-increasing fleet have 
distinguishing custom characteristics, in this case a blue hull and 
anthracite grey topsides, with uninterrupted long lines on the bridge 
and sundeck to show further individuality.

Serenity J
55m Amels

Presently in Dubai, Serenity J is listed due to her ownership, but this 
2014 Amels Limited Editions 180 is offered for sale this year. Camper 

and Nicholsons highlights “versatile exterior spaces which make the 
yacht ideal for families or groups of friends, such as a jacuzzi, wet bar 

and beach club, plus a sundeck that can become a party venue by night. 
She has a trans-Atlantic cruising range of 4,500 nm with a cruise speed 

of 13 knots. Built to Lloyds classification and MCA compliant, she has a 
fully equipped dive centre and two Yachtwerft tenders.

Ark Angel
55m HYS Explorer
Harbour Yacht Services in Subic Bay in 
the Philippines, former base of the US 
Navy’s Seventh Fleet, has an ongoing 
coterie of experienced new build, refit and 
repair shipyard workers, and was chosen 
to refit Ark Angel, originally a Japanese 
cadet training vessel. Local hardwoods 
are extensively used in interiors, 16 guests are accommodated in eight 
cabins, and she has two helipads. HYS was also involved with Western 
Isles and Toy Heaven, both now delisted as they are less active. There is 
also a 77m Philippines Presidential Yacht called Ang Pangulo dating 
from the 1950s now being used as a floating hospital during typhoons.
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Oceana
55m Oceanfast
Designed unmistakeably by the late Jon Bannenberg, Oceana was known 
as Bolkiah for many years when owned by the Sultan of Brunei. His 
brother Prince Jefri bought a similarly 55m Van Lent Feadship which he 
called Tits. The latter is now named Samax and often spends the prime 
time nor-east monsoon season in Phuket, West Malaysia and Singapore. 
Also known as Obsession for a period, Oceana is built in aluminium and 
GRP, takes ten guests, and has a range of 2,100 nm at 18 knots.

Nonni 11
54m Mariotti

Located in Kaohsiung in Southern Taiwan last year, this sleek motor 
yacht built in 2008 at Mariotti’s Genoa shipyard has moved on to the 
Chao Phraya River and Bangkok, thus seems to be soaking up some 

exotic surrounds. Initially known as Sea Force One, Luca Dini styled 
both exterior and interiors. She carries ten guests in five suites, and is 
powered by twin Cats, cruising at 14 knots, with a range of 5,000 nm. 

Keri Lee 111
54m Trinity
A popular charter yacht with very experienced owners, 
Keri Lee 111 has chartered in Asia, Europe and the 
Caribbean, but is currently back in Brisbane for the summer 
season Down Under. Easily accessible via a well-ordered 
website, she accommodates 12 guests in four double 
staterooms and two twins. Original artworks aboard and 
French antique furnishings are chosen by Keri-Craig Lee.

Umbra
54m Damen Yachting
Based at Fremantle in Western Australia, Umbra was built as 
a Yacht Support Vessel by Damen in the Netherlands. She has 
a range of 4,500 nm. Operations have included servicing wind 
turbines, cyclone relief and scientific research. She was purchased 
by Western Australian Multiplex heir Tim Roberts, and underwent 
a complete refit for maritime operations of his Warburton Group. 
Roberts sold the 68m Nobiskrug Triple Seven a few years ago.

Maridome
54m Brooke Marine

A classic Brooke Yacht designed by Jon Bannenberg, Maridome 
was delivered in 1989, the year the International Superyacht 

Society was founded in Florida, so she was definitely ahead of 
her time. Long the European steed of Melbourne-based Premier 

Investments billionaire Solomon Lew, who is also the largest 
shareholder in Myer department stores, she was refitted at 

Nobiskrug in 2006, and now has a Donald Starkey interior. For 
Australia, New Zealand and South Pacific cruising, Lew keeps 

the much-loved 45m Texas built by Proteksan Turquoise.
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Mischief
54m Baglietto
Entrepreneur Ian Malouf has been using Mischief as the 
centrepiece of his recently-launched Ahoy Club offering a varied 
range of charters, but now he has acquired the 73m Lürssen Coral 
Ocean as well, a new class of client seems likely to appear on the 
books. Mischief chartered widely in the Med and England before 
focusing on Australia’s East Coast. The vessel has a Master, three 
VIPs and two twins, and can be differently configured. Rates 
are US$235-275,000 a week, but start at US$13,750 an hour, so 
various permutations are possible in between.

Talisman Maiton
54m Proteksan Turquoise
Bound once more for Indian Ocean waters, Talisman Maiton 
charters through Burgess and is available for €231,000 a week, 
The master suite with an adjoining office and the VIP suite 
are on the principal deck, while twin cabins convert to create 
six doubles in total. Asian influences combine with art deco 
touches to form comfortable living spaces. There is a vast 360° 
sun deck, and zero speed stabilisers when at anchor.

Ice Bear
54m Feadship

Built in 1988 for Jim Moran, who remarkably built and sold eight 
Feadships, Ice Bear was in Seattle on the Pacific coast of the US. 

Moran’s yachts were all called Gallant Lady. This was a distinctive 
Feadship by in-house De Voogt naval architects, at the start of the 

modern superyacht era. Interiors by Paola Smith. The vessel is 
powered by twin Cats. She cruises at 11 knots, and carries 10 guests.

Elysium
52m Benetti
Showing up lately at Puteri Harbour in Malaysia’s Johor state, 
facing Singapore, Elysium mostly cruises in the nearby Andaman 
Sea off Thailand. Developer David Eng, who has been involved 
in similar resort housing projects on the north coast of Penang, 
previously owned two aluminium superyachts, La Baroness 
and La Baronesa, the latter 60m, both built in the 1990s at the 
Palmer Johnson yard in Wisconsin, on the Great Lakes. 

Seashaw
52m Cheoy Lee
Owned by the late Shaw Vee King, 
who with brother Run Run Shaw was 
a founder of the Asian film industry, 
Seashaw used to cruise every second 
weekend with family and friends. 
Delivered in 2004 after her Yantai hull was completed at famous 
shipyard Cheoy Lee near Macau, she is a Frank Mulder-Dee 
Robinson design, kept at Republic of Singapore Yacht Club off 
the West Coast Parkway, formerly Royal Singapore Yacht Club 
prior to independence in 1965. RSYC initials on the crockery 
didn’t need to be changed. An ornate yacht racing trophy created 
by tea baron Sir Thomas Lipton is displayed here.  
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Double You
89’ (27.4m) :: Cheoy Lee :: 1999/2019 :: $2,700,000 
martin.holmes@northropandjohnson.com :: +66 81 891 7057

Firebird 
84’ (25.6m) :: Palmer Johnson :: 1968 :: $499,000
martin.holmes@northropandjohnson.com :: +66 81 891 7057

New Central A
gency

New Central A
gency
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La Vie
120’ (37m) :: Tecnomar :: €8,880,000
martin.holmes@northropandjohnson.com :: +66 81 891 7057

Gifzy
72’ (21.95m) :: Princess Yacht :: 2014 :: $1,875,000
martin.holmes@northropandjohnson.com :: +66 81 891 7057 New Central A

gency
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Jade 959
52m Jade Yachts
Five yards in Kaohsiung Harbour give “Chairman” Han and his 
son Memphis Han a strong presence in Taiwan’s second largest 
city, but Jade 959 is one of their last superyacht new builds before 
reverting to refits and repairs, commercial, naval and fishing craft. 
Jade Yachts used to be a regular exhibitor at Monaco Yacht Show, 
and until recently Jade 959 has been chartering in the Med. Other 
superyachts continue to call at Kaohsiung, but heightened tension 
with mainland China across the Taiwan Strait is a worry.

Tamsen
52m Perini Navi 

New Zealand designer Ron Holland, when based in Cork in 
Ireland, designed numerous Perini Navi super sailboats built at 
their Viareggio yard, and Tamsen delivered in 2007 was one of 

them. The vessel has been sailing in the South Pacific for some 
years, and at our deadline was in San Diego on the Pacific coast of 

California, a regular refit and repair centre between the seasons. 
She is built to ABS classification, and sleeps ten guests.

Charley
52m Echo Yachts
She may be a Yacht Support Vessel, but Singapore-based Charley 
is the largest composite private craft so far built in Australia, 
and the 84m White Rabbit G delivered in 2019 is the largest 
aluminium superyacht by volume built Down Under. Both vessels 
were constructed by Echo Yachts, located in the Australian Marine 
Complex south of Fremantle and Perth. The yard has steel capabilities 
as well, and is presently building another 56m Yacht Support Vessel 
in aluminium. An increasing number of superyachts visiting Asia-
Pacific and Indian Ocean waters are calling at Echo Yachts for refits 
and repairs, and particularly Asian-based clients are considering the 
yard for custom new builds, as it is only a short flight from Singapore.

Atlas
51m Codecasa

Previously called Aldabra, this distinctive Codecasa build 
was renamed Atlas in 2017 and, represented by Burgess, 

has chartered extensively in Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean 
waters. She was in the Maldives earlier in 2022, and at our 

deadline was tracking from Bali to Singapore and up the 
Malacca Straits to Thailand as the wet sou’west monsoon gives 
way to the prime time nor’east one. Atlas is a three-deck yacht 

built in steel and aluminium, with interiors by Italian studio 
Della Role. She accommodates 12 guests in six staterooms.

Double Haven
51m Feadship
Available for sale for the first time since her launch in the mid-
1990s, Double Haven was five years in the making and became a 
classic of the emerging superyacht industry. Books were written 
about her, and designers included similar sketches in their own 
portfolios. Her appearance followed a circumnavigation in the late 
1980s by ebullient Forbes magazine founder Malcolm Forbes in 
his green-hulled Feadship Highlander IV. Merle Hinrichs of Asian 
Sources and later Forbes fame was invited to a party aboard in 
Double Haven in Mirs Bay in Hong Kong, and so his own Double 
Haven project was born. He has used the well-kept vessel as a 
floating office, usually in Micronesia or the Philippines archipelago. 
Owner’s rep is well-known Asian superyacht agent Bart Kimman. 
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For Berth Bookings visit https://nawiisland.com/marina/ or contact: E: jitendra@nawiisland.com M: (679) 891 6890 

To Register your Interest in this Exclusive Tropical Lifestyle, please contact Bayleys Real Estate (Fiji)  Pte Ltd (Licensed 

Real Estate Agents No. 0038) E: philip.toogood@bayleyssji.com.

Nawi Island is part of the beautiful Isles of Fiji, located in the South Pacific Ocean, and strategically situated 2.8km

north of Savusavu Town, the Hidden Paradise. A new Marina with 132 berths, including 21 Superyacht Slips (up to 

85m) comes on stream in December 2022. Also available are Private Island Home Residential Lots, Marina Apartments,

and Ocean/Garden Villas to own. Nawi Island offers an unsurpassed barefoot elegance experience and lifestyle.  

VITI LEVU
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51m Feadship
An ice-classed vessel delivered late 2018, Promise has spent 
most of her time since in Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean waters. 
She was in the Maldives recently, then back in Asia, plying 
between Hong Kong and Singapore. Although the same LOA as 
Double Haven, the two yachts are very different custom builds, 
Promise with interiors by Bannenberg and Rowell. She carries 
12 guests in six suites, and has a 4,500 nm range.

Masquenada
51m Penglai
Built in steel to an explorer design by Penglai shipyard on 
northern China’s Bohai Gulf, Masquenada was delivered 
in 2007 as Aspire, and was called Etra for a long period 
prior to her current name.  Exterior by Blue Fin Yachts and 
Nauta, and her interior was in part designed by Misa Poggi 
of Loro Piana. She carries 12 guests, and is powered by 
twin Cats. We last saw her at Denarau Marina in Fiji.

MySky
51m Heesen

A denizen of the Indian Ocean, MySky has been roaming the Maldives, 
those lovely atolls that stretch over 600 nm north to south, but are 
a mere 2 m above sea level at their highest point. The vessel has a 

full-beam master suite with its own study and private balcony, plus 
two double cabins and two twins on the lower deck. Interiors, some in 
black-and-white themes, are described as sophisticated and elegant.

Como
50m Heesen

Back in Auckland’s Viaduct Marina after a refit at Orams, Kiwi owner 
Neville “Croaky” Crichton started as a Ford car salesman, and is now 
described as an automotive entrepreneur, which may have something 

to do with his acquisition of the Alfa Romeo, Ferrari, Maserati, 
Citröen and Fiat dealerships. A keen maxi yachtsman in sloops

called Alfa Romeo, he recently sold his 46m Feadship Como
and replaced her with a 50m Heesen of the same name. 

Charter Private

90 Sapphire
50m Trinity

Alternating between Bali and Phuket with the seasons, there are two Sapphire 
superyachts but this 50m one arrived at Hainan Rendezvous over a decade ago as 
Red Sapphire after her sister ship Lohengrin was sold at Ft Lauderdale Boat Show 
to a prominent Hainan businessman. She was later acquired by Southeast Asian 

investors and has chartered in Asian and Indian Ocean waters.
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NOTHING ELSE

A FERRETTI GROUP BRAND

www.riva-yacht.com

E XCLUS IVE D E AL ER

I s e o   ·   A q u a r i va  S u p e r   ·   R i va m a r e   ·   D o l c e r i va   ·   5 6 ’  R i va l e   ·   6 6 ’  R i b e l l e   ·   6 8 ’  D i a b l e  ·  76’  Perseo Super

76’  B ahamas Sup er   ·   8 8 ’  F o l g o r e   ·   9 0 ’  A r g o   ·   1 0 2 ’  C o r s a r o  S u p e r   ·   1 1 0 ’  D o l c e v i t a   ·   1 3 0 ’  B e l l i s s i m a

STARSHIP YACHTS LTD
24 Po Chong Wan, Shum Wan road
Aberdeen – Hong Kong
info@starshipyachts.com | tel +852 2555 2805
www.starshipyachts.com
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Northern Sun
50m HYS

Another impressive refit by Subic Bay’s Harbour Yacht Services, 
Northern Sun charters in Southeast Asia, changing location mostly 

between Bali and Phuket with the monsoons. Capt John Maas was an 
alternate captain on Big Fish during her amazing maiden voyage, and 

then aboard Dr No involving famous superyacht owner Tom Perkins, 
before a second stint running the ever-popular Northern Sun.

Kalizma
50m Ramage and Ferguson
I still remember seeing Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton aboard 
her when she was tied up in the Thames in London in the late 
1960s. In fact she is named after Burton’s children, Kate, Liza and 
Maria. Now chartering in Southeast Asia and the Maldives after an 
extensive recent refit, this beautiful classical vessel offers all the 
home comforts and sheer nostalgia that anyone could wish for.

Triton
50m Delta

Cruising the Queensland coast, and lately exploring attractive 
resorts of the Whitsunday Islands, Triton was built nearly two 

decades ago at Seattle on the Pacific coast of America. She was 
designed as an advanced expedition vessel, and has lived up to 
her promise by making extensive trips in the region, including 

calls at Hobart when voyaging to and from Antarctica. 

Lady Sura
50m Trinity
Voyaging from Fiji to Bali recently, Lady Sura is an 
all-aluminium tri-decker built by US yard Trinity in 
2012. Exterior styling is by Geoff Vanaller and interiors 
by Karen Lynn. The vessel is driven by twin Cats and 
cruises at 17 knots. Accommodation is for 12 guests.

Sky
50m Heesen

At the entrance to the Panama Canal, gateway to the Pacific, Sky 
is a custom Heesen by Frank Laupman’s Omega Architects, with 

interiors by Mojo Stumer. She is a 2010 build with a top speed 
of 23 knots, and cruises at 12 knots. Range is 3,200 nautical 
miles, thus she will need to plan routings in the Pacific, but 

such passages are now a regular occurrence for smaller LOA 
vessels as well. Sky carries ten guests in five cabins.
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100Aurora A
49m Admiral
Tied up on the banks of the Huangpu River in 
Shanghai, we understand that this vessel operates 
as a kind of floating club. Well-known superyacht 
agent and manager Annie Lin, based in Singapore, 
tells us there is a distinct trend toward chartering 
in China, and she also operates the 45m Horizon 
Sunone on this basis in the island republic. 

Kudanil Explorer
50m Refit 
Camper and Nicholsons handle this slightly unusual former 
safety standby vessel operating in Indonesian waters. She takes 
16 guests in eight cabins that have large en-suite bathrooms 
and a private terrace. Equipped with a jacuzzi, spa and two 
chic restaurants, she is used mostly for the younger-set diving, 
surfing and exploring remoter parts of the archipelago

Glaze
49m Trinity

This adventurous vessel has spent time in the South Pacific and 
circumnavigating Australia and Indonesia in recent years. Her 

exploration of the ruggedly beautiful Kimberley region was run as a 
separate feature in Yacht Style some years ago. She takes 12 guests 
in six cabins, carries a wide selection of water toys, and there is an 

eye-catching spiral staircase connecting all three decks.

Braveheart
49m Swedeship
Usually kept in Hong Kong, Braveheart was returning from 
a European sojourn late 2022. She is a classic Swedeship 
first delivered in 1989 and refitted in 2011. The vessel takes 
12 guests in six staterooms, and has a cruising speed of 
10 knots. Both exterior and interior design are by the very 
accomplished Pieter Beeldsnijder, and she literally made 
waves when launched with her twin waterjets.

Plan B
49m Australian Naval Dockyard
Originally commissioned in 1973 as HMAS Flinders, 

she was an oceanographic survey ship named after 
Matthew Flinders, who surveyed the Australian 

coastline. Decommissioned in 1998, and re-emerging 
as Plan B, this explorer-style vessel carries 10 guests, 
has a range of 5,000 nm at 9 knots, and has roamed as 
far as the US East Coast. She is currently in Brisbane.    
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