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EDITOR’S NOTE
#TimeIsFlying

100 Sunreef Power (also middle)

MULTIHULLS GROW IN GREEN ERA

S

unreef’s delivery of 100 Sunreef Power hull one earlier this
year along with the launches of its first Eco sailing models
show not only a growing appetite for larger catamarans but
also an increasing demand for green technology, as we cover in
our annual ‘Multihulls Issue’.
In fact, the expanding market for catamarans is in some
ways linked to the rising requirements for
sustainability, as the twin-hulled platform
inherently offers greater fuel economy as well as
greater space and stability.
“A catamaran is already the green option,”
says Kit Chotithamaporn, Leopard’s Yacht
Sales Manager for Asia. “Stability, space and
consumption are at the top of a buyer’s list, so
the catamaran sector will continue to grow for
both sailing and power models.”
Lagoon Brand Director Thomas Gailly
underlines the appeal of catamarans and the
confidence he has in the market. “Cats offer
comfort and safety during navigation, which
are key for owners along with incomparable
volumes. The catamaran market keeps on being
a very dynamic segment in the industry and we
expect it to continue.”
Like Sunreef with its Eco range, Lagoon
and Fountaine Pajot are embarking on longterm sustainability strategies, which appeal to
catamaran owners already attracted to reducing
or negating fuel costs and emissions.
“The environmental emergency forces every one of us to reinvent
ourselves,” says Romain Motteau, Fountaine Pajot’s Deputy CEO. “If
we want to continue to enjoy all that the oceans have to offer, we need
to act now. Solutions exist to preserve our planet and it’s up to us to
implement them.”
Silent-Yachts has arguably done more than any builder to
popularise eco-friendly cruising, so we interview the company’s
Austrian founder and CEO Michael Köhler in Leader.
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Within a cruising catamaran market led for decades by sailing
models, power catamarans are increasingly popular and attracting
several new builders and designs, even those previously focused on
monohull motor yachts. Two of our catamaran Reviews in this issue
are of new powercats from Sunreef and Leopard, while Bali’s newest
sailing yacht is also profiled.
Prestige explained why it was entering
the sector with the M48 by citing that global
production of 40ft-plus power catamarans last
year was estimated at more than 300 units.
While that size range may cover most models
from the likes of Leopard, Fountaine Pajot and
Bali – as well as the likes of Sunreef, Lagoon
and Silent-Yachts that focus on 60ft-plus
models – it doesn’t include the likes of Aquila’s
28 Molokai and 32 and 36 Sport models or
Fountaine Pajot’s new 37ft MY4.S.
So, just as large catamaran options increase,
there’s also a demand for smaller models in a
bid to attract more buyers new to yachting.
Meanwhile, sales of monohull motor yachts
and sailing yachts continue to be strong around
the world and here in Asia, where Boat Lagoon
Yachting recently received the first Princess
X95 in Southeast Asia, as outlined in Interview
with Vrit Yongsakul. Meanwhile, new Sunseeker,
Beneteau and Nimbus motor yachts are profiled in
Review along with Dufour’s flagship sailing yacht.
Many of these new models mentioned will be debuting or showing
at Europe’s big autumn events like the Cannes Yachting Festival
and the Monaco Yacht Show, which we’re already looking forward to,
especially with travel regulations in this region rapidly easing. And
our lively Events section already shows a world returning to a new
normal. Long may it continue.
John Higginson,
Managing Editor, Yacht Style
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WHERE THE SEA FEELS LIKE HOME

SUNREEF 80 ECO SETS SAIL

The Polish shipyard has showcased the Eco 80, the first sailing catamaran from
Sunreef’s new solar-electric series.

S

unreef Yachts has revealed the solar-electric Sunreef 80
Eco sailing in Dubai, following its launch in Poland earlier
in the year. The 78-footer is the first sailing catamaran
from the Polish builder’s new Eco range and is a fullyautonomous craft using the brand’s revolutionary green tech for
fuel-free cruising in silence.
The sail wardrobe includes a 200sqm mainsail, 155sqm Genoa,
340sqm gennaker and 70sqm staysail. While under sail, the yacht
produces green energy continuously due to her hydrogeneration system.
Developed and built by Sunreef, the catamaran’s carbon mast
is fitted with composite-integrated solar panels, while Sunreef’s
proprietary ‘solar skin’ is also built into the curved hull sides,
superstructure and bimini roof.
The flybridge boasts impressive lounging areas, big sunpads and
a wet bar, while the foredeck has two separate seating areas across
a sunken lounge. The aft cockpit makes the most of the yacht’s 38ft
beam and offers a large relaxation zone with a swim platform, dining
table and large daybed.
The saloon offers lots of lounging and dining space with two
oversized settees and a convertible table midships. Towards the bow
is a fully-equipped bar with a piano and pop-up TV, while the helm
station is to starboard.

The first Sunreef 80 Eco can welcome up to 16 guests during the
day and eight guests overnight in a custom-designed four-cabin layout.
The starboard hull houses an opulent, light-filled master suite fitted
with a double bed, a walk-in dressing room, pop-up TV, sofa and
vanity desk. The generous en-suite bathroom follows the contemporary
style of the bedroom.
The custom layout also includes a large VIP cabin in the middle
of the portside hull as well as two identical en-suite guest cabins in
the forward part of each hull. The galley is in the aft section of the
port hull and is fully-equipped with restaurant-quality amenities and
plenty of storage options.
Below the main deck, the battery bank consists of customengineered batteries combining light weight with outstanding
efficiency. Sunreef describes the air-conditioning system as the
lightest, most efficient in the marine industry.
In April, Sunreef launched the 60 Eco, the second sailing
catamaran from the Eco range. The first Sunreef 60 Eco features a
four-cabin layout and the shipyard’s composite-integrated solar panels
built into the hull sides, superstructure and hardtop roof.
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www.sunreef-yachts.com
www.sunreef-yachts-eco.com

M-Line / NEW M48
X-Line / NEW X60 - X70
F-Line / 420 - 460 - 520 - 590 - NEW 690
S-Line / 420S - 460S - 520S - Sportf ly / 590S

www.prestige-yachts.com

EXCLUSIVE DEALER OF PRESTIGE YACHTS IN HONG KONG AND SOUTH EAST ASIA
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SOLAR POWERED
ELECTRIC DRIVETRAIN
UNLIMITED RANGE
ZERO EMISSION
A NEW E-RA
OF YACHTING

FRONT EXIT FOR SILENT 60

T

Featuring a saloon door to the foredeck, the first Silent 60 Front Exit
has been launched by PMG Shipyard in Thailand.

he first Silent 60 Front Exit has been launched by the PMG
Shipyard (Shipyard, Issue 61) in Rayong, Thailand, before
delivery to its owner in Florida. PMG is among facilities in
Thailand, Italy and Turkey that produce boats for Austrianowned Silent-Yachts, a leader in solar-electric catamarans.
The original Silent 60 (Review, Issue 63), also built by PMG and
launched last year, is a Front Master version and features a full-beam
owner’s suite forward of and set slightly below the saloon.
The Front Exit version provides direct access from the interior
through a forward saloon door to the foredeck, which features an openair lounge with enough room for up to six people. The forward door
also increases air circulation through the saloon.
The yacht is fitted with twin 250kW electric motors, a 150kW
generator and a 225kWh lithium-ion battery bank.

The hulls feature features four cabins including a large master
cabin with a window-facing bed and a private lounge with L-shaped
sofa. The interior features a bright, warm décor, while another Silent
60 Front Exit with a darker décor will follow.
All future Silent 60 models will feature a raised main deck and a
flush saloon floor, a design that also increases the ceiling heights on
the lower deck, as well as the storage space under the cockpit.
The brand’s other models include the Silent 62 3-Deck, which is slightly
longer than the Silent 60 and features a much larger flybridge, which can be
open or enclosed. The Silent 80 also has the option of a 3-Deck design, open
or closed, while the flagship 120 is being built in Turkey.
www.silent-yachts.com
www.pmgshipyard.com

SILENT 60 SERIES
SILENT 80 SERIES
SILENT 100

www.silent-yachts.com
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SILENT OFFERS HYBRID DRIVETRAIN

Austrian-owned Silent-Yachts is collaborating on the Silent VisionF 82, a hybrid
version of one of its Turkish partner’s existing powercats.

S

ilent-Yachts has revealed details of the Silent VisionF 82 hybrid
aluminium powercat, a product of the solar-electric catamaran
builder’s ongoing collaboration with the VisionF shipyard in
Turkey. VisionF is one of the production facilities for Silent-Yachts
models along with the Austrian-owned brand’s facility in Fano, Italy, and
the PMG Shipyard in Rayong, Thailand.
After VisionF reached out to Silent-Yachts to incorporate green
technology on its existing VisionF 80, the collaboration produced a
hybrid version with design changes including a slight increase in length,
hull amendments and a larger hard top to increase the capacity for solar
panels. The 24m catamaran has a beam of 9.9m and the first unit is
expected to be launched in late 2022.
Michael Köhler, founder and CEO of Silent-Yachts, said: “The Silent
VisionF 82 is a fantastic yacht that will combine the best of both worlds. The
aim of our collaboration with VisionF Yachts is to share our expertise and
know-how. We’re very keen to share information about our propulsion systems
to help guide the yachting industry towards a more sustainable future.”
The flybridge is fitted with a large solar platform like other Silent
models to provide electrical energy that can be stored in a Lithium-ion
battery bank (160kWh) to power all household appliances. The yacht
will be equipped with a parallel hybrid drivetrain, while a fully electric
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version is also available.
The parallel hybrid system will offer electric, hybrid and power driving
modes, as may be offered on a hybrid car. In hybrid mode, the system will
automatically select the electric motor, diesel engine or both, depending
on factors such as speed and battery state. In power mode, both the diesel
engine and electric motor will be engaged to boost acceleration and speed.
The yacht has a single helm seat at the starboard side of the saloon
and twin helm seats on the port side of the covered flybridge, which can
also have a fixed dining table, sofas and seats, or an open-plan design with
loose furniture.
The main deck features alfresco dining in the aft cockpit and a 580sqft
saloon that can include a long galley to starboard. An alternative galleydown layout has the kitchen in the aft end of the port hull. The large solid
foredeck includes a sunken lounge area.
Accommodation options include a 190sqft master suite in the
starboard hull along with a guest cabin that can alternatively be used
as an office and gym. The port hull can house two double or twin ensuite guest cabins, as well as either a galley or crew cabin aft, while the
forepeaks can also be used as crew cabins or for storage.
www.silent-yachts.com
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FIRST PRESTIGE POWERCAT

P

The French motor yacht builder is building the M48 powercat, which is ‘taller
and thinner’ than most twin-hulled motor yachts, and set to debut at Cannes.

restige has revealed details of its upcoming M48 power
catamaran, as the French builder becomes one of the first
leading monohull motor yacht builders to start developing
twin-hulled motor yachts. However, as part of Groupe
Beneteau, the builder has in-house expertise as a sister company of
catamaran leader Lagoon, which builds the large Sixty 7 and Seventy
8 powercats.
Prestige, one of the global leaders in monohull motor yachts from
40-70ft, plans to stage the model’s official premiere at the Cannes
Yachting Festival from September 6-11.
Designed by long-time Prestige designer Garroni Design of Italy
with French naval architect Philippe Briand, the 14.8m yacht is tall
and thin, with a beam of just 6m. This is significantly wider than the
brand’s flagship X70 (5.34m), but much thinner than even shorter
powercats by Aquila, Leopard, Fountaine Pajot and Bali, which range
in length from 13.1-14.1m and have beams between 6.6-7.3m.
The M48 was unveiled in an online presentation by Prestige’s Erwin
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Bamps (Brand Director), Erik Stromberg (Power and Motor Yacht
Product Director) and Rosalie Le Gall (Product Marketing Manager).
Fitted with twin Volvo Penta D4-320 V-drive engines, the yacht is
expected to cruise up to 18 knots and have a top speed of 20 knots.
Bamps said: “Our customers’ expectations extend to multihulls.
Prestige owners cruise with their families and, for the majority, without
crew. They particularly value the feeling of spaciousness afforded by the
360-degree view in the saloon, the extraordinarily bright interior, the
optimal design of the owner’s cabin, and ease of handling of our yachts.
“Today, our buyers want more luxury, space and comfort. High
cruising speed is no longer a demand – stability is, on the other hand.
These have naturally pointed us to the catamaran. With this platform
on the water, Prestige renews its promise to realise the dream of living
on your own private island.”
Prestige estimates the 48ft 6in catamaran to have the interior
volume of a 60ft motor yacht. Arguably the most notable aspect of its
design is a full-beam lower deck that can accommodate two guestcabins aft with window-facing beds and either a full-beam master or
two more guest cabins forward.
The central electric swim platform can carry a tender and be
lowered to become flush with the twin transoms, forming a 6m-wide
terrace and allowing access to a toy storage locker.
The platform can also be raised to form a lounging area just one
step down from the aft cockpit, where a central walkway separates
the L-shaped sofas and two tables, although the latter can ‘open’ and
connect to accommodate up to eight guests for dining. All exterior
furnishings are from the outdoor collection by RODA.
Port stairs lead to a nearly 20sqm flybridge where the starboard
side has a teak table and a C-shaped sofa adjoining a modular sunpad
aft and a forward-facing sofa. To port is a wet bar and a bench-seat
helm station. There’s a large windshield, while a hard top is optional.
The foredeck is notably spacious and has a triple sunpad and

an aft-facing C-shaped sofa with a removable table. The bow layout
allows access to the anchor windlass and storage lockers, while a
skipper cabin is in the port forepeak, with a head to starboard.
The 22sqm saloon starts with the C-shaped galley to starboard,
where the aft window can be opened flush with the roof. The lounge
to port features a C-shaped sofa, dining table and the option of loose
chairs. Woodwork is in walnut with touches of high-gloss lacquer,
while floorboards are available in natural brushed light oak hardwood.
The galley countertops and the dining table are offered in black
marbled ceramic (optional), which is among a wide selection of
interior and exterior upholstery.
A forward door leads to the optional full-beam master suite, which
is 5m wide and covers 18sqm. The cabin has a king-size bed and a
bathroom with shower on the port side and a separate toilet with sink to
starboard. Custom Monalison bed linens in certified organic materials
are an option, while bathrooms feature Hazelnut Corian countertops.
Designer Camilo Garroni said: “For the M48, the objective was to

offer a true powercat, well positioned in the world of yachting, with an
owner’s suite worthy of that found on a 70-footer.”
Aft, two en-suite cabins are separated by a bulwark and feature
window-facing queen beds that can be made into singles.
The stepped hull is pronounced to cut through the waves and
diminish the effects of spray, while the nacelle has been sculpted to
limit the water slapping under the boat. A Volvo joystick can control
the two 320hp engines, one in each hull, while the range is estimated
to be 250nm at 18 knots and over 600nm at eight knots.
Le Gall concluded: “For an optimal power catamaran, we decided
to approve an exclusively powerboat design. This design concept
enabled us to offer a multihull that is not as wide as a sailing
catamaran, but taller. This approach has won over both sailing
catamaran and motor yacht owners.”
www.prestige-yachts.com
www.asiayachting.net
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Jean-Paul Chapeleau, FIN

FOUNTAINE PAJOT POWERCAT POPULAR IN HK
Asia Yachting has sold two units of the Fountaine Pajot MY6 in Hong Kong.

A

sia Yachting secured two sales of the Fountaine Pajot MY6
powercat to owners in Hong Kong soon after the arrival of a
new unit to the city earlier this year. The first unit to arrive
was sold by broker Justin Luk, while the second was sold by
Asia Yachting CEO Olivier Besson and broker Vinci Cheung and is
expected to arrive in the city in the third quarter of the year.
Asia Yachting, which represents Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts in
Hong Kong, is also anticipating the arrival of another unit in early 2023.
The MY6 is equipped with the Volvo Penta IPS500 or IPS650 system,
benefiting from joystick control, and has helm stations in the saloon and
on the flybridge. The layout includes a full-beam aft galley and a large

saloon on the main deck, while accommodation options include an owner’s
suite occupying the port hull and two en-suite double cabins to starboard.
The 15m model was known as the MY44 before it was rebranded as
MY6, with the MY40 changed to MY5. Asia Yachting also sold a new MY5
that arrived in Hong Kong last year and a pre-owned unit of the same model.
Designed by Pierangelo Andreani, both flybridge models have also
had interior upgrades and are part of Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts’
new-look range along with the MY4.S cruiser.
www.asiayachting.net
www.fountaine-pajot.com

FRASER ASIA SELLS PHUKET-BASED SUNSEEKER
Fraser offices in Asia-Pacific represented the seller and buyer of a Sunseeker 86 Yacht.

F

raser Asia has sold the Thailand-based Sunseeker 86 Yacht
Maxxx, with Fraser Australia representing the buyer. Phuketbased Benjamin Tabuteau and Hong Kong-based Eric Noyel
from Fraser Asia represented the seller of the 26.4m (86ft 7in)
flybridge motor yacht, while Peter Redford and Eugenio Cannarsa
from Fraser Australia represented the buyer.
“A special thanks to the Asia-Pacific Fraser team for their support
in concluding the sale of Maxxx, my first for this year,” Tabuteau said.
“We’re looking forward to continued collaborations together.”
Built in 2009 and refurbished in 2018, Maxxx has twin CAT
engines, cruising and top speeds of 20 and 28 knots respectively,
8,500 litres of fuel and a range of 800nm.

Maxxx is distinguished by the option of a jacuzzi on the flybridge
as well as a crane that allows a jetski to be stored on the top deck. The
aft cockpit is fitted out for al fresco dining and has a wet bar, while
the soft refit in 2018 included new outdoor upholstery and a large,
comfortable interior with a new ceiling lining and re-lacquered wood.
The yacht can accommodate eight guests in four staterooms
consisting of a master suite midships, a forward VIP suite and two
twins that can be converted into doubles, all with large windows and
en-suite bathroom facilities.
www.fraseryachts.com
www.asiamarine.com

Henri Brisse, Neel Trimarans

FROM LANTAU TO LA ROCHELLE

Overview of senior appointments at national boating organisations, marinas, builders
of sailing yachts and trimarans, racing leagues and yacht services companies.

J

ean-Paul Chapeleau has been elected President of
Fédération des Industries Nautiques (FIN), which
represents the French nautical sector. Formerly Vice President,
Chapeleau succeeds Yves Lyon-Caen, who served as President
since 2014 and chose not to stand again.
“While the nautical industry is facing major transition challenges,
particularly environmental ones, I am approaching this new
responsibility, surrounded by a solid and experienced team, with the
desire to continue the actions undertaken under the leadership of Yves
Lyon-Caen,” Chapeleau said.
Chapeleau also works with Groupe Beneteau as an Advisor to
the Executive Leadership Team after recently concluding his role as
Deputy CEO, Industrial Operations and Development, having spent
much of his career with the company.
Juliza Liu is the new Director of Membership and Marketing for
Lantau Yacht Club (LYC) in Discovery Bay. Liu’s role with Hong
Kong’s first purpose-built superyacht marina follows her appointment
as Director of Membership and Marketing of Auberge Hospitality,
a collection of hotel, club and leisure properties – including LYC –
under Hong Kong Resort Company Limited.
Liu, a graduate of Iowa State University, succeeds Charlotte Ho,
who has been promoted to a new role within the Group, heading
branding and marketing for Discovery Bay.
Henri Brisse is the new Chief Commercial Officer of La
Rochelle-based Neel-Trimarans, whose businesses also include LeenTrimarans (power) and Trimaran Yacht Charter. Brisse has an
extensive background in sales, marketing and business management
including six years as Beneteau’s Vice-President of Sales and
Marketing.
“I’m very grateful for the trust placed in me to take up this exciting
challenge,” Brisse said. “After more than 10 years of sustainable
profitable growth, Neel-Trimarans, the pioneer and leader of the
cruising trimarans market, has solid foundations to increase its
performance and build a successful future.”

Christian Möller, YYachts
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Juliza Liu, Lantau Yacht Club
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Germany’s YYachts, a leading builder of 70-100ft carbon sailing
yachts, has appointed Christian Möller as Managing Director. An
experienced sailor, Möller is responsible for production, purchasing
and project management, and will share management duties with Dirk
Zademack, Managing Partner at YYachts, who will concentrate on
sales, marketing, product development and administration.
“It has always been my dream to be involved in building exciting
yachts. YYachts is a fantastic brand and the concept of simplifying
yachting without neglecting comfort is perfect,” said Möller, who has
competed in races around the world and cruised extensively in Europe
and the Caribbean.
SailGP has appointed Erica Kerner as Chief Marketing and
Communications Officer with a focus on growing the global racing
league’s audience and building on relationships with distribution and
broadcast partners. Season 3 starts with events in Bermuda and the US
in May and June.
Kerner has spent much of her career in Asia including in Hong
Kong, Singapore and Shanghai, and worked for major brands including
Nike, Adidas, Ralph Lauren, Tiffany and ONE Championship.
“It’s exciting to join SailGP and I look forward to continuing to
grow our dedicated fanbase through compelling storytelling about this
adrenaline-filled sport,” Kerner said. “I’m also passionately committed to
the league’s mission to be the world’s most sustainable sports property.”
Filippo Rossi has returned to Floating Life as CCO, having
worked as Commercial Director from 2009-2012. Rossi is responsible
for strengthening the commercial department and growth in all the
company’s sectors including management, charter, brokerage, build
and technical, fiscal and legal, safety and security, as well as fractional
ownership. The role reunites Rossi with CEO Andrea Pezzini, who
founded the company with Barbara Tambani.
“Andrea Pezzini is not just a mentor to me but also a friend I
deeply respect, so joining this team is an honour,” said Rossi. “The
expectations they have for me, and that I have, are enormous. I see my
future in this company positively and I am flattered by this challenge.”

Erica Kerner, SailGP

Filippo Rossi, Floating Life
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Preview: Sanctuary Cove & Sydney

Long-range ILIAD 50-53S-62-74 motor cats are selling well, as are Multihull Solutions’ spacious Fountaine Pajot MY5s

Flagship Riviera 78 Motor Yacht is the centrepiece of the yard’s display of Sports Motor Yachts, Sport Yachts,
SUVs and Flybridge models from 39-78 feet. The self-contained exhibit on H Arm includes its own Festival of Boating for owners

FRESH LOOK FOR
AUSSIE BOAT SHOWS

Malaysian-owned Mulpha Events Australia, which runs premier Sanctuary
Cove International Boat Show, is taking a hand in the country’s other
leading display in Sydney this year, and will be involved in smaller
Boating Industry Association expos, such as Brisbane and Adelaide.
WORDS BRUCE MAXWELL PHOTOS SANCTUARY COVE EXHIBITORS

A

n agreement signed between Mulpha Australia CEO
Greg Shaw and BIA President Darren Vaux foresees “a
collaboration that will enable the delivery of innovative and
engaging world-class events with a significant focus on the
boating lifestyle, for the benefit of exhibitors, partners, visitors and the
broader boating industry”.
BIA will continue to own its stable of boat shows, and retain overall
financial control, so exactly how the deal will work in practice is
evolving, but there is considerable enthusiasm as the 34th Sanctuary
Cove IBS looms May 19-22.
SCIBS resumed last year after a 2020 lay-off caused by covid,

Interiors of the Riviera 78 reveal a striking layout that
introduces many new features. The forward lounge looks ideal
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the first Asia-Pacific
boat show to do so,
and 51,000 visitors
thronged an expanded
layout in what was
proclaimed the most
successful event ever
Maritimo S75
held.
Located in an
upmarket resort village and the adjacent berths of Harbour One, it has
always had a sheer ambiance factor. Buyers can fly in by helicopter
from the downtown Gold Coast, or stay on site at the InterContinental.
Sydney IBS, held in the International Convention Centre and at
the custom pontoons of Cockle Bay in Darling Harbour, overlooked
by CBD highrise office blocks and hotels, has missed two years, and
will doubtless welcome a fresh approach for the scheduled reopening
of the 53rd edition July 28-August 1. About 60,000 visitors attend,
and whereas Sanctuary Cove is limited by its singular access road and
waterways, turnouts in Sydney could be much higher.
“The marine industry here is truly exceptional, and it is one we are
dedicated to support and grow”, says Shaw.
“As a diversified real estate, hotel and hospitality business, Mulpha
is well placed to expand the boat show offering, to attract a broader
audience, and to introduce more Australians to the boating lifestyle”.
Mulpha, probably best-known in Southeast Asia at present for its
development of the 1,765-acre Leisure Farm in Iskandar Malaysia,
began Australian investments in the 1990s with the purchase of
Bimbadgen Winery, followed in 2002 by its signature acquisition, the
already-famous Sanctuary Cove Resort.

Since then it has added equally-upmarket Hayman Island Resort
in the Whitsunday Islands to the portfolio, along with InterContinental
Hotel interests, and the London Marriott, plus diverse other property
developments.
Chairman of Mulpha is Lee Seng Huang, also known in Hong Kong
for his substantial stake in financial services firm Sun Hung Kai.
Lee went to Sydney University, and in recent years has acquired the
100-foot racing yacht Scallywag, which he has campaigned in many
regional events, including the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race.
SCIBS was developed independently for its first decade, before
the BIA became involved in what had become “Asia-Pacific’s importexport showcase”, but it has had a titular association since, and now it
seems the relationship has come full circle with the latest BIA-Mulpha
Events co-operation.
Both of Australia’s largest production yards, Riviera and Maritimo,
are located nearby in what is effectively the country’s boating
epicentre, and they form rival centrepieces for SCIBS, regularly
exhibiting a wide range of craft and drawing attention to new designs,
technologies and innovations entering the market.
Riviera last year launched a floating VIP owners’ lounge at H Arm
in Harbour One, part of the show’s expanded in-water facility, and the
popular Riviera Festival of Boating is repeated in May at what yard
owner Rodney Longhurst says “will be Riviera’s only exhibition in
Australia for 2022”.
The Festival involves boating education and training workshops,
including courses for lady skippers, mastering knots, lines and
hitches, offshore seamanship, understanding radar, navigating at night,
and onboard power systems management.
These are open to owners and potential clients, and there are a
number of exclusive social events, such as the Riviera owners ladies
luncheon, a cocktail party and a spectacular gala.
Centrepiece of the display will be the new flagship Riviera 78
Motor Yacht, starring amid a further selection of Sports Motor Yachts,
Sport Yachts, SUVs and Flybridge models from across the builder’s
award-winning 39 to 78 feet range.
Maritimo as usual starts the F Arm display with a six vessel
line-up including three global launches. Their range spans M-Series
Flybridge, S-Series Sedans and X-Series Sport models, and Maritimo
is marketed as “Australia’s leading builder of long-range luxury motor
yachts”.
On the slips is their new S75 Sedan Motor Yacht, scheduled to be
launched in late 2022. Maritimo Design Director Tom Barry-Cotter
says it “draws on a wealth of feedback from owners all over the world,
and has been two years in concept development and planning stages.
“Owner input is something that is constantly used, and sees us
creating our most progressive S-Series to date, while retaining the
Maritimo DNA of a superb ride, safe walk-around decks and quality
finishes from construction through to furniture”. Rolls Royce Power
Systems’ MTU engines are being introduced to M75 Flybridge, S75
Sedan, M600 and S600 models.
Tom’s dad Bill Barry-Cotter, also an offshore power boat racing
aficionado, founded both Riviera and later Maritimo, and famously
hung his hat on a penchant for consulting owners. He is now
celebrating 60 years in the industry.
Sales of multihull vessels have taken off across the Asia-Pacific
region in the last decade or two, so three exclusive launches at
Sanctuary Cove from Multihull Solutions will command attention.

They are premiering the Neel 43 trimaran, Fountaine Pajot’s Isla
40 sailing catamaran, and the Fountaine Pajot MY5, alongside the
well-received ILIAD 50, which like the MY5 is a motor catamaran. An
FP Elba 45 is also in the mix.
The Neel 43 trimaran, just arrived, has received nominations for
three of the world’s most prestigious awards for 2022, Multihull of the
Year, European Yacht of the Year, and for the British Yacht Awards.
Fountaine Pajot’s Isla 40 is larger than her predecessor, the Lucia
40, and comes with three or four cabins plus the possibility of a crew
cabin. The renowned yard’s MY4.S also available is a stunning new
Sports version that features a voluminous owners’ suite and lovely
salon-cockpit combination bathed in natural light.
ILIAD catamarans burst onto the scene in 2019 and the 50-53S62-74 range is selling like hot cakes, its pedigree based on exceptional
range, fuel economy, build quality and value for money. See a separate
story this issue on Multihull
Solutions expanded presence
in Singapore and Thailand.
Taiwan and Asia’s largest
boat builder, Horizon, has its
Australian HQ at Sanctuary
Cove, and has recently
sold the impressive Fast
Displacement FD90 Sumo,
Fountaine Pajot Isla 40
designed by Cor D. Rover,
to owners who are basing the
boat at Airlie Beach. She has an enclosed skylounge configuration and
a five stateroom layout, including an on-deck master.
This and similar models are being shown, and Horizon itself has
by far the widest range of options of any builder in the region. Sumo,
which also features floor-to-ceiling windows, is the second FD90 sold
in Australia alone.
Mulpha Events General Manager Johan Hasser advises the other
new models are scheduled from Ocean Alexander, Palm Beach Motor
Yachts, Axopar and Whitehaven Motor Yachts.
“The recent extension of the marina has allowed SCIBS to occupy
every last bit of space”, she says. “As such, there are significantly
more boats on the water this year”.
www.sanctuarycoveboatshow.com.au

Horizon Yachts has sold two Fast Displacement FD90s in Australia. These and other
models from Asia’s biggest builder will be on display at Sanctuary Cove in May
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Michael Köhler, Silent-Yachts

KÖHLER
POWER

Founder and CEO of Silent-Yachts, Austrian Michael Köhler has been
pioneering the use of solar power in yachting for over a decade and is now
looking to share his company’s expertise and technology with other builders.
INTERVIEW JOHN HIGGINSON PHOTOS SILENT-YACHTS
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Michael Kohler, Silent-Yachts

Köhler at the wheel of a Silent 55, a model that has made way for the new Silent 60 in production in Italy,Thailand and Turkey; interior of the in-build Silent VisionF 82

appliances without using a generator. We quickly became friends
and decided to pursue a partnership. Several visits followed and in
October we signed a contract to start the production of some of our
boats, so we brought over moulds and even some finished hulls just to
speed up production. They’re producing the Silent 60 and Silent 80,
and are incredibly fast. They’ve also started on the production of two
Silent VisionF 82s, which is the hybrid version of their VisionF 80.
Can you tell us more about the Silent VisionF 82?
It’s longer than the VisionF 80, the underwater part of the hull is
new and the roof has been enlarged to fit more solar panels. It has a
slightly different interior, with more European taste, and we’ve made
big changes in the energy system. It’s the same system we use on
Silent-Yachts models. For propulsion, the client can choose between
diesel, diesel-hybrid or pure electric.

The Silent-Yachts facility in Fano, Italy, covers over four hectares

Michael, following a busy couple of years promoting, selling
and building your new line-up of models, can you provide an
overview of your current production?
Across our own facilities in Italy and with our partners in Turkey and
Thailand, we’re currently building 19 yachts comprising 10 units of
the 60/62 series, six 80 series, the flagship 120 and two Silent VisionF
82 hybrid catamarans.
Since late last year, we’ve already delivered the first three units of
the Silent 60. This year, we hope to deliver about 10 units of the Silent
60, three of the Silent 80 and two or three of the Silent VisionF 82.
We’re convinced we can achieve this.
In total, we’ve already put 15 boats in the water when you count
the first three 60s, our Solarwave 46 from 2009 and the Silent 64 and
55, our first production models.
Can you give an overview of the Silent-Yachts facilities in
Fano and which models you produce there?
The site has about 22,000sqm (2.2 hectares) of covered facilities in
four big sheds and about the same area outside the sheds. It has a
double set of moulds for the Silent 60 and a single set for the Silent
80. The number of workers is hard to determine because the Italian
system uses a lot of sub-contractors, so it’s difficult to know how many
people are working on our furniture, for example. I’d estimate there
are maybe 200 people in Italy working on or for our boats.
Silent 60 models have also been built at the PMG Shipyard
in Thailand for the last couple of years, but what led to your
recent partnership with Turkish yard VisionF?
We met them at the Cannes Yachting Festival last September as they
had a booth next to us and showed their VisionF 80 catamaran. It
looks very sleek and we were pleasantly surprised about the high
quality of construction and the clever layout, especially when you
realise the dimensions of the interior. The only drawback is that it’s
fully diesel powered, which really hurt us.
As we talked to them, they were enthusiastic about our solarelectric knowledge and ability to help them power all onboard
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Is Silent-Yachts open to sharing its solar-electric technology
with other builders?
Definitely. It’s hard to compare us to Elon Musk because he’s a few

times bigger than us, to say the least, but he did the same. He opened
all his Tesla patents and I think it was a smart move because we
should share the knowledge for a better future. I think the market
now demands less fuel-consuming boats and every day you read that
there’s a gas and petrol problem in Europe.
It was already obvious to me in 2009, when we produced the
first fully solar-powered yacht, that it’s an advantage to have a
boat that doesn’t require fuel. As a back-up, our first boat had an
88-litre fuel tank and at the end of the boating season, I emptied the
entire contents into my car. We challenged ourselves to not use the
generator at all and we didn’t use it for three years, which proved
that diesel isn’t required. However, in my opinion, it’s mandatory to
have a generator on board because you could need it to get out of bad
weather, for example, or if there’s almost no sun for days on end.
The main message that we sent was that solar-electric technology
works on yachts if you design the boat in a specific way. You can’t just
attach solar panels on any boat. It must be designed so you can fit
as many solar panels on the roof as possible. I’m not a fan of having
solar panels on the hull sides because they’re in the shade or not in

The hybrid Silent VisionF 82 under construction is a collaboration between Silent-Yachts and its partner in Turkey, VisionF

MICHAEL KÖHLER

Michael and his wife Heike are the founders of SilentYachts. In 2009, after years of testing solar-powered
propulsion, they launched the Solarwave 46, a fully
self-sufficient blue-water catamaran. Silent-Yachts
started producing the Silent 64 in Turkey and Silent 55
in China before developing its current range including
multiple versions of the Silent 60/62 and Silent 80,
plus the flagship 120. Today, the company has its own
production facility in Fano, Italy, and cooperates with
shipyards in Turkey (VisionF) and Thailand (PMG) to
keep up with production. Michael and Heike have
received awards for their research on alternative
energy production and consumption on boats, lectured
on energy consumption on superyachts and published
a book, Energy Supply on Yachts. The couple have
spent over 5,000 days on board yachts and sailed
more than 75,000nm around the world.
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Michael Köhler, Silent-Yachts

The first Front Exit version of the Silent 60 (left); Michael and Heike Kohler (right) have been developing solar-electric technology on yachts for close to two decades

panels on the roof of our office building. Over a year, the building’s
solar-electric system powers all the offices and systems in the
building. Sometimes we produce enough to give to the grid, and
sometimes we must take from the grid when there are days of gloomy
weather.

In production in three sites across the world, the Silent 60 is the pioneer of Silent-Yachts’ current portfolio of solar-electric catamarans

the right position. As such, if we were to work with builders, we’d also
need to work on the design of the boat.
What led to you creating the Silent Group of businesses, which
was announced earlier this year and includes tenders, charter,
brokerage, management, Silent-Resorts and an online shop?
All the boats we’ve produced and are building are connected to the
business divisions we announced. The tender division, for example, is
because all our clients want electric tenders that they can charge on
their boat, so they go hand in hand. We’re currently in the prototype
stage and the tenders will be available for everybody, not only with
Silent catamarans.
The brokerage department simply allows us to help our clients sell
their boats if they wish to upgrade, for example. We’ve been operating
charters for several years and it’s a natural offering for our clients,
so we offer the possibility for them to put their boat into charter with
proper management. Same for yacht management.
So, while it seems like a big announcement, it’s just a logical

development based on our orders and our relationships with
our clients. We’ve been offering these services for a while, so
it’s more a formalisation of our existing offerings. Furthermore,
Silent-Yachts models are different to most other boats on the
market, so other companies wouldn’t be able to handle a lot of
these aspects.
We had already announced Silent-Resorts, which uses our
solar-electric technology for low-footprint luxury resorts on
pristine islands with moorings for solar-electric yachts, sharing
an electricity grid. The first one is in the Bahamas.
If you see how resorts have been developed in the Maldives,
for example, the centre of each island has huge generators and
hundreds of jerry cans and barrels. Our developments will have
a generator for emergency situations only, such as in the case of
three straight days of really bad weather. But over a year, maybe
95, 99, even 100 per cent of the power needed for all the villas
and facilities will come from solar power.
Right now, my electric car is being charged by the solar

Do you think the world’s leading production yacht builders
should be doing more in terms of using solar energy and
other sustainable technologies?
Firstly, I don’t like greenwashing. I don’t like brands who pretend to
be as green as we are or say their boats are green or self-sufficient
when they’re not. However, I do agree more builders should be
focusing on at least reducing the fuel consumption, such as if they’re
solar-assisted.
Even the likes of a Mangusta motor yacht could have some solar

panels on the roof that could charge the batteries to operate the aircon and kitchen appliances, for example. Almost every brand could
rethink their designs, although I don’t think all of them will.
It’s happening in the car industry. A few years ago, a Mazda dealer
told me the company would never build an electric car, but they’d
obviously already been developing it because their first one then came
out in 2019.
I think all the big yacht brands are discussing or developing it or
at least planning to do so. It’s only a matter of time and to what extent
they commit to this transition, such as at least covering power for the
appliances. It just needs the design to adapt a little bit, so it depends
on how flexible their designers and engineers are. However, I expected
more to have happened by now.
www.silent-yachts.com

The Silent 80 is available in three versions: standard, 3-Deck Open (below) and 3-Deck Closed featuring an enclosed skylounge

Silent-Yachts has an office in Port Adriano in Mallorca (left), where it also runs charter and management services; Silent-Resorts (right) is starting with a property in the Bahamas

92

93

6-11 SEPTEMBER 2022
C A N N E S - V I E U X P O R T & P O R T C A N TO

1ST EUROPEAN
ON WATER
SHOW
1ST EUROPEAN
ONBOAT
WATER
BOAT SHOW

Luxury has a rendez-vous with yachting
Book your exlusive VIP programme to discover the Yachting Festival:
helicopter transfers, personalized tour, visit of yachts, VIP club…
vipcannes@rxglobal.com
M OTO R B O AT S

S A I L I N G B O AT S

VIEUX PORT

P O R T C A N TO

w w w.canne sy ac h tin gf estival. c o m

MULTIHULLS SPECIAL 2022

Power

CATAMARANS
POWER UP

Hull one of the 100 Sunreef Power, delivered in early 2022

The selection of powercat models continues to increase both in variety and size, while the
market’s growing popularity mean monohull builders are now getting in on the action.
WORDS JOHN HIGGINSON PHOTOS SHIPYARDS & DEALERS

L

uxury catamaran builders have moved powercats into a
new size sector in recent years. Lagoon stepped up with the
Seventy 8 and Sixty 7, Sunreef rolled out its 60, 70 and 80
Power models, Fountaine Pajot produced the Power 67 and
Aquila joined the ‘big cat’ party with the 70 Luxury, with a solarelectric version sold by Simpson Marine soon arriving in Indonesia.
However, Sunreef has raised the bar. Delivering on its ambitions
to move firmly into the superyacht sector, the Polish builder handed
over the first hull of the 100 Sunreef Power (see Review) to its owner
earlier this year and plans to display the yacht at one of Europe’s key
boat shows this autumn.
Celebrating its 20th anniversary since it was founded by Francis
Lapp in Poland in 2002, Sunreef is still on an upward spiral as
it continues to develop its new 80,000sqm (8-hectare) site on the
banks of the Martwa Wisla River in Gdansk on the country’s north
coast.
To keep up with production across its power and sail ranges, both
standard and Eco, it still operates its original facility in the historic
Gdansk Shipyard and plans to do so for at least another couple
of years. It now employs in the region of 1,800-2,000 people, an
astonishing figure for a semi-custom, luxury catamaran builder.
And the 100 Sunreef Power is no one-off. Hull two is under
construction and is heavily customised, with features including an
enclosed cigar lounge on the flybridge. Overall, the layout will be
very different from hull one, with six guest cabins including a master
stateroom on the main deck.
Late last year, the brand rounded out its modern range with the
launch of the first 70 Sunreef Power, which joined the 80 Power
launched in 2020 and the 60 Power released the following year.
“Catamarans will continue to gain more and more space on the
market,” Lapp says. “This is because more and more customers are
looking for more sustainable cruising. Catamarans are more energyefficient than monohulls and you can see many ambitious catamaran
concepts emerging now. This trend will carry on in the future and we
will see more demand for larger and greener cats.”
Sunreef’s push towards greener cats is led by its evolving Eco
range – solar-electric versions of its existing Power and Sail models.
The technology includes Sunreef’s own ‘solar skin’ panels integrated
into the composite bodywork, ultralight batteries and electric or
hybrid engines. Options include wind turbines and high-performance
kites, plus hydrogeneration systems for sailing models.
Spanish F1 driver Fernando Alonso is awaiting hull one of the 60
Sunreef Power, a fully-electric version with solar panels in the hulls,
superstructure and bimini roof.

100

Alonso, a two-time F1 champion, said: “We are more aware and
want more sustainability. We have seen important changes over the
last years in global mobility, and to me it makes perfect sense to go
for an electric catamaran. The world is going electric and yachts
should also follow.”
In fact, Lapp says most of Sunreef’s powercat enquiries are
now for Eco models. “In the coming years, we expect this trend to
continue and to evolve towards an even more important demand for
electric yachts.”
LARGE LAGOONS IN ASIA
Lagoon, the world’s biggest pleasure catamaran builder, helped
ignite the current demand for large powercats with the Seventy 8,
which premiered at the Cannes Yachting Festival in 2017, following
up two years later with the Sixty 7, a model it plans to show again at
Cannes this year.
Lagoon has delivered over 6,000 catamarans globally and
remains the most popular multihull brand in Asia. There are Seventy
8 powercats in Vietnam and the Philippines, and another unit of the
flagship is due to arrive in Hong Kong this summer following a sale
by Simpson Marine.
Last year, Simpson Marine staged the Asia premiere of the
Sixty 7 in Hong Kong before the yacht was delivered to its owner
in Taiwan, while the regional dealer has sold another unit to Hong
Kong. A Sixty 7 is also due to arrive at the end of this year in the
Philippines, where Lagoon is represented by Europa Yachts.
The two powercat models are part of Lagoon’s ‘Big Four’ along
with their sister sailing catamarans, the Sixty 5 and Seventy 7, with
the builder so far delivering more than 50 units of the quartet. The
‘Big Four’ and the brand’s other 50ft-plus models are produced in
Lagoon’s Bordeaux facility, while it also produces smaller sailing
catamarans in other sites in France.
Brand Director Thomas Gailly says almost 2,000 employees
work for Lagoon, directly or indirectly, in different sites. Despite
production challenges due to ongoing supply-chain issues affecting
most builders around the globe, he says demand is greater than ever.
“After a slowdown in 2020 due to Covid, we now have an order
book like never before. Recently we’ve seen more and more people
who had never thought of buying a boat start to realise their ‘home
office’ could be on their boat,” Gailly says.
“The demand comes from private owners but also from the
charter market, as tourism returns. Overall, the catamaran market
keeps on being a very dynamic segment in the industry and we
expect it to continue.”
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The 100 Sunreef Power (left) has a similar layout to other Sunreef powercats but on a vast scale; hull two of the 100 Sunreef Power will feature an enclosed flybridge (right)

FOUNTAINE PAJOT MOTORING
In La Rochelle, two hours’ north of Bordeaux, Fountaine Pajot is
hosting a three-day motor yacht event in May focused on sea trials of
all its powercat models, along with shipyard tours and entertainment.
Now with about 1,000-1,200 staff including for sister brand
Dufour, Fountaine Pajot has produced over 4,000 catamarans since
1976 and has a strong history in powercats, having been among the
first production cat builders to enter the motor yacht sector, in 1998.
Group Sales Director Steven Guedeu says sales of its motor yachts
are increasing every year, but still make up about 20 per cent of the
brand’s turnover as sailing cat demand is similarly rising.
The Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts range now includes the new
MY4.S, which had its world premiere at Cannes last September. The
37-footer also exhibited at this year’s International Multihull Show at
La Grande Motte, where it was announced as the Multihull of the Year
winner in the Power Under 40’ category.
“The response to the MY4.S has been excellent,” Guedeu says. “It
has been very successful, as we believe it answers a special demand.”
The MY4.S offers a cruiser option in a range that also includes the
MY5 and MY6 flybridge powercats as well as the flagship Power 67.
Formerly known as the MY40 and MY44 respectively, the MY5 and
MY6 are now offered in a new Millesime interior as part of Fountaine
Pajot’s ongoing upgrade of its interior styling.
“The Millesime interior has elevated our motor yacht offerings,”
Guedeu says. “We’ve reached a new interior level for all the Fountaine
Pajot Motor Yacht models, which now matches the quality of more
expensive monohull motor yachts.”

Asia Yachting represents Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts in Hong
Kong, where this year it has sold two units of the MY6 with the
Millesime interior including a unit delivered earlier this year. The
regional dealer also sold a new MY5 that arrived in the city last year,
while an MY5 is on display at this year’s Sanctuary Cove International
Boat Show through Multihull Solutions.
Guedeu says he sees more competition coming in the powercat
sector, but says the company’s experience and expertise will maintain
its position as a front-runner.
“Fountaine Pajot launched the market of the power catamaran and
today Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts remains a worldwide reference in
this market. Powercats are becoming more popular, to such an extent
that many new brands are getting into it, but we have a know-how and
special hull designs that can’t be matched.”
POWER OF LEOPARDS
Leopard is another cruising catamaran giant, having produced
over 2,500 hulls over the past two decades in Cape Town, where South
African builder Robertson & Caine produces the brand’s sailing and
power cats, which are certified both in Europe (CE) and the Americas
(NMMA/ABYC).
Leopard, which has about 1,500 staff, has recently been upgrading
its range of powercats, which traditionally outnumber the brand’s
sailing cats in Asia. The 53 Powercat launched in 2020 kick-started
the brand’s fourth generation of power catamarans and has been
followed this year by the 46 (see Review), while the 40 will debut in
2023.

SAIL 42 | 45 | 50

POWER 46 PC | 53 PC

Sea

perfection
Asia Head Office | Phuket, Thailand | kit.c@thlmarine.com | 66+(0)81 766 1799

The new 70 Sunreef Power (left) joins the 60, 80 and 100 in Sunreef’s modern powercat range; Fernando Alonso is awaiting hull one of the 60 Sunreef Power Eco (right)
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Simpson Marine staged the Asia premiere of the Lagoon Sixty 7 in Hong Kong (left) before the hull headed to Taiwan; the Seventy 8 (right) remains Lagoon’s flagship

“The new generation of Leopard powercats are a breed of their
own, built to compete with motor yachts,” says Kit Chotithamaporn,
Leopard’s Yacht Sales Manager – Asia.
“The 46 Powercat was not built to replicate any of our sailing
catamarans, but instead is a true motor yacht in her own right. With this
yacht, we were able to take all the loved attributes of the 53 Powercat
and put them onto the 46 without compromising the interior space.”
Fourth-generation features include an indoor helm station, fullsized fridge and induction hobs, while the brand continues to offer
large, feature-packed flybridges. The new models – which have the
option of solar panels and lithium batteries – are proving almost as
popular globally as the brand’s sailing cats, which have traditionally
outsold their motor yacht sisters two to one.
“In the motor yacht market, we’re confident we’ve found the ‘sweet
spot. For many years the sailing range dominated Leopard sales
globally, but with the new line of power catamarans, they’re quite
even,” Kit says.
“In Asia, the former 43 and 51 Powercats sold well, and the trend
is continuing with the new 46 and 53 Powercats. The trend should
continue as the new models offer the same great performance and
efficiency yet with much-improved aesthetics and luxury, which suits
clients in Asia.”
Leopard, which plans to display the 46 and 53 Powercats with its
42, 45 and 50 sailing cats at Cannes in September, prides itself on the
rugged, tried-and-tested systems and fuel economy of its catamarans.
For many years, most of its catamarans had to make ocean passages

from Cape Town to their delivery destinations.
“Leopards can run on one engine at a time, further saving on fuel.
Leopard Powercats can cruise at passage-making speeds of 6-8 knots
while sipping at the fuel and offer incredible range on a single tank,”
Kit says.
“The catamaran sector will continue to grow, sailing and power
alike, as stability, space and consumption are at the top of a buyer’s
list. The operating costs of a Leopard powercat are much lower than
a monohull powerboat. Engines are half the size to achieve the same
speed and the consumption throughout the RPM range is half that of a
monohull.”
AQUILA’S DECADE
Aquila, co-founded by MarineMax and Sino Eagle in 2012, has
played an enormous role in growing the popularity of powercats and
celebrates its 10th anniversary with a strong portfolio of six highperformance models from 28-70ft, plus two more models coming soon.
Its production facility now employs about 450 staff and has grown
to almost 100,000sqm, with three large production centres and a
three-storey office building, while facilities include a private marina
where testing takes place.
“Production and sales remain strong as Aquila continues as the
world’s number one power catamaran manufacturer,” says Alain
Raas, Aquila’s Brand Manager. “Aquila’s success has been noticed
throughout the boating industry. We’re excited to see tremendous
growth in the power catamaran market as it pushes our design and

Fountaine Pajot has expanded its motor yacht range with the MY4.S (left); a new MY6 (right) in Hong Kong, where two units were recently sold by Asia Yachting
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Asia’s first Aquila 28 Molokai (left), a model that made its world premiere at the Miami show in February; the 41 Yacht (right) is among upcoming Aquila models

Leopard staged the world premiere of its 46 Powercat earlier this year

development teams to maintain our market-leading status.”
The brand’s rapid rise to become a market leader has been
spearheaded by the remarkable ongoing sales of the 44 Yacht and 36
Sport. The 44 Yacht has now totalled 180 orders, making her one of
the world’s most successful flybridge powercats since she premiered in
2014.
The 36 Sport, new in 2017, was the brand’s first outboard model
and has about 200 orders, which Aquila says make it the world’s most
successful outboard powercat cruiser.
Aquila’s Hydro Glide Foil System has proved an increasingly
popular option on the 36 Sport and has been chosen for about one in
three orders in 2021 and 2022. Shaped like an upside-down ‘T’, the
foil links the two hull bottoms forward of the engines and improves

efficiency by 30-35 per cent, reducing emissions, fuel costs and even
engine sizes.
After debuting the 32 Sport in 2019, Aquila premiered a new
version in 2021 as it expanded its product range at both ends of the
size spectrum, most notably with the fast-selling 54 Yacht and the
flagship, semi-custom 70 Luxury.
“Both the Aquila 54 Yacht and 70 Luxury have had unprecedented
success since coming to market in early 2021,” Raas says. “Both
models are highly sought after globally, with sold units on order for the
next 24 months.”
Simpson Marine has represented Aquila since 2018 and ‘big cat’
sales include a 54 Yacht to Thailand and 70 Luxury to Indonesia, with
both hulls arriving this year. The 70 Luxury for Indonesia features

Aquila’s flagship 70 Luxury (left) offers monohull lines and performance, with a customised unit sold to Indonesia; a 54 Yacht (right) has been sold to Thailand, also by Simpson Marine
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custom-designed solar-panel coverage and a custom Lithium battery
pack.
Although speed and performance are among Aquila’s selling
points, the builder offers solar panels as an option on its Yacht and
Luxury models, and is researching electric and hybrid power and
propulsion systems.
Aquila’s newest model is the 28 Molokai, the first in its Offshore
class. The first unit in Asia was sold in Malaysia after showings in
Port Dickson and Penang in December, while further units have been
ordered for Singapore and Hong Kong. The Offshore series is set to be
expanded by the 47 Molokai due in early 2023.
Aquila is also developing the 41 Yacht, which could debut at the
Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show in October or the Miami
International Boat Show in February 2023, with the brand planning to
also display the existing six models at both events. A smaller option to
the existing 44 and 54 Yacht models, the 41 is also a flybridge model
and features naval architecture by French studio VPLP.
The design includes signature Aquila features like the aft cockpit
bar with flip-up window, flybridge steps to the foredeck and bulbous
bows, along with wide transoms that double as swim platforms and
feature the brand’s slide-out ladder system. The 41 also features
“extra-large” hull windows and two or three cabins plus a smaller
flexible cabin for kids, crew or storage.
It’s another exciting step from a brand that not only has made
powercats more popular within the multihull sector but helped them
play a larger part in the overall motor yacht market.

Jean Raas of Sino Eagle says: “The catamaran sector continues to
grow globally around the world. As powercats progress and compete
with motor yacht lines, performance and interior finish while offering
more living space, we’ll see more growth. And Aquila will continue to
be at the forefront as we introduce more models within our line-up.”
MORE FROM FRANCE
French brand Bali is a relative newcomer to the powercat market, having
primarily focused on sailing catamarans since it was created in 2014 by
Olivier Poncin, owner of the Catana catamaran shipyard founded in 1984.
Headquartered in Canet-en-Roussillon, Bali joined the motor yacht
market in 2019 with the premiere of the Lasta-designed 4.3 MY at
the International Multihull Show in La Grande Motte. The model has
the brand’s signature features such as the solid foredeck and the ‘Bali
door’ that lifts to completely open the saloon to the outside.
Bali also has a second motor yacht, the slightly smaller Catspace
MY, which features a large flybridge that extends as far back as the aft
end of the hull. Layouts include a three-cabin version with an owner’s
suite in the port hull or four en-suite cabins with additional bunks
available in each of the forward rooms, for 10 berths.
Meanwhile, Leen Trimarans has had a busy period as the La
Rochelle builder develops its range of motorised trawler trimarans
featuring Pierre Frutschi’s exterior and interior design, and naval
architecture by Bernard Nivelt.
The shipyard recently delivered hull one of its flagship Leen 72
before the owner embarked on a voyage from France to the US east

Bali entered the powercat sector with the 4.3 MY, which features many of the signature features seen on its sailing cats including the ‘Bali door’
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Leen-Trimarans shipped hull one of the Leen 56 (left) to Alaska; the Leen 50 (right) is an upcoming addition to the 56 and flagship 72, with hull one of the latter recently delivered

coast via Scotland, Iceland, Greenland and Canada. The tri-hulled
motor yacht will exhibit at the United States Powerboat Show in
Annapolis from October 6-9. Earlier this year, Leen shipped hull
one of the hybrid-powered Leen 56 for an American client from La
Rochelle to Alaska, with hull two completed soon after.
Leen is also developing the entry-level Leen 50, with the first
units scheduled to launch in late 2023. With a 26ft beam, the layout
includes a master with en-suite on the starboard side of the main deck,
guest cabins fore and aft in the central hull, and optional single berths
in the outer hulls. The 50-footer carries 3,500 litres of fuel for a range
of about 1,500nm at 9 knots.
Along with sister brand Neel (sailing trimarans), Leen is
represented in selected Asia-Pacific markets by Multihull Solutions,
which represents multiple brands including ILIAD Catamarans. More
information can be found in the Multihull Solutions chapter of this
Multihulls Special 2022.
THAILAND PIONEER
In Thailand, PMG Shipyard’s models include the new Cora Cat
48, which can be built to a range of certifications from Europe’s CE
to UK-based Lloyd’s and Australia’s AMSA. Features include a large
flybridge with the yacht’s primary helm station, while a second helm
with joystick and screen can be added in the saloon upon request.
Built on a fast displacement hull, the current design has evolved to
allow a light-filled interior and more space. The expanded main-deck
saloon features larger windows, while a flat foredeck covered in sun

pads allows for larger forward cabins.
The standard layout of the Cora Cat 48 includes a large aft cockpit
for alfresco dining and a bar counter that connects with the aft galley,
while the saloon can benefit from extra space if a lower helm is not
fitted. Accommodation options include a four-cabin layout featuring
forward cabins with window-facing beds, or a three-cabin layout
with bespoke master suite in the port hull. The Cora Cat 48 will be
distributed by Multihull Solutions and the first model will be available
to view in mid-2023.
Owned by Philippe Guenat, the 20,800sqm PMG Shipyard has
expertise in the field of solar technology and offers solar-assisted
designs that can power onboard systems including air-conditioning
without use of a generator, while hybrid or electric propulsion can also
be included on certain models.
“Our catamarans are built for and used in the Asia-Pacific region,
so all our systems must be extremely reliable as there may not be
marinas every 20nm if repairs are needed,” Guenat says. “For the
same reason, we like to have diesel engines for power and security,
although we have long experience with hybrid and electric power
and propulsion. Our catamarans are designed for long voyages in
sometimes rough seas, so safety is our priority.”
Guenat also stresses that PMG Shipyard’s range of powercats don’t
use balsa in the core but vinyl ester, which is extremely resistant to
osmosis. Furthermore, the vinyl ester is insulated from the hull by half
an inch of airspace, ensuring it always stays dry.
The Swiss believes another attraction of its powercats is the

The Cora Cat 48 (left) by PMG Shipyard offers a proven platform, a huge flybridge and a large saloon (right) if having just one helm on the flybridge
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Silent-Yachts has launched units of the Silent 60 in forward master (left) and front exit versions; new hulls of the 60 and 62 3-Deck will feature flush flooring (right)

exceptional value for money due to building in a country with lower
labour costs. Its location east of U-Tapao Rayong Pattaya International
Airport also enables Asia-based buyers to easily visit the shipyard
during construction.
“We’ve had clients who visit several times a year and they feel more
connected to the project and can work closely on customising the boat.”
SOLAR EXPANSION
Since 2019, PMG Shipyard has also doubled as one of the
production facilities for the Silent 60, the smallest model in Austrianowned Silent-Yachts’ current range of solar-electric catamarans, which
succeed the 64 and 55 production models.
In Italy, Silent-Yachts builds the Silent 60 and 80 series at its
Adriatic coast shipyard in Fano, which has 22,000sqm of covered
facilities plus a similar amount of outdoor space. Silent cats are also
being built in Turkey following a recent partnership with the VisionF
shipyard, as the companies collaborate on the Silent VisionF82, an
upcoming solar-assisted hybrid version of the existing VisionF 80.
The first unit of the Silent 60 was launched in Thailand last year
before heading to Europe, while recent launches include the model’s
first Front Exit version, which features a saloon door to the foredeck
instead of a full-beam owner’s cabin forward on the main deck.
Most subsequent orders for the ‘60 series’ have been for the
Silent 62 3-Deck, which features longer transoms and a much larger
flybridge that can be open or partially enclosed. In addition, the
model’s design has evolved and now includes a raised cockpit plate

that creates flush flooring from the cockpit through the main-deck
interior, instead of the slightly raised lounge seen on the initial units.
As well as less steps from the cockpit up to the side decks, the new
design has created cabins with more headroom and new storage space
under the cockpit for the likes of a tender, water toys or even a Laser
sailboat.
Michael Köhler, founder and CEO of Silent-Yachts, says he has
also applied these improvements to the Silent 80, with the first unit
set to be launched later this year, potentially in time for the Cannes
Yachting Festival.
“We’ve had great feedback on the first units of the Silent 60
and even a video of some people entering the interior and saying, ‘I
wouldn’t have expected that,’ because they were surprised a 60-footer
could be so big inside,” says Köhler, who launched his Solarwave 46
solar-electric catamaran in 2009, after years of testing solar-powered
propulsion.
“However, I’m happy to change the design of boats, so they’re
continually being upgraded, without looking at the financial
consequences. If we can improve something, we change it on the next
units. We’re continually optimising the design through construction.”
Founded in 2020, Alva is among new brands in the solar-electric
catamaran sector and has announced sales of seven units of its Ocean
Eco 60 and an Ocean Eco 90 EX. The company recently revealed
designs for the Ocean Eco 60 Coupé, a cruiser model.
The German-owned company builds in Turkey’s Antalya Free
Zone and plans to debut the first Ocean Eco 60 at the 2023 Palma

The Silent 62 3-Deck offers a large flybridge in open (left) or enclosed designs; the open flybridge design of the Silent 80 3-Deck (right)
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Alva’s current production is focused on the first units of the Ocean Eco 60 (left); the German-owned brand is also offering a Coupé version (right)

International Boat Show then the Ocean ECO 90 EX at the Cannes
Yachting Festival later in the year.
“Antalya is one of the best shipbuilding hubs in the world and
the shipbuilding culture is heavily focused on craftsmanship,” says
Milan Henn, Head of Design. “We can take advantage of the amazing
infrastructure and facilities here to maximise our series yacht production.”
Alva’s catamarans feature a distinctive design including extensions
from the flybridge sides that join the bow corners, creating a semiprotected foredeck.
“The exterior design is heavily influenced by automotive trends
and underlines futuristic technology,” Henn says. “Breaking yachting
conventions is very much what we try to do with the design of our
yachts, and this can be seen in the very disruptive exterior.”
MONOHULL BRANDS COMING
Meanwhile, Prestige is the first of the world’s major monohull
motor yacht builders to move into the power catamaran sector with
its M-Line series. At Cannes in September, the French builder will
stage the world premiere of the M48, a 48ft 6in powercat that doesn’t
compete with fellow Groupe Beneteau builder Lagoon, which is
focused on larger models with its Sixty 7 and Seventy 8.
The M48 is designed by Italy’s Garroni Design – Prestige’s longtime collaborator – and features naval architecture by Frenchman

Philippe Briand. Tall and slim, it offers 1,400sqft of living space yet
has a beam of just 19ft 8in, which is over 2ft wider than the brand’s
flagship X70 monohull but much thinner than similar-length or
slightly shorter powercats on the market.
Innovative features include a full-beam accommodation on the
lower deck, which can have a full-width master suite or two cabins
forward as well as two cabins side by side midships, each with raised
window-facing beds. Other notable features include an aft cockpit with
facing L-shaped Roda sofas and tables separated down the centreline,
as well as a foredeck with an aft-facing sofa in the bow.
Fitted with twin 325hp Volvo D4s, the M48 is expected to have
a top speed of 20 knots, fuel consumption of 80 litres per hour at 17
knots and a range of 600nm at eight knots.
And more monohull brands are coming. Bluegame, Sanlorenzo’s
sister company, announced at the 2019 Cannes Yachting Festival that
it would be entering the powercat market. More recently, it revealed
details of the BGM75, which will debut an exclusive Volvo hybrid
powertrain.
Zuccon International Project and Studio Lissoni, long-time
collaborators with Sanlorenzo, designed the exterior and interior
respectively, while Briand handled the naval architecture of a yacht
featuring a full sandwich-infused hull and carbon-reinforced hull and
decks.

A world leader in 40-70ft monohull motor yachts, Prestige is entering the powercat sector with the M48 (left), to debut at Cannes; Bluegame is coming with the BGM75 (right)
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The new Fountaine Pajot Aura 51 and Lagoon 51 are spearheading a move
by the global catamaran giants into a new era of sustainability, while Sunreef
has launched the first two models in its ‘solar-skinned’ Eco range.
WORDS NICK HUNG PHOTOS SHIPYARDS & DEALERS
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The Lagoon 51 debuted at this year’s International Multihull Show in France (far left and far right); the above CGI (middle) shows the model’s potential solar panel coverage

W

hen Lagoon staged the world premiere of the Lagoon 51
at a wet, overcast edition of the International Multihull
Show at La Grande Motte in late April, it completed a
recent upgrade of its mid-size models among a portfolio
ranging up to the flagship Seventy 7.
Following the launch of the Lagoon 55 last year, the addition of the
51 offers a second new-generation model to succeed the former 560
and 52, with the last unit of the latter leaving the Bordeaux shipyard
in March.
In September, Lagoon plans to show the 51 as part of a strong
display at the Cannes Yachting Festival alongside the 42, 46, 55, Sixty
5 and Seventy 7 models in Port Canto, with a Sixty 7 powercat over in
Vieux Port with the motor yachts.
“With over 6,000 Lagoons sailing all over the world, Lagoon is
the leader of the sailing catamaran market and we want to keep this
position, so have recently come up with two very innovative models
that answer customer demands in terms of modernity, comfort and
space,” says Thomas Gailly, Lagoon’s Brand Director.
“There’s a great demand on the market for mid-sized catamarans
like the 51 and 55. In addition, with the commercial success of the
Lagoon 42 and 46, we also see a lot of our owners looking to upgrade
to larger models.”
However, the Lagoon 51 is more than a new model. It’s Lagoon’s
first catamaran to embody the brand’s global strategy entitled ‘Sailing
for Change’, which comprises five segments: shipyard certifications,
eco-sourced raw materials, eco-responsible equipment onboard,
hybrid propulsion and partnerships with green projects.
“The Lagoon 51 is a great example of the direction we’re steering

Fountaine Pajot’s new Aura 51 (left and right) is the first model launched by the brand under its new Odysséa 2024 strategic plan

toward,” Gailly says. “It’s part of a global strategy we started years ago
to work on new solutions, not only on new materials but also on the
way to build our boats. It’s not about promises; it’s about real, concrete
results.”
Already, two of Lagoon’s production facilities are certified ISO
9001 (quality processes), ISO 14001 (environmental control) and ISO
50001 (energy management), while the brand aims for the third to
be similarly certified by the end of next year. Part of the ISO 14001
certification is the life-cycle management of boats, from selection of
materials and suppliers to the end-of-life process.
In terms of eco-sourced raw materials, the 51 is the first Lagoon
model to have panels with eco-sourced fibres (hemp), while the aim
is to reach 40 per cent bio-resin on the panels. Wood is sourced from
FSC forests only, while the Lagoon 51 offers upholstery in a choice of
recycled fabrics.
Eco-responsible equipment includes solar panels and water
treatment, while every Lagoon now includes ecological, biodegradable
cleaning and maintenance products. And for hybrid propulsion,
Lagoon’s R&D department is working on electric solutions that don’t
compromise safety or seakeeping in challenging weather and sea
conditions.
Meanwhile, the brand’s recent partnerships include working
with the Escape to Nature documentary team in Melanesia and
AnimaMundi, the not-for-profit organisation creating a global database
of plastic waste along coastlines.
In terms of design, the 51 features a more traditional aft cockpit
than the 55’s ‘open terrace on the sea’. However, the new era is evident
in the potential for custom-fitted solar panels on the flybridge and

Launched in 2021, the Lagoon 55 (left) features an aft ‘open terrace on the sea’; the Sixty 5 (right) is the brand’s second-biggest sailing cat
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optional hardtop, with the ‘XXL solution’ providing over 3,400W to
power all systems except for air-conditioning.
Other notable features include extended transoms that double as
swim platforms and a more spacious foredeck that can be sheltered
by a canopy. And with the mast stepped further forward, the saloon
seating area has increased so up to eight people can comfortably dine
inside.
The 51 is also the first Lagoon to be fitted with Groupe Beneteau’s
new Seanapps technology as standard, allowing owners greater
connectivity to their boat, its systems and maintenance schedule.
Lagoon sales remain strong in Asia, where big cats include units
of the Sixty 5 in Hong Kong and the Philippines. The flagship Seventy
7 continues to sell well, with hulls in the Philippines, China and one
cruising the Pacific having been sold to a Singapore client by Simpson
Marine, a long-time Lagoon dealer.
Gailly is also proud about a new Seventy 7 soon set to arrive in
Japan, where it will be the biggest sailing yacht in the country and an
upgrade for an owner who seven years ago sailed his Lagoon 620 all
the way from France to Japan.
“Like many of our clients, the owner is part of the Lagoon family
and this loyalty towards the brand is the best reward we can get,”
Gailly says. “It not only shows how much people enjoy their boat but
also how happy they are with the level of service they get. There’s no
better investment than making our customers happy and proud of their
boat.”

FOUNTAINE PAJOT’S ODYSSEY
Fountaine Pajot’s new Aura 51, which will officially premiere at
this year’s Cannes Yachting Festival, leads a new generation of models
from the La Rochelle builder as part its Odysséa 2024 strategic plan
focused on ‘innovation for building the sustainable boat of tomorrow’.
In immediately visible terms, the Aura 51 features four-five times
as much surface area for solar panels as its predecessor, resulting in
output of 2,000W. Furthermore, as part of the brand’s ongoing pursuit
of eco-friendly technology, electric engines are being introduced and
will feature on the Aura 51 on show at Cannes.
“Putting environmental sustainability at the heart of the design of this
boat and those that will follow from our shipyard was a major objective for
the Aura 51,” says Romain Motteau, Fountaine Pajot’s Deputy CEO.
“By adding other components that favour sustainable development,
such as hybrid engines or batteries that can be recharged by the
sun, we’ve envisaged a boat with negative consumption, capable of
producing more energy than it consumes without resorting to fossil
fuels in normal use.
“In the same vein, electricity generated by renewable energy
makes it possible to produce drinking water and run the refrigerator or
the air-conditioning needed on board.”
In its stated quest to “become leaders in the environmental
transition of yachting”, Fountaine Pajot says its mission is two-fold:
to build its boats using the least amount of non-renewable energy

Fountaine Pajot’s Isla 40 (left) premiered at last year’s Cannes Yachting Festival, while the Alegria 67 (right) remains its flagship
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The Bali 4.4 is the brand’s newest catamaran and among five sailing models it has debuted since 2020

possible and reducing clients’ carbon emissions while cruising to zero.
To achieve the latter, the La Rochelle shipyard is focusing on
energy and propulsion, equipment and the impact of waste, and
sustainable material. The ODSea Lab – which stands for observe,
design and save – is the company’s in-house innovation hub, engaging
the yard’s engineering office, suppliers and other partners in the
pursuit of decarbonised boating.
The Aura 51 is not only the flagbearer of Fountaine Pajot’s new
commitment to sustainable development. The third-biggest of seven
sailing models ranging from the Isla 40 to the Alegria 67, the Aura 51
is the brand’s first 51-footer to offer six en-suite double cabins.
Also for the first time, the builder has created three owner
versions. The five-cabin Maestro features the master and a double in
the port hull, and three doubles to starboard. The four-cabin Double
Maestro features a master and a guest cabin in each hull, while the
four-cabin Full Maestro has the master occupying the whole port hull
and three cabins to starboard.
The major innovation on the main deck features a 10ft-wide
opening between the aft cockpit and the indoor area, which features an
aft galley, island bar, a long saloon to starboard and a huge skylight.
“This opening creates an almost unique volume between saloon,
galley and aft cockpit,” Motteau says. “The area for entertaining is
truly immense, inside and out. This makes the Aura 51 a sailing yacht
that’s both pleasurable to live on and respectful of nature.”

BALI KEEPS EXPANDING
In late April, Bali staged the world premiere of its 4.4 alongside
its other five sailing models at the International Multihull Show at La
Grande Motte, just a couple of hours along France’s south coast from
its headquarters in Canet-en-Roussillon.
The Bali 4.4 (see Review in this issue) is the latest of a remarkable
series of new models launched over the past couple of years from a
brand founded in 2014 by Catana Group owner Olivier Poncin. It
started with the world premiere of the Catspace at the Boot Dusseldorf
indoor show in Germany in January 2020 and continued that year
with the launches of the 4.8 – the brand’s second-biggest model whose
layout options include a remarkable version with six ensuite cabins –
and the 4.6.
Last year, Bali launched the 4.2 and that was followed by the 4.4,
which officially premiered this April, extending the brand’s range
of sailing catamarans to six, a remarkable tight-knit portfolio that
currently spans from the 40ft Catspace to the flagship Bali 5.4 that
debuted in 2018.
Bali’s ability to quickly entrench itself as a major player alongside
Lagoon, Fountaine Pajot and Leopard in this sector is primarily
because of its distinctive design innovations. The most notable is the
wide ‘Bali door’ that electrically lifts into the ceiling and converts the
cockpit and interior social space into one connected area.
Others include the solid foredeck, which notably increases living
space and is complemented by a foredeck door on all but the smallest
models. Sliding saloon windows, flybridges and huge fridges are other
recognisable traits.
Recent Bali arrivals into Asia include a heavily customised Bali
4.8 with flybridge hardtop into Hong Kong for Asiamarine owner Eric
Noyel, with the boat also placed into the company’s charter offerings.
Asiamarine has represented Bali in Hong Kong and key Southeast
Asia markets since 2020.
And just when you thought Bali might pause for breath, the brand
recently released designs for the Catsmart, a 38ft 7in cat with a 21ft
2in beam that will sit just below the Catspace as the new entry model.
Innovations include twin helm stations and a lowered boom due
to the absence of a flybridge, while accommodation options range
from a two-master layout featuring one en-suite cabin in each hull to
a four-cabin layout with each hull featuring two cabins and a shared
bathroom.

LEOPARD SHOWING FULL FLEET
Leopard completed a refresh of their sailing models last year with
the launch of the Leopard 42, which recently won the Sail 40-45’
category in the 2022 Multihull of the Year awards.
Having shown the model at this year’s International Multihull Show
along with the 45 and 50 plus the 46 and 53 Powercats, Leopard plans
to also exhibit its full five-strong fleet at the Cannes Yachting Festival
in September. The brand also predicts production this year to be back
to pre-Covid levels of close to 200 units and expects this to rise to 220
in 2023.
The Leopard 42, which made its Asia-Pacific debut at the
Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show last year, reflects ongoing
input from Simonis Voogd, the Dutch design studio that also has an
office in Cape Town, home of Leopard builder Robertson & Caine.
The model comes with three or four en-suite cabins – the latter
an impressive offering on a 42-footer – and retains all the brand’s
signature features including the foredeck cockpit with direct access
from the saloon.
Other signature features on Leopard sailing cats include the
semi-raised helm to starboard, where the skipper has a flybridge view
but can also communicate with those in the cockpit. In addition, and
unlike her predecessor, the 42 includes an upper lounge following the
lead taken by the 50 and 45, while solar panels and lithium batteries
are an option.
“The flybridge lounge has been a very popular feature. Leopard
engineered the lounge in such a way that you’re not compromising sail
area and the boats still maintain the efficiency of the protected, singlehanded helm station,” says Kit Chotithamaporn, Leopard’s Yacht Sales
Manager – Asia.
“The lounge offers yet another usable space onboard and is the
ideal place to enjoy a sundowner at the end of the day.”
SUNREEF SAILS INTO ECO ERA
Sunreef kick-started 2022 by launching its first two solar-skinned
sailing catamarans, the Polish builder splashing the first Sunreef 80
Eco in icy waters in Gdansk before following up in April by lowering
the first Sunreef 60 Eco into the water.
The Sunreef 80 Eco, which has a beam of 38ft, was scheduled
to have its world premiere at the Dubai International Boat Show
in March, but after missing the event due to shipping delays, she

Upper lounge on the Leopard 45

remained in the UAE for sea trials and tests.
“After the show, we had customers on board for sea trials and they
were impressed by how the yacht combines luxury and sustainability,”
says Francis Lapp, founder and CEO of a company now celebrating its
20th anniversary. “We had very positive feedback on the silent engines
and efficiency of the solar panels. It was also a good opportunity to test
the energy-saving air-conditioning system.”
Unlike most other yachts with solar panels, Sunreef’s Eco models
feature a proprietary ‘solar skin’ that can be applied on curved
surfaces. The first 80 Eco features solar panels integrated into her hull
sides, superstructure, bimini roof and even mast.
The 80 Eco’s sail wardrobe includes a 200sqm mainsail, 155sqm
Genoa, 340sqm gennaker and 70sqm staysail. Under sail, the yacht
can produce green energy continuously due to her hydrogeneration
system, while other green tech includes custom-engineered,
lightweight batteries and highly efficient air-conditioning.
“The first tests have shown a very good performance of all the
systems – a very smooth cruising experience, efficient solar-power
system, autonomy and hydrogeneration while under sail,” says Lapp.
“Sunreef Eco yachts obviously allow for massive fuel savings
and it’s worth emphasising that the electric engines are almost
maintenance-free. An owner of one of our electric Sunreef sail cats

Leopard introduced its 42 last year and plans to show all of its sailing and power catamarans at this year’s Cannes Yachting Festival

Bali is developing the Catsmart, its new entry-level model
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Sunreef recently launched the first 60 Eco (left); aft cockpit and saloon of the first Sunreef 80 Eco (right)

(without solar panels) has been cruising for three years without
maintenance of the engines.”
Sunreef offers Eco versions of all its current range of luxury, semicustom sailing catamarans, which comprise the 50, 60, 70 and 80 models.
Remarkably, the Sunreef 80 – which spearheaded the range with its world
premiere at the 2018 Cannes Yachting Festival – is not only the largest
but also the best-selling model in the existing Sail range.
AND THERE’S MORE
Excess showed all three of its existing models, the 11, 12 and
flagship 15, at this year’s International Multihull Show and will
premiere the Excess 14 at Cannes in September.
Models by the young Groupe Beneteau brand are designed to offer

the ‘sensation’ of sailing monohulls with the living space and stability
of a catamaran. Like the other models, the VPLP-designed Excess 14
has twin helm stations aft, while innovations include asymmetric hulls
featuring redesigned windows.
World premieres at La Grande Motte included the aluminium CK 70
by Squalt Marine and the Windelo 54 Yachting, which joins the Windelo
50 among eco-friendly solar-electric cats produced by the Canet-enRoussillon shipyard. Upcoming models include the 47 and 57, with all
models available in Adventure, Yachting and Sport versions.
Meanwhile, Neel showed its 43, 47 and 51 trimarans at La Grande
Motte. The La Rochelle shipyard is represented in key Asia-Pacific
markets by Multihull Solutions, whose offerings are outlined in the
next chapter of Multihulls Specials 2022.

The first Sunreef 80 Eco pictured sailing in Dubai, where the yacht’s solar-electric and air-conditioning systems have been well tested

OFFICIAL DEALERS:
CHINA I DCH BOATS I WWW.BOATS.DCH.COM.CN I 0755-86375037
HONG KONG I ASIAMARINE I WWW.ASIAMARINE.COM I +852 9763 9100
JAPAN I WINCKLER & CO LTD I WWW.YACHT-W.COM I (045) 681 0104
PHILIPPINES I SUSTAINABLE CHARTERS INC. I WWW.SUSTAINABLECHARTERS.COM I +63 917 533 2673
SINGAPOUR I ASIAMARINE I WWW.ASIAMARINE.COM I +65 8382 9331
SOUTH KOREA I IGE YACHTS I WWW.IGEYACHTS.COM I + 82 10 8717 5738
THAILAND I ASIAMARINE I WWW.ASIAMARINE.COM I +66 909 286 207
VIETNAM & CAMBODIA I ASIAMARINE I WWW.ASIAMARINE.COM I +852 9763 9100
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Multihull Solutions

ILIAD 70 power cat off the Australian coast. The Neel 47 trimaran seen here under sail is another Multihull Solutions option

Fountaine Pajot Alegria 67 owners dining ashore in Phuket

NEW MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS
CENTRES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
The popularity of multihulls in Asia-Pacific waters shows no sign
of waning, and regional specialist Multihull Solutions has further
expanded its operations to cater for continued demand.

T

WORDS BRUCE MAXWELL PHOTOS YARDS

he company recently opened new Sales Centres in Singapore
and Thailand to respond to the significant increase in
enquiries and orders across its range of new and pre-owned
sail and power multihulls.
Located in the world-renowned ONE°15 Marina in Sentosa Cove,
the new Singapore Sales Centre is ideally situated to meet the needs
of regional buyers in the market for the world’s finest brands of
cruising multihulls, including Fountaine Pajot Sailing Cats, ILIAD
Catamarans, NEEL Trimarans and Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts.
There are also now three Sales Centres throughout Phuket,
including at the Boat Lagoon, Yacht Haven Marina and Ao Po Grand
Marina, handling a solid stream of clients looking to purchase or sell
in this renowned cruising ground.
Multihull Solutions Asia general manager Paul Stamp said it was
an incredibly exciting time for the industry with a number of factors
driving the surge in demand for cruising cats and tris.
“We’ve seen the popularity of multihulls steadily increase over
the past 10 years due to the significant improvements in construction,
design and performance across ranges offered by leading shipyards
such as Fountaine Pajot”, Paul said.
“This demand has been intensified during the covid pandemic as
people are looking to escape the city and rediscover freedom on the
water”, he said.
“Cruising multihulls are the perfect platform for seasoned yachties
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and inexperienced boaties alike to shake off the myriad restrictions
and enjoy space, safety and stability at sea, while not forsaking any of
the comforts of home”.
This year sees a swag of Multihull Solutions’ represented boats
nominated for the world’s most prestigious industry awards, including
SAIL’s Best Boat Award, Multihull World’s Multihull of the Year, and
European Yacht of the Year.

The same Fountaine Pajot yacht sailing in Phang Nga Bay

Among the nominees are Fountaine Pajot’s Samana 59, Isla 40
and MY4S. NEEL Trimarans is also strongly represented with the
NEEL 43 and LEEN 56, while ILIAD Catamarans has turned heads
with its upcoming ILIAD 60 nominated for Multihull of the Year.
Paul Stamp said that it wasn’t just catamarans enjoying the attention
from buyers, with cruising trimarans steadily increasing in demand.
“Models such as the new NEEL 43, just landed in Australia, are
capturing the imagination of clients seeking a boat that has ample
comfort and space while delivering scintillating performance”, he said.
“This latest model by the acclaimed French shipyard has
revolutionised the concept of onboard living with its innovative loft
design, and the compact tri combines the benefits of a multihull’s
space and stability with a monohull’s excellent windward performance
and impressive speed”.
The NEEL 43 in Australia is now for sale and has been fitted
to a very high specification, including performance carbon rigging,
removeable cockpit and bimini clears, air conditioning, water maker
and remote tender-lift system.
Multihull Solutions Sales and Business Development manager
Greg Boller said there has been intense interest in the NEEL 43 from
Asia-Pacific buyers.
“We’ve been fielding solid enquiries on this new model ever since
the shipyard unveiled its early plans”, Greg said.
“We’re excited to finally have the boat in Australia and don’t
expect it to be long before this particular vessel is sold”, he said.
Rapido Trimarans is another shipyard making waves with their
innovative folding trimarans and their 60-foot model that has been
hailed as the world’s fastest cruising tri.
“It’s another example of a trimaran that delivers great comfort and
luxury, but defies expectation when it comes to performance”, Greg said.
ILIAD Catamarans continues to be one of Multihull Solutions’
strongest performers with considerable interest from Asia-Pacific,
European and US buyers in the range of semi-custom, long-range
motor yachts.
Since the brand’s launch in 2019, the company has been flooded
with orders for its ILIAD 50 and ILIAD 70, as well as the new ILIAD
60 which is due to arrive in Australia in mid 2022.
The design for the innovative new ILIAD 53S has also just been
unveiled to the excitement of cruisers looking for a sporty sedan-style
power catamaran that delivers exceptional range and contemporary style.
Multihull Solutions is enjoying its highest sales in the company’s
history with forward orders across its range of new yachts stretching
into 2024. The company’s brokerage manager Patrick Gilot said that
preowned yacht sales are also at a record high with listings selling
before or as soon as they hit the market.
“The current situation, where demand is exceeding supply, is also
creating an environment where people are exploring options outside of
their original plans”, said Patrick.
“Those who were in the market for a specific sailing catamaran are
now considering other models because of the limited supply”, he said.
“We are also seeing people expand their criteria to consider power
over sail, or trimarans over cats.

“It’s certainly an exciting time for the marine industry with such a
significant increase in interest, which is due to a number of factors.
“The prolonged period of lockdowns and a sense of fatigue with
living through this pandemic has seen many people want to escape the
confines of home and enjoy the freedom of life on the water.
“The inability to easily travel and take traditional holidays has also
seen the emergence of new clients, many of whom have never sailed
before but are now keen to embrace the cruising lifestyle”, Patrick said.
“This environment has also created movement in the sellers’
market with people realising it’s the perfect time to list the boat they
no longer use or sell it because they want to upgrade”.
Multihull Solutions Brokerage division has been kept busy
matching buyers to new listings, with most boats selling before they
have a chance to be publicly advertised.
“We’re certainly run off our feet, but it’s a great problem to have”,
said Patrick.
“We have a very comprehensive program for pre-owned sales and
enjoy being able to take the stress out of listing and selling for our
clients”, he said.
“Over the past two years, we’ve sold an unprecedented number of
pre-owned yachts and seen a marked shift in the movement of these
vessels throughout the Asia-Pacific.
“Clients are realising it is not a big deal to purchase a yacht
through us that is located in a different state or country, as we are
very experienced in arranging delivery crews or shipping to any port
in the world, in addition to managing all of the sea trial, survey, tax
and financial factors to make it a seamless and enjoyable process”, he
said.
The company is looking forward to a resumption of industry events
in 2022 and has plans to have a presence at a variety of upcoming
boat shows, including the Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show,
Sydney International Boat Show, Cannes Yacht Show and Nautic Paris
Boat Show. It regularly attends most Asian events.
Further information can be obtained by contacting Multihull
Solutions Asia on + +66 (0) 918 247 966 or +66 76 238 117,
emailing info@multihullsolutions.asia or visiting the website at
www.multihullsolutions.asia.

Multihull Solutions Asia-Pacific team has great depth of experience with the top-range
multihulls it sells and supports. See also Sanctuary Cove Boat Show preview this issue
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Designs

50M Sunreef Explorer

WHAT’S OUT THERE
Yacht Style showcases a varied selection of catamaran designs and concepts –
some in build, some in negotiation and some that could stay on the drawing board.
WORDS CLAIRE LIM PHOTOS SHIPYARDS

Eco Yacht 88’ by Pajot Custom Yachts
Rossinavi Sea Cat 40

StellarCAT AL25-3

S

unreef may be leading the way in production of large luxury
powercats, yet it’s determined to go bigger still and recently
added to its portfolio of designs with the 50M Sunreef
Explorer. Designed to “go anywhere, from lush tropical
islands to the most extreme latitudes”, the Polish builder’s latest
Explorer design follows the 40M version and is designed to be “selfsufficient for months and offer all the autonomy needed for worldwide
exploration in ultimate comfort, safety and luxury”.
The 50M Sunreef Explorer has a huge aft platform that makes

the most of its 14.3m beam and the superyacht is fitted with tender
cranes, garages and windlasses to help store and deploy a fleet of
water toys including dive compressors, Seabobs, e-bikes, e-foils,
sailing dinghies and tenders.
The yacht can be tailored for divers, adrenaline-seekers or fishing
enthusiasts, while onboard areas can include a private spa, gym and
an outdoor cinema with a bar, with accommodation customised for up
to 12 guests.
Sunreef believes catamarans are the safest platforms for extended

Rossinavi Sea Cat 40
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Top row: Sunreef 43M Eco (left) and Sunreef 43M/43M Eco (right); middle row: Eco Yacht 88’ by Pajot Custom Yachts; bottom row: Slyder 80 by Mavea Yachts

Top row: Widercat 92; middle row: StellarCAT AL25-3 (left) and Cosmopolitan 66 (right); bottom row: Soel Senses 62 (left) and Zen50 (right)

navigation as all essential systems on board are doubled, with two
engines, two fuel tanks, multiple generators and two water tanks
ensuring redundancy and reliability in critical areas. In this vein,
the 50M Sunreef Explorer includes impressive storage capacities for
provisioning and a smart waste management system.
Rossinavi has revealed an all-aluminium Sea Cat 40 concept, the
first catamaran proposed by the Italian superyacht builder. Featuring
exterior and interior design by Fulvio de Simoni, the sub-500GT
motor yacht has an overall length of 42.75m (140ft 3in) and a beam
of 13.75m (45ft 1in), with a 100sqm saloon and dining area plus
accommodation for 10 guests and seven crew.
The Viareggio yard says the solar panels are designed to produce
enough electricity to supply the daily consumption of 5-6 average
American households, so can power the onboard services and
propulsion at low speeds.
In daily use, the catamaran can operate 100 per cent in fullelectric mode. In the case of an Atlantic crossing, it can cruise
continuously for 20 days, covering 3,850nm at eight knots. To extend
battery life, Sea Cat 40 can maintain the batteries’ charge status at 4080 per cent and be programmed to navigate for 80 per cent of an ocean
crossing in full-electric mode and 20 per cent in diesel-electric mode.
Fellow Italian shipyard Wider has begun building the first units
of the Widercat 92, a hybrid model designed with Luca Dini and
expected to launch in 2023. The 92ft powercat has a beam of over 39ft
and this extends when the side platforms drop, offering direct access
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to both VIP cabins and potentially linking with the fold-down garage
door to form a 720sqft, three-sided beach club.
Solar panels covering 1,830sqft deliver self-sufficiency at anchor,
with unused energy stored in the lithium batteries to power systems
at night. Wider’s serial hybrid system enables a cruising speed of 12
knots and a range over 1,600nm at eight knots or up to 2,400nm at six
knots, while in zero-emission mode, the yacht can travel 27nm at six
knots in silence.
StellarPM has announced the aluminium StellarCAT AL25-3,
a towering tri-deck version of the AL25-2 measuring 82ft in length
and 38ft wide, and offering four-six guest cabins and one or two crew
cabins.
The main deck includes an aft cockpit, a 635sqft saloon and either
a full-beam master suite or two VIP cabins forward. The upper deck
can be configured with a wheelhouse and skylounge or a master suite
with private verandah, while above is an open sun deck. Depending on
engine options, the yacht has a top speed of 19 or 24 knots and a range
of 1,700nm or 2,400nm.
Ivan Salas of Spain’s Iddes Yachts and German entrepreneur
Christian Braun are behind Cosmopolitan Yachts, whose first model
is the aluminium, solar-electric Cosmopolitan 66, which can house up
to six guest cabins. Featuring a beam of 35ft, the yacht has a 1m-plus
bridgedeck clearance and a foil below the aft end of both hulls, while
solar panel coverage is designed to generate 17kWp.
Dutch-owned Soel Yachts has designed and engineered the

Senses 48 and Senses 62 solar-electric catamarans for private use.
The company has previous built several passenger vessels including
the SoelCat 12 in 2017 and two units of the Shuttle 14 recently
delivered to Bora Bora, and built a custom-designed 10m carbon-fibre
speedboat for private use.
Meanwhile, naval architect Fulvio De Simoni – designer of the
Rossinavi Sea Cat 40 – has collaborated with Pininfarina Nautical on
a 48ft powercat for Turkey-based Epsilon, a specialist in composite
materials for aviation and boating.
On the sailing side, Sunreef’s larger designs have included a
Sunreef 100 and an MM 460 Cat designed with Malcolm McKeon.
More recently, the shipyard announced the Sunreef 43M, a ‘sailing
super-catamaran’ initially known as the Sunreef 140 and featuring a
50ft 6in beam.
The highlight is a spectacular beach club, a three-sided,
walkaround waterside arena once the hydraulic swim platform and two
side terraces are lowered. Fully customisable, the beach club connects
with a sea-view gym as well as a storage room for diving gear and
water toys. Beneath the aft cockpit, a garage accommodates two large
jet-skis, a refuelling station and launching system.
Accommodation for up to 12 guests includes a spectacular fullbeam owner’s suite with panoramic views and private access to the
lounging area and spa pool on the foredeck.
The 43M is also available in an Eco version that features Sunreef’s
innovative ‘solar skin’ integrated into the bodywork, mast and boom,
generating green energy for twin 200kW engines. Smart-power and
water-management systems optimise energy consumption, while an
optional hydro-generation system is another power source.
Marc Pajot of Pajot Custom Yachts and Wider recently revealed
the Eco Yacht 88’, which features a full-width superstructure and a
boomless rig, which also featured on Pajot’s Eco Yacht 110’ concept
revealed in 2020. Made of aluminium and carbon, the new 88-footer

with a 39ft-plus beam has 540sqft of solar panels, hybrid sail/dieselelectric propulsion, and two or three electrically assisted interior and
exterior helm stations.
Inside, the main saloon is flanked by a semi-open galley to port and
a home cinema to starboard, while the forward area includes a master
suite or two VIPs. There are also two 220sqft beach club cabins in the
aft part of the hulls that have direct door access to the sugarscoops.
German-owned Mavea Yachts has revealed the solar-electric Slyder
80, a Café Racer-styled carbon cat designed with Matthias Krenz. For
sale with Ocean Independence and expected to launch in 2024, the
80-footer has a 35ft 5in beam and a flat superstructure with ‘sports-fly’
helm stations on either side.
Armed with a 215sqm mainsail with three reefs, the Slyder 80
also has a serial hybrid drive (twin 70-100kW electric motors) and
PLC electrics. The interior offers headroom up to 2.2m and includes
a 410sqft saloon and accommodation for up to eight guests in the tall
hulls.
Meanwhile, the solar-electric Zen50 has been promoted as the
world’s first production yacht equipped with a wingsail. The first unit
is sold and expected to be launched in early 2023 by Zen, which
stands for Zero Emission Nautic and recently opened a showroom in
Barcelona’s Marina Vela, close to where the first hull is being built.
Designed by Julien Mélot, the 51ft 6in cat has a 27ft 7in beam,
lightweight carbon hulls and a semi-rigid Oceanwings32 wingsail
designed by Paris-based Ayro (a spin-off of VPLP) that can be
controlled at upper and lower helm stations.
A huge flat roof and a hardtop above the 365sqft flybridge enable
extensive solar panel coverage that can generate 16kW. The first
unit won’t have a generator and won’t carry any fossil fuel, with the
electric tender recharged by the mother vessel. The yacht can also be
equipped with a dive compressor, e-water scooter, e-foil, electric jet
boards and electric water maker.
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GALLERY

Hong Kong

A new Fountaine Pajot MY6 powercat with Millesime
interior arrived in Hong Kong through Asia Yachting.

© ASIA YACHTING

www.fountaine-pajot.com
www.asiayachting.net
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100 Sunreef Power

SUNREEF’S
SUPERCAT
While the 60, 70 and 80-footers in Sunreef’s modern
Power range are coming out of the brand’s two
shipyards in Gdansk at a steady pace, the luxury
catamaran builder moved into a new dimension with
its flagship powercat – the 100 Sunreef Power.
WORDS NORBERT CONCHIN PHOTOS SUNREEF YACHTS
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Naturally lit due to a clear hard-top, the flybridge has lots of space for loose furniture between the long bar to starboard, dining table to port and jacuzzi aft

S

The 100 Sunreef Power is the Polish builder’s largest powercat to date, as there are already bigger ones in build

unreef Yachts’ continuing growth is evident to anyone visiting
the company’s new shipyard, as illustrated by the number of
recently launched boats in front of the buildings on the banks
of the Martwa Wisla River. Our mission here was to try out the
brand’s new flagship powercat, the 100 Power, which was delivered to
her owner in January.
Since 2017, the year Sunreef launched its current range of power
and sailing cats, the Gdansk builder has delivered over 40 models
between 60-100ft including 10 powercats and is still also using its
original site in the historic Gdansk Shipyard to keep up with demand.
The order book remains full, with many of Sunreef’s clientele coming
from the monohull superyacht sector.
The 100 Power is a new landmark in the brand’s irresistible
ascent. Offering 5,400sqft of living space, equivalent to the social
space found on a 130ft monohull motor yacht, the vast powercat is the
biggest example so far of Sunreef’s ongoing journey into the world of
superyachts.
FAMILIAR FORMS
At first glance, it might be difficult to distinguish this 94-footer
from other models in the range, especially from a distance on the
water. Understandably, the brand has retained its basic design DNA,

although the T-top of the flybridge is set further aft compared to the 80
Power, for example.
However, the silhouette is similar in proportions, which translates
into impressive volumes. Figures that illustrate the 100 Power’s scale
include the towering 11ft 6in freeboard and the 44ft-plus beam,
making it wider than the 40 Open Sunreef Power is long.
The familiar design with rounded corners is pleasing, even giving
this enormous vessel a slightly sporty look. Hull one, Shimali, looks
great with its anthracite hull, teak deck, black coachroof windows and
copper-pink superstructure.
To reach the main deck, it’s nine steps up from the wide transoms.
The central hydraulic platform can carry more than 1,300kg and
Shimali’s 18ft colour-coordinated dinghy is a notable feature. A
concealed garage, below the aft sunpad, can accommodate a pair
of three-seater jet-skis, a refuelling station and various water toys,
deploying them when the garage floor lowers to water level.

daybed to port, while also worthy of note is a day head to starboard – a
very useful inclusion on such a large yacht.
Huge side decks lead to the foredeck, a vast area where the yacht’s
44ft beam comes into play, offering two L-shaped sofas and tables
in front of the saloon windscreen, as well as a large clear area with
hatches in-between. Forward is an expansive sunpad, while the whole
area can be beautifully lit at night by pop-up lamps.
From the aft cockpit, a starboard stairway leads to the flybridge,
which is one of the yacht’s most remarkable social areas. Covering
an enormous 915sqft, similar in scale to the entire saloon below,
the flybridge starts with an uncovered aft area that’s dominated by a
custom-built jacuzzi, which is flanked by sunbathing areas either side.
The area covered by the 645sqft hardtop is lined to starboard by
a long bar with barbecue and tall stools, and to port by a long dining
table for 10. In the middle is plenty of space to arrange sofas and

chairs as you wish. The covered area can even be transformed into an
outdoor cinema with a retractable projector and screen, and high-end
audio system.
Forward, the central helm station sits between companion seating
on both sides for those who want a skipper’s view through the wide
windscreen. We had the opportunity to try the helm during a sea trial
held in the bay of Gdansk in beautiful weather, although it’s worth
noting there’s little ‘feel’ due to the electric control system, requiring
you to consult the analogue rudder angle indicators. Yet if it’s acoustic
comfort you’re looking for, you’re in the right place.
Like most Sunreef models, the 100 Power is built for long-distance
cruising. With up to 28,000 litres of fuel on board, a speed of 9-10
knots will ensure 3,000nm-plus transatlantic range, while 7-8 knots
will take you over 5,000nm, although the range drops to less than
1,000nm if you maintain the top speed of 17 knots.

The huge cockpit has an aft sofa with a backrest that can fold down to make a large sunpad, while the table can comfortably seat 10 for alfresco dining

SPACE IS LUXURY
On deck, the aft cockpit and interior saloon combine to form a vast
covered socialising area. The wide cockpit table is large enough to
seat a dozen guests, while the sofa backrest can fold down to complete
an enormous sunbathing area overlooking the sea. There’s also a

Like most of its models, the 100 Sunreef Power has a central hydraulic platform that links with the transoms; the upper helm has companion seating on both sides
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The master suite’s beautifully decorated bathroom

Inspired by the owner’s home, the saloon includes a lounge with facing sofas to port, a bar with high chairs to starboard, and the galley and gym forward

HOME FROM HOME
On the main deck, the vast interior is separated into four distinct
zones, starting with the main lounge to port and a huge custom-built
bar to starboard. Forward are a professional galley cleverly separated
by glass windows, and a portside gym with a treadmill overlooking
the sea.
Sunreef was a forerunner in the introduction of luxury on
catamarans, so it’s interesting to see that the brand is further
enhancing its expertise in custom décor.
In this instance, the specifications by the owners – who are using
Shimali exclusively for private use – include a very traditional New
England style decor, but with a touch of fantasy. When cruising, the
owner wants to feel at home in the truest sense of the word. He even
sent photos of the inside of his house so Sunreef’s interior design
teams could reproduce his chosen style.
All the woodwork in matte white lacquered oak veneer and the
light brown oak floor contrast with the rose quartz veneer of the bar
and the gold brass trim. The furniture is classical: fir-green velvet
Chesterfield sofas, Club chairs, and a pink silk carpet and fancy
lighting add a touch of originality.

BEAUTY SLEEP
The cabins have been designed in the same spirit, with Paris
Metro-style tiles for the bathrooms. Accommodation in the port hull
features a large owner’s suite with a stunning bathroom.
Forward is another en-suite guest cabin with a window-facing
double bed, while there are a further three en-suite guest cabins in the
starboard hull. Each room includes individual air-conditioning and a
TV, while headroom exceeds 7ft 3in throughout, offering an enormous
feeling of space.
Sunreef provides an exclusive air-conditioning system to ensure
a peaceful night’s sleep, with a very economical (350,000 BTU/hr)
system powered by an oversized battery bank, meaning generators are
not needed at night.
Two large twin crew cabins are in the forepeaks, while aft in the
port hull is a captain’s cabin with office space and a double bed. If
the captain is part of a couple, the yacht can accommodate six crew to
look after up to 10 guests.

of the construction is self-evident: bows, forefoot, hull bottoms,
hatch surrounds and chines are all built in monolithic GRP. The
thickness of the foam sandwich speaks for itself. Carbon cloth is used
for reinforcement in high-stress areas such as the hull to nacelle
connections or the structural bulkheads.
The entire area of the nacelle is doubled by a lower compartment
dedicated to the technical elements. This technical area is accessible
via hatches in the foredeck, saloon galley and aft cockpit. It’s also
possible to enter from the forward crew cabins and exit into the toy
garage, as all the ‘basement rooms’ are linked by a passageway.
The battery bank, chargers and inverters, air-conditioning, laundry
room and even cold-storage room are installed here, with the quality of
the technical installations and finish particularly high.
Beyond its intrinsic qualities – proven architecture, oceangoing
range and exceptional space – the big appeal of the 100 Sunreef
Power is the possibility of a fully customised layout and décor on all
three decks. And like all the brand’s current models, it’s also available
in an Eco version, with solar panels and custom-engineered batteries.
In its progression towards increasing size, luxury, customisation
and sustainable options, Sunreef seems unstoppable, with the 100
Power its biggest statement so far.
www.sunreef-yachts.com
Located in the centre of the port hull, the master is one of five en-suite guest cabins

DECKS & SPECS
Length overall 28.63m (93ft 11in)
Maximum beam 13.50m (44ft 4in)
Draft 2.20m (7ft 3in)
Laden displacement
120 tonnes (approx.)
Fuel 28,000 litres
(7,400 US gallons)

Water 2,400 litres
(635 US gallons)
Engines 2 x 1,300hp MAN V8
Generators 2 x 28kW
Air conditioning 350,000 BTU/hr
Guest cabins 5 for 10 guests
Crew cabins 3 for 5-6 crew

CAREFUL, ROBUST CONSTRUCTION
If you see these boats before they’re painted, the robustness

The U-shaped galley is forward of the bar, while to port is an area that can be used as a gym due to special equipment fitted to full-length mirrors

130

131

REVIEW

Leopard 46 Powercat

MIDDLE CHILD
MAKES ITS MARK

After a world premiere at Miami in February and a European
premiere at La Grande Motte in late April, the Leopard 46
Powercat is expected to arrive in Asia this summer. A sister of
the 53 PC, the 46 is the ‘middle child’ in a powercat family set
to grow further next year.
WORDS MICHAEL VERDON PHOTOS LEOPARD
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REVIEW

Leopard 46 Powercat

Leopard powercats have a tradition of offering large flybridges and the 46 has a double sunbed aft, a covered dining area and wet bar, plus a helm and companion seating forward

flybridge. This is a great social area and features a three-person helm
bench seat in the starboard corner, while directly behind is a cooking
station with electric grill, sink and fridge.
On the opposite side is a C-shaped sofa with another teak table
that seats up to eight, with loungers in front and behind that area.
Drink holders are embedded into the armrests. The hardtop offers
shade and a mini-windshield along the front provides protection from
wind when the boat is running.

T

Representing the brand’s fourth generation of power catamarans, the Leopard 46 Powercat reaches over 24 knots with twin 370hp Yanmar diesels

he new Leopard 46 Powercat, which was unveiled at the
Miami International Boat Show in February, is the second
of what will be three new-generation models in the South
African-built power catamaran series. The first, the 53, was
launched at the 2020 Miami show, while the new 40 will make its
debut there next year.
The new family is a departure from the powercats that were earlier
converted from its sailing cat line. The conversion didn’t work nearly
as well as a clean-slate design, so the company hired Dutch studio
Simonis Voogd to create the new family.
The Leopard line is owned by THL Marine, which also owns The
Moorings and Sunsail charter fleets, and is built by Cape Town-based
Robertson & Caine, which has a long history in producing sailing and
power cats.

BUILT FOR ENTERTAINING
As the middle child of the growing family, the 46 PC – which will
arrive in Asia this summer – has the same layout as its larger 53ft
sibling, but owners won’t be sacrificing that much in terms of liveability.
I had a chance to tour both Leopards and while the 53 clearly has a 13inch wider beam and larger bow and stern areas, the 46’s interior space
doesn’t feel like much of a downgrade compared to the 53.
Although the cockpit is a little smaller than on the 53, it’s still big
enough to host a group of eight comfortably due to the solid teak table
and large wraparound lounge in the centre. It also offers a good view of
the stern, which has a hydraulic platform for launching and retrieving
the tender. It remains at main-deck height when the boat is running.
The two side passages to the bow are wide, with a high stainless
rail. Also in the cockpit is the stairway – again, wide – up to the

BREEZY INTERIOR
Inside, the fit and finish is strong, neutral colours keep the look
universal and contemporary, and there’s a charter-boat sensibility to
the layout, which means it’s designed to be used much more than a
conventional private yacht, without too many gee-whiz features.
Still, there are nice residential details like a door that leads to
the front of the boat, which Ross believes is unique on this size of
powercat. Another is the large galley aft, which has a full-sized fridge,

freezer and icemaker, two-burner cooktop, microwave and convection
oven, and good counter surface, made even more pleasant by the
inflow of natural light from the long windows along the sides.
There’s also a separate food-prep area just opposite on the
starboard cabinet that is typically used as a desk. This side also has
a dishwasher, with storage in the drawers and cabinets. This foodprep space is a nice touch, particularly since the 46 is designed for
socialising with large groups.
The saloon is long, open and airy, with good headroom. Inset LED
lighting on the ceiling and along the walls offer ambient lighting at
night. Stairs run down to the staterooms on either side, while forward
are a large C-shaped sofa and a coffee table to port plus a two-seater to
starboard. The 46 I toured had the optional lower helm station forward
of the starboard couch, offering excellent visibility.
At the rear are sliding doors that link the aft cockpit to the saloon
for an indoor/outdoor connection that extends the length of the main
deck, from the aft cockpit to the sun loungers on the bow.

The aft galley has an L-shaped configuration to port, while there’s countertop space, storage and a dishwasher to starboard

With a large C-shaped sofa, the aft cockpit can comfortably host up to eight people (left); the transom can feature a comfortable swim ladder and handrails, plus hand-held shower
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REVIEW

Leopard 46 Powercat

The master suite has a desk / vanity and storage before the twin-sink bathroom

One of the highlights of this boat for owner/operators is the design
of the engine spaces. They’re separate and offer excellent access to the
Yanmars for routine maintenance like changing oil, coolant and filters,
as well as accessing the main systems. Since Leopard used to position
its engines under the staterooms, this new configuration is a big leap
forward for the brand.
Typically, the middle child is seen as one that gets overshadowed
by larger siblings, but the new Leopard 46 will hold its own with
any big cat and its class. If you want a turnkey boat designed around
practical amenities, smart use of space and a hull for rough water, this
boat should be on your shortlist.
www.leopardcatamarans.com

The saloon forward features facing sofas, while a design highlight is the central door to the foredeck; the lower helm is optional

MASTER OPTION
Having both doors at opposite ends also creates a breezy cross-flow
that keeps the boat cool at night via natural ventilation, so owners
don’t have to run the air-conditioning and generator, for a quiet and
fume-free sleeping experience.
For accommodation, owners can choose a four-cabin layout or three
cabins including a large master suite on the starboard side.
The three-cabin layout – which features on the hull for Asia – is
also a game-changer for Leopard. Anyone who has ever spent time
on a large cat knows there’s a bit of an attitude adjustment with being
inside a long, narrow stateroom, but the Leopard design team did a
great job with the master suite.
The rear berth extends from bulkhead to bulkhead, with a desk/

vanity positioned in front, storage and then the head – with two large
sinks – situated in front of the toilet. An unusually large shower stall
gives the area a true luxury feel.
The other two cabins have space-saving configurations, with the
rear having a double bed looking forward and the forward cabin’s bed
facing the window. This design is mirrored on the starboard side for
the four-cabin version.

Length overall inc. platform
14.44m (47ft 5in)
Length overall 14.13m (46ft 4in)
Length waterline 14.06m (46ft 2in)
Maximum beam 7.34m (24ft 1in)
Draft (half load) 0.94m (3ft 1in)
Bridgedeck clearance 0.75m
(2ft 6in)
Displacement (light ship)

16.8 tonnes (36,945 lbs)
Fresh water capacity 700 litres
(185 US gallons)
Fuel capacity 1,852 litres
(489 US gallons)
Holding tank capacity 160 litres
(42 US gallons)
Engine options 2 x Yanmar
250hp/320hp/370hp

POWERFUL & PRACTICAL
Engine options include twin 370hp Yanmar diesels that give the
boat a top speed over 24 knots. The hulls have a draft of just over
3ft and are designed for rough-water running, with a video of the 46
Powercat showing it decisively handling 2-3ft seas.

In the port hull – or both hulls in the four-cabin version – the forward cabin (left) has a window-facing bed, while the bed in the aft cabin (right) faces forward
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DECKS & SPECS

In the three-cabin layout, the master suite occupies the starboard hull and features a forward-facing bed aft and masses of storage
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REVIEW

Bali 4.4

FEEL THE
FOURS

Designed by Catana Group boss Olivier Poncin with
an interior by Lasta Design Studio, the new Bali 4.4
rounds out the French builder’s modern series of sailing
catamarans, which range from the 40ft Catspace Sail
and 4.2 to the larger 4.6, 4.8 and 5.4 models.
WORDS EMMANUEL VAN DETH PHOTOS BALI & MULTIHULLS WORLD
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Like all Bali models, the 4.4 features a solid foredeck (left) that expands social space; the Bali door raises electronically to connect the cockpit and saloon (right)

SUITABLE FOR ALL SEASONS
We entered the Chenal des Minimes channel under engine, our
model featuring the optional twin 57hp Yanmars. It was immediately
apparent that the motors propel the boat with little effort, given
we were up to about 7 knots at 2,150rpm aided only a little by the
northeast wind, as we hardly noticed any difference when we turned
and headed into it.
Up on the flybridge, accessible from both sides, manoeuvring is
simple: everything happens from the helm station, which is offset
to port and neighbours a raised L-shaped sofa to starboard. Aft is
a lounging area surrounded by padded rails, while the designers
wanted to limit the height of the boom. In fact, the lazy bag is easily
accessible, and the mainsail area is larger.
Despite the cold, the halyards and sheets manage to run over their

respective sheaves, round the winches and through the clutches. As
soon as the mainsail was hoisted and the Code 0 unfurled, we trimmed
the traveller and the sheets. With the wind oscillating between 8-15
knots on the beam, our boat speed was 7-8 knots with a few peaks at 9
knots during little gusts.
When the main is set just right, you can clearly feel that the
Bali 4.4 is just waiting to be sailed. The Code 0, promoted by the
yard, brings an obvious bonus up to about 70° off the wind. It won’t
go higher because the sheeting angle logically passes outside the
shrouds. To get closer to the wind, we rolled up the Code 0, and
unfurled the self-tacking solent. This reduces the headsail area from
796sqft to 452sqft.
Despite a sail area to weight ratio of 8.68sqm/t, which is more
favourable than the 7.07 of the Bali 4.2, the difference in punch is

The Bali 4.4 had her world premiere at late April’s International Multihull Show at La Grande Motte on the south coast of France

W

Bali’s furniture and decor is continually being upgraded and the 4.4 features the option of two lounge chairs to starboard; note the outdoor grill to port

ith an overall length topping 44ft and a beam over 24ft,
the new Bali 4.4 is in some ways a replacement for the
4.3 but more for the 4.5, the very first model in the Bali
range. Aboard this catamaran, which is more than ever
dedicated to comfort and family vacations, all the attributes of the Bali
DNA are to be found – tilting door, opening side bay windows, rigid
foredeck and large chilled capacity.
As a bonus, with the size of this model being closer to the 4.6
than the 4.2 among the current Bali range, there’s a forward door, a
flybridge and aft platform.
Acting as the rear façade of the deckhouse, the large ‘Bali door’ on
the 4.4 is 11ft 6in across and 6ft 3in high – and opens electrically in
under 25 seconds. The entire saloon is then open to the rear, while the
door at the front leads to the foredeck.
Although the deck layout has been designed for relaxation with a
maximum area of rigid deck space due to the integral foredeck and the
high-low platform that extends to the sugarscoops, it remains functional,
with fluid circulation everywhere. Furthermore, the natural ventilation is
particularly effective – or at least it would be in warm weather.
Instead, we tested this new Bali in La Rochelle in sub-zero
temperatures, which meant much of the time we didn’t enjoy the
‘open space’ mode, which is one of the big attractions of every Bali
model. At sea, we kept everything closed, entering the boat via the
door within the Bali door, yet the winter configuration proved very
homely as the extra-large saloon and its big windows create a warm
environment.
Underfoot, the composite sandwich is very stiff, proof of careful
and generously sampled construction. Up front, the hard deck
is entirely covered with sunbeds. It looks good and provides an
immense amount of social space, although opening the lockers is
more complicated with all the covers. The aft cockpit is home to a
large, almost 9ft-wide bench seat, forward of the sugarscoops and the
hydraulic platform.
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In the owner’s version, the master suite occupies most of the port hull

AT HOME IN THE HULLS
The port hull is entirely dedicated to the owner and is accessed
down five steps. The master suite includes a big double bed
configured as an island bed, a dressing table/desk, a huge bathroom,
large windows in the hull, two opening portlights, and numerous
storage spaces. It has it all.
The companionway to the starboard hull has a sturdy handrail,
which is very useful in choppy seas. The aft en-suite cabin has the
same dimensions as on the port side, with a minimum headroom of 6ft
5in.
The 4ft 9in-wide bed in the forward en-suite cabin is a little
narrower than at the stern and much higher, lying almost 3ft above the
floor as opposed to just under 2ft in the aft cabin. Both rooms benefit

Ventilation benefits from large opening side windows, while headroom in the saloon is over 7ft in areas; the enormous fridge-freezer is tucked away to starboard

clearly felt. When we came up to 50/55° off the true wind, boat speed
barely exceeded 5 knots, leeway was noticeable, and the sail trim
needed to be quite precise. In such conditions, not ideal for relying
purely on sail, one or two of the engines can be used to help you
maintain course.
OPEN SPACE IN AND OUT
During most of our day of sailing, we stayed warm inside, the
perfect view over the water allowing us to keep a close watch and
the autopilot remote control did the rest. Obviously, some changes in
angle of the wind coming off the coast did force some of the crew up
on to the flybridge to make adjustments.
For the rest, we were able to taste oysters – the famous Marennes
d’Oléron, of course – while making good speed towards the island

of Ile d’Aix. The level of comfort inside the saloon is enhanced by
its generous headroom, which reaches up to 7ft 3in in places. Far
from being exclusively reserved for tropical or summer use, the Bali
‘open space’ concept shows it’s also comfortable in less favourable
climates.
The galley features a large L-shaped work surface complemented
by a sideboard and a plus-sized fridge-freezer that is another Bali
standard. The recess for the helm station is integrated into the
whole, although the table in this area can be bigger on the fourcabin charter version. Forward, to starboard, a chart table is fitted.
The ‘Elegance’ finish on our test boat included upgraded
upholstery, armrests, two club chairs and integrated bar and leather
handles for the storage spaces, all nice touches on a model that
featured the three-cabin owner’s layout downstairs.

DECKS & SPECS
Overall length 13.48m (44ft 3in)
Waterline length
12.97m (42ft 6in)
Beam 7.40m (24ft 3in)
Draft 1.26m (4ft 2in)
Light displacement 13.6
tonnes (29,985 lbs)
Max laden displacement
19.6 tonnes (43,210 lbs)
Sail area 118sqm (1,270sqft)
Mainsail 76sqm (818sqft)
Self-tacking jib
42sqm (452sqft)

Code 0
74sqm (796sqft)
Engines
2 x 40hp/57hp Yanmar
Fuel capacity
800 litres (211 US gallons)
Water capacity
860 litres (227 US gallons)
Black water capacity
220 litres (58 US gallons)
Berths 6-9
CE certification
Category A, 12 people

from large hull windows, great ventilation and plenty of storage space.
In fact, all three cabins are plus points.
Like most Bali models, the 4.4 is designed for boaters who want
a platform for enjoying life on the water, a floating home that can
be moved from anchorage to anchorage, and even from one ocean to
another.
www.bali-catamarans.com
The well fitted galley to port offers storage, cooking appliances, sinks and countertop space on three sides; chart table and working area to starboard
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The 4.4 rounds out Bali’s modern range of six sailing models
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