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EXOTIC CHARTERS
LOVELY LOCATIONS

Sytske and Bart Kimman, and Lies Sol in Phuket, won 
the 2018 Christofle Yacht Style Award for Best Asian-

Based Charter outfit, presented at Phuket RendezVous last 
January, and Burgess Yachts took Best International Charter 
Company, so they have become this year’s standard-bearers 
for the industry. Latest exotic destinations offered by charter 

companies are discussed in detail overleaf.
WORDS BRUCE MAXWELL PHOTOS LIES SOL
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Singapore-based Burgess Yachts executive Jean-Marc Poullet 
advises that about 90 per cent of their agency’s superyacht charters 
continue to focus on Phuket and the Maldives.

 “Asia’s two great archipelagos, the Philippines and Indonesia, 
still have restrictions on foreign flag charters, so until those issues 
are resolved, the type of vessels we handle - substantial superyachts 
- will not be chartering there except in very special circumstances”.

Yacht Style and Burgess Yachts are currently considering an in-
depth report on the multi-faceted regulations that cover the charter 
industry in Asia-Pacific, with a view to establishing more Med and 
Caribbean-style models which have led to significant income for 
countries that supported their introduction.

Charters in Southeast Asia, including Indonesia and the 
Philippines, are of course possible using a wide spectrum of smaller 
craft, from luxury phinisis to the latest sail and power multihulls, 
and from Hong Kong pleasure junks to quite large motor yachts 
operating under Asian companies and Asian flags.

In Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia, Lies mentions new listings 
like 39m Lady Azul, 30m Dallinghoo, 27.5m Orient Pearl, 40m 
Gaia Love, 47m Tiare, 46m Mutiara Laut and 38m Adelaar. 

But there are lots more, which can be perused simply by 
googling the agents or emailing.

On following pages we look at some of the options in more detail, 
with the accent on exotic destinations this year. Space precludes 
an exhaustive line-up, so remember outfits like Boat Lagoon 
Charters and Sunsail and The Moorings and Dream Yacht Charters 
have offerings too, and where once only Burgess Yachts stood, two 
decades ago, there is now also Fraser Yachts, Yachting Partners 
International, Hong Kong-owned Camper and Nicholsons, Y.CO and 
a spectrum of others. 

The first citation read: With Sytske and Bart Kimman at the 
helm in Hong Kong, and Lies Sol in Phuket, this multi-
national team in Asia actually places more charters than a 
fast-increasing spectrum of other local companies. Operating 

to benchmark MYBA standards, their experience helps to ensure 
clients have trouble-free holidays afloat.

Accolades for Burgess Yachts were based on a slightly different 
perspective: Jonathan Beckett, Chief Executive of Burgess Yachts, 
booked for the first very well-attended Superyacht Rendezvous in 
Asia, during the Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace 
Show in 1997, and has been active in these waters ever since. Burgess 
Yachts now has offices in Singapore, Hong Kong, Shanghai and 
Tokyo, and offers sales and management services apart from charters.

Both operations have undoubtedly provided the experience and 
commitment on which the charter industry in Asia-Pacific waters 
has grown.

Jonathan Beckett, CEO of Burgess Yachts, 
has been visiting Asia-Pacific waters for 
over 20 years, and encouraged fledgling 
superyacht charters here

Sophisticated Asian charterers 
and owners have been making 

fun-filled passages for many 
decades. Now their numbers 

are swelling
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SUNREEF 62 BLAZE 11

CRUISES 
ANAMBAS ISLES

Experiencing local hospitality, and 
open friendliness towards travelers, 

is not as customary as it used to 
be, when voyaging to faraway 

lands was relatively rare. But such 
welcoming warmth can still be 

found in the Anambas Islands of 
Indonesia, near Singapore, making 

this place a joy to visit.

WORDS LIES SOL PHOTOS BLAZE 11
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DAY 2 PULAU BAWAH 
As the sun rises, awaken to usually clear blue skies. The first of 

the Anambas Islands come into view. Arrive at Pulau Bawah in the 
late morning. The gorgeous lagoon is surrounded by really pristine 
white sand beaches and coral reefs. Swim and snorkel and, in 
between, enjoy delicious meals on board.

DAY 3 – EXPLORING PULAU BAWAH
There’s no way anyone could get bored in this amazing anchorage. 

Spend the day enjoying more swimming, snorkeling or paddle 
boarding. Rendezvous diving can be arranged. Or pick one of several 
hiking trails on the island for a vigorous jungle trek. 

The island is home to an exclusive resort project called Bawah 
Private Island. Opened mid-2017, this extreme-eco resort has safari-
tented villas and water villas that afford unbelievable sunrise and 
sunset views. Even before opening, the resort received Indonesian and 
international accolades.

DAY 4  PULAU AIRABU 
A pleasant sail brings you to Pulau Airabu, another equally stunning, 

azure-colored lagoon.  With a little luck, you may be escorted by a 
playful pod of dolphins.  And with more luck, you might catch a fish for 
a delicious seafood dinner. Local fishermen know how to conserve their 
resources. No trawling or fish nets are allowed. Just simple line and hook 
are used to fish for Tongkol (little tuna), Kerisi or Kerapu (grouper).

DAY 6 TAREMPA, SIANTAN ISLAND 
Tarempa, in the heart of the Anambas, is the capital and 

administrative center. There are many small shops, a bakery and a 
market offering a wide range of goods.

Walking through this friendly and clean place is punctuated by 
waves and hellos. You’ll be met with an openness and generosity 
that is humbling. Rent a moped, or “ojek” as they’re called in the 
Anambas, for a ride around town.

Dine onboard, or enjoy a local dinner with fresh seafood at one of 
the lively restaurants in town.  Highly recommended is to try some of 

  At Airabu there are beaches, mangrove forests and coral reefs to 
explore in every direction. And very likely, there will not be another 
yacht in sight.

DAY 5 LUBANG TAMBAN
Early morning, sail with the wind northeast to your next 

destination. The island group of Lubang Tamban is largely 
uninhabited, and surrounded by the clearest water you’ve ever seen. It 
has amazing coral reefs. Walk on the white sand beach, snorkel among 
beautiful corals, gather coconuts straight from the trees, and feel like a 
modern-day Robinson Crusoe.

Indonesia’s Anambas Group is easily reached from Singapore,
not much further than Pulau Tioman on Malaysia’s East Coast

Jetty at Padang Melang, popular for watersports like paddling and kayaking

Anambas has a lot more to offer. These pristine waters are 
a truly tropical paradise, largely undiscovered by passing 
yachties and private motor vessels.  Here you can step back 
in time, swim in warm blue seas, azure lagoons, and view 

underwater scenery unparalleled in Asia.
Cruising through the Anambas group, modern day explorers will 

come across the occasional island village whose inhabitants all seem 
to have friendly smiles, and outdo each other in kindness.  

And those curious to visit this region don’t have to travel to the end 
of the earth. An easy start can be made from the cosmopolitan travel 
hub of Singapore. Then a leisurely day-sail on a yacht brings you to 
this hidden gem in the South China Sea. Best time to travel is May-
June to October.

DAY 1 SINGAPORE TO SOUTH CHINA SEA 
Depart in the morning from One°15 Marina in Singapore. Customs 

and Immigration clearance out of Singapore is a quick and efficient 
on-water process, just a few minutes from the marina.  You can sit 
back and, after clearance, enjoy a two-hour sail across the Singapore 
Straits to Nongsa Point Marina.

At Nongsa Point, your captain arranges for clearance into 
Indonesia. You may go ashore to walk around and have a look at the 
marina.  After completion of formalities, set sail for the Anambas 
Islands.

Largely uninhabited Lubang Tamban makes one feel like a modern-day Robinson Crusoe

Peaceful evening anchorage and a smooth sea



CHARTER FOCUS Anambas Isles - Indonesia

76

the local delicacies like nasi dagang, roti rendang, smokey tongkol, 
or the popular mie Tarempa which is spicy fried noodles with fish 
and egg. Local cultural events are organized now and then, such as a 
dance or kite-flying. Or you might catch a local wedding.

DAY 7-8 JEMAJA ISLAND GROUP 
This group of islands is again largely uninhabited, and has 

numerous, wonderfully sheltered bays and coves.
You’ll want to spend at least one night at Pulau Ayam, a true gem, 

with fine white sand beaches, and the remains of a simple resort 
onshore.

The following day you’ll cruise to Padang Melang, which has the 
longest white sand beach in the Anambas. There is a small, colourful 
village to explore. Beyond the village lie shimmering rice fields, with 
waterfalls further afield.    

DAY 9 DEPARTURE FOR NONGSA POINT MARINA
After breakfast, set course for the return trip to Nongsa Point 

Marina.  Help take the helm, trim the sails, or lounge in the spacious 
cockpit or on the flybridge. Curl up with a book and relax in the 
stillness without interruptions. Then again, you might have a tuna 
striking the fishing lines, or dolphins surfing on the bow waves.    

Pulau Bawah, starting point for Blaze 11 charters in the Ananbas, 
and later on, a call at capital and administrative centre Tarempa

Nongsa Point Marina

DAY 10 RETURN TO SINGAPORE 
After checking in to Nongsa Point Marina in the morning, depart 

for Sisters Islands, Singapore, for inward immigration clearance to 
Singapore.  After a farewell breakfast, disembark at One°15 Marina 
Club in Sentosa around noon.

SUMMARY
The Anambas Islands are an amazing, authentic place with kind 

and generous people, living at a blissfully unhurried pace. If you 
like to go off the beaten track, prefer active holidays and idyllic and 
secluded survivor-type lagoons, then Anambas is the place for you.

BLAZE 11
Charter yacht Blaze 11, a Sunreef 62’ catamaran, sails to Anambas 

from May to October. She has four spacious double cabins with private 
bathrooms, and accommodates up to 8 guests.  Captain Ekachai and 
his two crew provide outstanding service. They have received high 
praise from prior charter guests.

For further information: liesphuket@gmail.com
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FAB FOUR
FROM BURGESS

Acclaimed charter agency and multi-faceted 
superyacht specialist Burgess is targeting mostly 

Southeast Asia and Indian Ocean cruising waters 
in the year ahead, although its extraordinary jewels 

Silver Fast can position anywhere.

WORDS ROSS WOLFE PHOTOS BURGESS
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socialising with family and friends. 
“The principal deck is entirely dedicated to entertainment, with a 

vast light and airy main salon, and an entertainment salon with games 
table and piano. For those looking for relaxation, there is a further 
salon with an open air dining area overlooking the aft deck.

“This is the perfect place to spend a leisurely afternoon or 
romantic evening, and it boasts ample seating and dining areas. 
A central staircase leads down to the extended swim platform and 
fabulous assortment of water toys.

“While the aft deck is a favourite spot for al fresco dining, the 
foredeck lounging area is perfect for cocktails during quiet evenings at 
anchor while sharing a beautiful sunset. The private sun deck offers a 
jacuzzi, panoramic views, and most importantly, sometimes complete 
solitude.

“Northern Sun has a welcoming Asian-inspired interior, featuring 
sumptuous tropical woods, hand woven rugs and a warm colour palette 
of soft furnishings. The lower deck features an impressive formal 
dining salon and an adjoining library”.

Facilities are not as “super duper” as the very latest designs and 
interior decors, but they are “homely”, and she has comprehensive 
audio-visual systems, satcom and cellular communications, and wifi 
internet access.

Watersports include 1 x 7m rigid jet tender with 165 HP engine, 
1 x 7m RIB tender with 180 HP engine, 2 x Laser sailing dinghies, 2 
x SeaBobs, 5 x SeaScooters, 9 x kayaks, 4 x stand-up paddleboards, 
scuba diving and snorkelling equipment, waterskis and wakeboards, 
various inflatables, a water slide, and to offset this, a gym with running 
and rowing machines, exercise bike, yoga mats, assorted weights, Bozu 
balls and so on.

Not bad for the price, so obviously charterers can make of their 
chosen voyage what they will, and have the options to do what anybody 
else on a superyacht may do for a week, complemented by a friendly 
captain and crew.

 “Northern Sun”, says Burgess Yachts, “will escort you through 
the world’s remotest oceans in absolute luxury. Impressive leisure 
and entertainment systems make her the perfect charter yacht for Shelter and shade for more open decks

are provided by strategically-placed awnings

Salon is comfortable and homely, just the place to settle in with a good book

Enormous master suite is outfitted in the same style and comes complete with a private jacuzzi

Attractively-priced motor yacht Northern Sun and the New 
Zealand-built super sailboat Bliss are also in the Burgess 
portfolio, and it is worth noting that the former holds a 
charter licence for Myanmar, otherwise known as Burma, 

which is primarily used  for voyages into the Mergui Archipelago north 
of Phuket.

Rates for the 51m Northern Sun range from US$133,000 to 
US$147,000 a week, but keep an eye out for occasional “specials”, as 
we noticed one at nearly a 10 per cent rebate recently. 

The vessel accommodates up to 12 guests in six well-appointed 
cabins, including a large master cabin, three double cabins and 
two twins, so at an average of only US$22,000 per couple per week, 
experiencing a passage on one’s own superyacht becomes relatively 
affordable.

Tariff for Silver Fast, for example, is a top-of-the-range 
US$650,000 a week, but she is a just-launched 77m Espen Øino 
design, capable of fast passages at economic costs, a leader among the 
world’s current crop of big boats.

A reason why Northern Sun is such a comparative bargain is that 
she was built over 40 years ago in Japan, then completely refitted at 
Subic Bay in the Philippines in 2015. Since then she has become a 
popular “local” charter yacht, well-known and affectionately regarded 
in home-base Phuket, in other parts of Southeast Asia and the Indian 
Ocean where she roams. 

Popular Southeast Asian superyacht Northern Sun
is attractively priced for those interested in trying this lifestyle afloat
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Bliss built by Yachting Developments in Auckland and launched in 
2009 is a 37m sloop designed by Ed Dubois, in one of his forays away 
from Alloy Yachts and Fitzroy Yachts, the yards that constructed most of 
his formidable New Zealand collection. Interiors are by Design Unlimited. 

Being a super sailboat, charterers are likely interested in a sailing 
experience, although the ability to handle such a vessel is not essential 
as she comes with five crew. One can sit back and relax in the cockpit 
and savour a fast ride as the vessel lopes across the wave tops, and later, 
after a scenic voyage taking lesser-known parts of say the Andaman Sea, 
a quiet protected anchorage and dinner on deck or below awaits.

Chartering Bliss is US$85-100,000 a week, so she is the least 
expensive of the Burgess Yachts offerings, but can only carry ten 
guests in a 1 x double, 2 x double or twin, 4 x additional berths 
combination, so either a group of dedicated sailors or family and 

friends in an adults-plus-children combination is the likeliest line-up.
One would need to negotiate particular passages, but if Bliss was 

in the Indian Ocean, for example, sailing between the fabulous coral 
atolls of the Maldives would be most memorable, or the lovely islands 
of the Seychelles could provide a fascinating and many-storied route.

Bliss has Apple TV and Kaleidescape movie server with movies 
and music, including iPod docking, accessible in each cabin. iPad 
controls are used in the guest areas, and Wifi and 3G access is 
available depending on location. The vessel has VSAT Fleet 77 
communications.

Watersports include a Castoldi 16 diesel 120 HP jet, 2 x inflatable 
paddle boards, 2 x kayaks, 3 x surfboards, diving compressor and gear, 
kite surfing equipment for experienced users only, sport fishing rods, 2 x 
waterskis, wakeboards, inflatable tows and snorkelling masks and fins.

Chartering Saluzi, at US$480,000 a week, really requires 
studying the vessel to obtain optimum results from the exercise, and 
we think the extra effort involved will pay huge dividends, because 
she is simply unique in waters anywhere in the world.

  From a distance, one’s view may be coloured by whether or not 
the emperor’s horse motif prominently implanted across her exterior 
facade is found to be attractive artwork or perhaps a little “over the 
top”, and Eastern and Western senses of art come into play here too.

But once one steps aboard, and fully understands the concept, 
some remarkable possibilities open up. 

Saluzi is a 69m former French Polynesian boutique cruise ship, and 
even in her refurbished format, she can carry a stupendous 32 guests over 
five decks, which would be unthinkable for most modern superyachts, let 
alone the 32 crew also accommodated aboard to serve them.

Interiors have been redone in venturesome modern styling in 
the public areas by Florida-based Luiz de Basto, who was aboard 
when we last visited the ship, but his cabins are more modulated and 
varied so that guests can literally be matched up, and the spa is really 
something else, pictured in the layout here.

Relatively shallow draft enables the vessel to embark on 
adventurous voyages that others may regard as too hard, and she has 
already achieved some quite startling exotic charter requests.

Wealthy individuals with a large entourage, for example, could 
find Saluzi ideal for both family and staff, and what a way to hold a 
convention with a difference. Divide US$480,000 by 32 and the result 
is US$15,000 a head, about the same as a week at a luxury resort.

Owners are a luxury Beijing property group which has other 
interests in places like Monaco, so if one can get used to the emperor’s 
horse, Saluzi really has quite a lot to recommend it. 

Super sailboats offer fast passages and only the sounds of wind and waves

Facilities aboard this vessel are kept in tip-top condition

One really needs to step aboard this vessel to fully 
appreciate what a brilliant concept she represents
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Silver Fast is a different vessel again, at 77m the world’s largest 
and fastest aluminium motor yacht. Recently launched and available 
for sale, we are aware of possible buyers circling, so chartering 
now may be the last chance to experience the crème de la crème of 
superyacht society.

Earlier Silver Yachts offerings, all designed by much-accomplished 
Espen Øino, have been bought by Middle East and American IT 
owners - 73m Dragonfly was on the East Australian coast, after a 
year or two in Asia and the South Seas, when this was written - and 
the next one, Silver Loft, is a luxury exploration yacht, so it will be 
interesting to see what happens to Silver Fast this year, and whether a 
few charters can indeed be fitted in.

“At 77 meters, Silver Fast is the world’s largest and fastest 
aluminium motor yacht with conventional propulsion”, says a Burgess 
Yachts spokesmen.

“Delivering a range of 4,500 nautical miles at 18 knots, her powerful 
MTU engines can carry her to a top speed of 27 knots in optimum 
conditions, and her long-range cruising speed is 20 to 22 knots.

“Proven for long ocean passages in all sea states, her slender 
hull cuts through the waves with ease and she is quiet and vibration-
free for night-time passages at 18 to 20 knots. Quantum zero speed 
stabilisers keep her equally comfortable at anchor. Her shallow draft 
(2.6m) makes her perfect for cruising the shoal waters of the Gulf, the 
Maldives, the South Pacific and the Bahamas. 

Everything about Silver Fast is absolutely immaculate, and her ability to carry many more 
guests at super fast speeds is legendary. This is the crème de la crème of superyachting

www.burgessyachts.com
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YACHT SAFARIS 
ABOARD 

DUNIA BARU
Bali, Indonesia. The word ‘safari’ typically conjures 
up visions of dusty Land Rovers, dirt roads, lions, 

elephants and herds of antelopes. But imagine if the 
Land Rover was actually a luxury yacht, the dirt roads 
were turquoise seas, and the wildlife included Komodo 
dragons, birds of paradise, schools of manta rays and 

pods of dolphins. Welcome to one of Indo Yachts’ safaris.
WORDS ANGELA AUDRETSCH PHOTOS DUNIA BARU AND INDO YACHTS
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You don’t have to be a diver to see them either: “You’ll never 
forget jumping off the boat to swim with whale sharks or mantas”, says 
Karki. “On land, seek out the famous dragons in Komodo as well as 
wild pigs, buffalo and deer.

 “Head to the south of Komodo island to catch a truly wild glimpse 
of dragons on the beach. They run towards you, and try to swim out to 
the tender”.

A yacht provides the ultimate accommodation for going in search of 
wildlife and adventure in the archipelago. The up-close encounters 
you’ll have will stay with you forever.

 “Having a giant oceanic manta ray swim right up and over you, 
getting close with a pygmy seahorse, seeing Komodo dragons run from 
the beach and swim towards your tender, swimming with dolphins; 
these kind of experiences are at the core of a yacht safari”.

Based in Bali, Indo Yachts works with private clients, global yacht 
brokers and high end travel companies to facilitate unique charters 
in the region. Services cover contract negotiations, itinerary planning, 
travel support, and additional requirements as necessary, in order to 
execute what clients consistently refer to as a fabulous holiday.

Every yacht safari itinerary is completely tailored to guest wishes, 
taking into account the time of year, what they are hoping to see, and 
how they would like to fill their hours. The next two sample itineraries 
for the 51m phinisi Dunia Baru are intended as an inspirational 
jumping off point for a lovely bespoke yacht vacation.

Bird watchers will also be in their element here, scanning the 
jungle-fringed coastline and the blue skies with binoculars for ‘bucket 
list’ birds, like the often-elusive Wilson’s bird-of-paradise and greater 
bird-of-paradise.

Rainforest hikes in Raja Ampat offer another chance to 
surrounding yourself with the sights and sounds of the jungle before 
stopping at hidden waterfalls for a refreshing dip.

While exploring Indonesia by boat is nothing new – liveaboard dive 
boats have been taking tourists off the beaten track here for decades – the 
quality and number of luxury yachts available in the region has never 
been better and Indo Yachts works with only the best. With 21 crewed 
yachts in its fleet, the charter broker has a vessel to suit everyone.

“Whether it is a group or family trip on board 51m Dunia Baru, 
every yacht safari is a curated expedition to the most breathtaking 
sites of the region, tailored entirely to guest requests”, says Karki.

 “Our clients are discerning travellers, searching for unique 
experiences, adventure and authenticity, but they want to do it style. 

Spectacular bird of paradise. Safari concept means equal emphasis is placed 
on the flora and fauna and native birds as well as underwater worlds

Ayacht safari is all about reaching remote places in Indonesia 
that are only accessible by boat, immersing yourself in 
nature, experiencing an untouched world, and then leaving 
without a trace,” says Nikko Karki, who founded Indo 

Yachts, an Indonesian full-service yacht charter broker, and has 
cultivated the safari concept based on client and travel trends over the 
past few years.

“Your itinerary will be framed around the best places to see 
Indonesia’s diverse array of wildlife and, with every tailored activity, 
you will be able to see something new. Enjoy up-close encounters from 
the yacht, on land or under the water, and then sail to the next secret 
spot. Total privacy and exclusivity guaranteed. All you take with you 
are incredible memories”.

As the demand for experiential travel shows no sign of slowing 
among high end travellers, luxury safaris have become ever more 
appealing. Combining a sense of adventure, exotic locales and an 
environmental focus, safaris offer guests an unparalleled chance for a 
meaningful, unforgettable holiday.

A safari on a yacht takes the experience to a new level. With 
17,000 islands, many unexplored, and a spectacular array of wildlife 
above and below the waves, Indonesia is an infinite source of 
adventure and a luxury yacht safari is the perfect way to immerse 
yourself in its epic beauty.

So, what can you see? Africa may be well-known for its Big Five, 
but Indonesia has its own Big Five in the Big Blue: whale sharks, 
manta rays, mola mola, hammerhead sharks and pygmy seahorses.

“

Luxury phinisis like Dunia Baru, 
meaning New World, are based on 
Bugis boats which have been plying the 
Indonesian archipelago for centuries. 
Fourteen guests can be carried in a 
master suite and six ensuite doubles

Master suite on deck, and casual bar on fringes of the galley

Raja Ampat was “discovered” in recent years, but finding 
an exclusive anchorage is not too hard

© MARK EVELEIGH
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RAJA AMPAT: 
AN EQUATORIAL GARDEN OF EDEN

Home to the most diverse marine eco systems on the planet, Raja 
Ampat is a remote archipelago in the heart of the Coral Triangle that 
combines deserted sandy beaches, lush, life-filled jungle and pristine 
coral reefs in the ultimate tropical paradise.

WHAT TO SEE: Whale sharks, manta rays, mola mola, hammerhead 
sharks, pygmy seahorses, turtles, mantis shrimp, batfish, groupers, 
barracudas, fusiliers, pale-tailed surgeonfish and various sharks. On land, 
look out for exotic birds including the red and Wilson’s bird-of-paradise, 
bats, lizards, and opossums.

WHEN TO GO: Year round, but for the calmest waters, best visibility 
and least rain, aim to visit between November and March.

DAY 1 - Board Dunia Baru in the morning. Depart from Sorong 
heading north to Wayag.

DAY 2 - Enter Wayag at sunrise. Explore the area, hike to take in 
the view of the natural formations. Enjoy afternoon watersports, before 
the crew set up a cocktail party on a pristine beach.

DAY 3 - Visit the Wayag ranger station in morning for another hike 
followed by a swim at the beach below.

DAY 4 - Hike to see the waterfall on the west side of Kawe Island 
in the morning, and snorkel across the equator in the afternoon. Beach 
BBQ in the evening.

DAY 5 - West Waigeo and Wofoh. Take the kayaks for an excursion 
or relax on the beach in the morning. Visit Manyaifun village in the 
afternoon.

DAY 6 - Kabui Bay and The Passage. Watersports in bay and RIB 
ride through The Passage and around the NW side of Waigeo in the 
morning. Boat tour of rock islands, jungle trek, hike through rainforest 
to look out for birds-of-paradise in the afternoon.

DAY 7 - Rise before dawn to trek through Sapokren village, Waigeo 
to see birds-of-paradise, snorkel with manta rays at Manta Sandy, and 
visit Arborek village in the afternoon.

DAY 8 - Morning island trek to see birds from Arefi village on 
the north coast of Batanta island. Walk along riverbed to a jungle 
waterfall. Afternoon spent relaxing at anchor by the rainforest.

DAY 9 - In the Misool Eco Reserve, visit Lenmolas village and see 
nearby caves in the afternoon.

DAY 10 - Visit Misool’s Tomolol Bay and cave, followed by a RIB 
adventure and last meal on board.

DAY 11 - Arrive back in Sorong, disembark after lunch for flight 
home.

KOMODO:
NATURE’S ADVENTURE THEME PARK

Revel in the other-worldly landscapes of Komodo, where dragons 
roam, dolphins play and coral cities bustle with marine life just below 
the surface.

WHAT TO SEE: Komodo dragons are the big draw but there is so 
much more. Scan shorelines for wild pigs, deer and buffalo, and look 
to the skies for bats, frigatebirds, sea eagles, yellow-crested cockatoos 
and sunbirds. Beneath the waves? Dolphins, manta rays, turtles, reef 
sharks, cuttlefish and incredible macrolife.

WHEN TO GO: Year round, but best between May and September 
during the dry season.

Komodo dragons 
can be friskier when 
encountered off the 

beaten track, but the 
park ranger keeps 
a close eye on any 

inter-action

Indonesia has many volcanoes, rising majestically in tropical settings. Sporadic eruptions take place
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DAY 1 – Board in Labuan Bajo, Flores, and set sail to a protected 
bay at Gili Lawa Darat, ready for a short hike for your first Komodo 
sunset.

DAY 2 – Have a lazy morning at Gili Lawa Darat’s beach, then in 
the afternoon head to Komodo Bay by Makassar Reef to snorkel with 
manta rays. At sunset, marvel as thousands of bats take flight over the 
jungle canopy.

DAY 3 – Today will be the first glimpse of Komodo dragons in 
the wild. Start with a morning hike through Loh Liang with a park 
ranger, where dragons and wildlife, including deer and buffalo, 

will be pointed out by an experienced guide. Relax the rest of the 
day at Pink Beach where soft pink sand filters into the clear seas.

DAY 4 – Cruise to Padar Island, the third largest island in the 
national park, from which the most iconic photos can be taken. 
Trek to the peak to see the three bays and spend the rest of the 
day doing water sports in the bay capped off with a beach BBQ 
and bonfire at night.

DAY 5 – Cruise south to Nusa Kode, the less visited region of 
the park where the dragons congregate on a beach. Take the RIB 
for a closer view and photos. The large coral-encrusted boulders 
in the bay attract some of the largest reef fishes in the park for 
amazing snorkelling with potato cod, malabar grouper and red 
snappers.

DAY 6 – The tiny secluded island of Pulau Muang is blissfully 
remote and boasts pristine beaches, ideal for exploring with the 
RIB and water sports.

DAY 7 – After an early nature hike to spot dragons in the 
nature reserve on Rinca Island with a local ranger, cruise to 
Tatawa Besar for snorkelling and, wind permitting, a final the sail 
to reflect on the week’s activities. Soak in the breathtaking sunset 
with Sangean volcano in the background.

DAY 8 – Arrive back in Labuan Bajo harbour in the morning, 
enjoy a leisurely lunch, and prepare for final departure, with 
farewells and airport transfer. 

For Dunia Baru booking enquiries and information, please contact 
info@duniabaru.com or visit www.duniabaru.com. 

For more information about Indo Yachts, visit www.indoyachts.com

Waterfall encountered during one of the many suggested jungle treks

© TOM VAN OOSSANEN

©
 S

U
N

 S
IN

G
E

R



CHARTER FOCUS From Phuket to Myanmar and Malaysia

94 95

PHANG NGA BAY
ABOARD BLUE MOON

In Phuket, Simpson Yacht Charters has suggested itineraries for 
7-8-10-14 days cruising local Andaman Sea waters, and takes 

other bookings for the Similan Islands and Mergui Archipelago 
in Myanmar to the north, or for the 100nm passage south to

Ko Terutau and Pulau Langkawi in Malaysia.

WORDS JANET RIDLEY PHOTOS SIMPSON YACHT CHARTERS 
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Some charter yachts are crewed, others are available as 
bareboats. Pride of the fleet at present is the brand new Lagoon 
52F Blue Moon, which charters for €19,999 to €23,000 (approx. 
US$24,500 to 28,200) a week excluding food and fuel, and 

comes with a skipper and hostess. The vessel sleeps 10 guests.
Launched last December, the Lagoon 52F is the first model in a 

whole new generation of Lagoons devised by the yard and its design 
partner VPLP.

“With its diamond-shaped vertical bows, contemporary-styled 
hulls, levitated hardtop and a taller rig moved aft, the Lagoon 52 
stands out from the crowd, says its makers.

“Its originality goes a great deal further than just its outer 
appearance, or even its interior layout. The salon encompasses a lounge 
and dining table to starboard, a large galley to port which leads directly 
into the cockpit, and a chart table in the middle, facing out to sea.

“The 2018 Lagoon 52F is in five-cabin versions, including four 
queen cabins all with ensuite bathrooms and separate showers, plus 
a bunk-bed cabin with ensuite head. The cabins have incomparable 
natural lighting thanks to the fixed hull windows, plus excellent 
ventilation from deck hatches and portholes that open out hull-side or 
into the cockpit.

“The master is located further aft, which has many advantages on 
a cruising catamaran. A large forward triangle allows choice of fuller 
sails, and in turn the promise of great performance. The shorter boom 
makes the mainsail easier to manoeuvre. The mainsail itself, which is 
relatively narrower and higher, benefits from better winds at the top, 
thus enhancing performance by re-centring the weight in this way. 
Pitching is considerably reduced.

“The yacht is accessed by open aft transoms, facilitating boarding 
and disembarking. She has broad side decks, with recessed deck 
hatches. The cockpit is level with the salon, and has an outdoor lounge 
and sun-lounging area to starboard.

“The fly bridge is reached either by a staircase leading from 
the cockpit, or by another from the deck on the starboard side. The 
steering station is positioned in the centre of the flybridge, giving the 
skipper optimum visibility. All ropes and controls are located on the 

Sunbathing off Phi Phi. 
Limestone cliffs are simply 
spectacular in these waters

Chartering allows gourmet dining aboard, 
and Blue Moon comes with all mod cons
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flybridge, away from the living areas. The steering wheel also tilts and 
can be adjusted to three different positions, again to improve visibility 
under sail or when manoeuvring”.

For a week-long charter, Simpson suggests heading out from its 
Ao Po Grand Marina base, and as this is in the northern part of Phang 
Nga Bay strewn with sheer limestone cliffs, the so-called James Bond 
Islands, where The Man With The Golden Gun was part-filmed, and 
the interesting Sea Gipsy Village are within easy reach. Should this be 
regarded as too touristy, there are plenty of other spectacular and more 
isolated islands and passages to choose from.

Next Pelay Beach at Ko Hong, with its inland lake and bird’s nest 
collectors. By day four see Ko Kai or Chicken Island named after 
a rock formation at one end, where coral reefs and fishing are the 
principal attractions, and on to Ko Poda south of Ao Nang.

Day five is devoted to lovely Phi Phi Don and Phi Phi Ley, 
although Yacht Style would be inclined to speed up the earlier 
itinerary and give Phi Phi two days, for there is much to do here. One 
inlet where The Beach was filmed now has restricted access.

  Sail back to southern Phuket and maybe call ashore for lunch 
at Ao Chalong on day six, and on the last day head back up the east 
coast to Ao Po near the airport.

  Other options could include visiting Krabi on the isthmus, the 
Racha islands used as a “gate” for Phuket-Pangkor Races in years 
past, or one may try visiting a Pearl Farm. A little trolling while under 
way often yields results. Simply round up to windward, to take way off, 
while reeling the fish in.

 The late November-April nor’east monsoon provides best sailing 
conditions in Phang Nga Bay, but the generally wet sou’west monsoon often 
sees surprisingly good weather, fewer people and lower charter prices.  

www.simpsonyachtcharter.com

Skipper and hostess do all the work. 
Here some sightseeing, sampling 

local Thai-style cuisine, then a sortie 
ashore in the afternoon to check out 

different island attractions
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DOLCE VITA
AND GULF OF 

THAILAND
AsiaMarine, charter specialists in Thailand for 35 years due to 
founder Vincent Tabuteau, now with compatriot Eric Noyel, has 

a potpourri of vessels available, and in the large motor yacht 
bracket, a stand-out offering is the Numarine 105HT Dolce Vita.

WORDS JOE LIM PHOTOS ASIAMARINE
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“You’ll be proud to welcome your discerning guests aboard the 105 
Hardtop, which combines graceful aesthetics, ultra-modern interiors 
and advanced high-tech engineering to deliver the ultimate luxury 
performance with a sensory experience like no other”, says a spokesman.

“The luxurious custom finishes and hand-selected high-end materials 
used throughout the Numarine 105HT offer an absolutely first-class 
experience, and the impressive exterior provides plenty of refined al fresco 
space to entertain those on board”.

  Designer Can Yalman, who has been with Numarine since it 
started, is once more responsible for the distinctive exterior styling and 
sophisticated interior.

Eight guests can be accommodated in the ensuite cabins and a 
full-beam master stateroom with sofa, dressing table and large en suite 
bathroom.

For location and rates, see www. asiamarine.com 

Dolce Vita, as the name implies, is set up for those who want to 
enjoy the good life, and her cruising waters alternate between 
the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand, depending on the 
monsoons.

Much has been written about Phuket already in this Charter Focus, 
but little about Ko Samui and the Gulf, which actually boasts many more 
attractive offshore  islands than better known ones off Thailand’s West 
Coast.

A few large yachts have previously based at Ko Samui and Ocean 
Marina south of Pattaya, but it is taking time for the Gulf to become a 
really regular charter market. 

From Ocean Marina in Jomtien-Pattaya, for example, one could 
voyage across the Gulf to the delightful summer royal capital of Hua Hin, 
where anything from extraordinary hedge-shaped topiary to elephants 
playing polo can be found.

Or voyage up the Chao Phraya River to Bangkok, as writer Joseph 
Conrad once did when he was a sea captain, savouring the vibrant 
riverbank scenes and perhaps arranging to tie up at a rice barge pier 
outside the charming Oriental Hotel, scene of many important episodes in 
the city’s past and present. There is indeed a Joseph Conrad Suite in the 
Old Wing, and one dedicated to another golden era writer and traveller, 
Somerset Maugham.

Ko Samui, most famous of the Gulf islands and like Phuket boasting 
an airport with connections to Bangkok and elsewhere, has its own stable 
of five star resorts, and is popular for regattas.

Chumpon (northwest of Ko Samui) is developing a marina, and the 
islands between Ko Chang and Cambodia are very spectacular and 
attracting cruising yachts and charters.

Omer Malaz’s Numarine, located across the Bosphorus from Istanbul, 
is a large modern yard going from strength to strength, and which now has 
a global marketing footprint. There are a wide range of models. First two 
of the Numarine 105 Hardtops were delivered last year.

The yard says they have “assertive elegance” and “virile bravado”. 
How could one possibly disagree with such a description?

Dolce Vita living 
up to her name 
in the Gulf of 
Thailand

Lovely beaches of Ko Samui



LAGOON CHARTERS
START IN VIETNAM

Hong Kong-Vietnam Race sailors are familiar with the downhill spinnaker romp 
to Nha Trang in October, all over in a day or two. But what if one could fly in, 

hire a charter yacht, spend a relaxed week or ten days seeing the sights and 
sampling the lifestyle in this lovely part of Vietnam, and fly back out again?

No hassles, and no responsibilities.
WORDS JANET RIDLEY PHOTOS LAGOON
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been considered one of the 30 most beautiful areas in the world, 
due to its combination of beaches, city and beautiful islands all 
within close proximity.

Mun Island famous for colorful coral and fish is so named 
because in its SE it has high-rise cliffs with caves and grottoes 
and startling stones are as black as ebony. Marine researchers and 
oceanographers head here, and it is known as one of Vietnam’s best 
places for snorkeling and diving.

Bich Dam fishing village in the Hon Tre island group, about a 
two-hour sail, has white sand beaches, clear blue waters and, being 
on the most remote island in Nha Trang Bay, is free from tourists 
almost year-around. Hon Lon Lighthouse is one of five oldest in 
Vietnam. It takes a good hour for really fit trekkers to reach.

Nha Phu Lagoon is in a pleasant bay 15 km north of Nha 
Trang Beach. Check out the orchid caves at Hoa Lan Spring, 
where beautiful blooms hang from rocky interiors, or sunbathe at 
An Binh Beach before heading to the nearby wildlife sanctuary 
where peacocks and deer roam on protected land. Nha Phu is also 
called Monkey Island because it has over 1,200 monkeys. The 
Soviet Union raised monkeys here to use for science studies. When 
it collapsed in 1989, the monkeys were abandoned to fend for 
themselves.

S impson Yacht Charters has launched this brand-new 
charter destination with the arrival of the luxury sailing 
catamaran Ellen Sophia, a Lagoon 560 S2, safely 
skippered by a western captain who has much sailing 

experience in Southeast Asia, plus an onboard chef providing 
gourmet meals.

Ellen Sophia has four large double cabins, all with ensuite 
bathrooms and separate entrances.

She is very well-equipped with air-conditioning and generators, 
a fully geared-up modern kitchen, and entertainment systems. 
A spacious flybridge, cockpit and foredeck with trampoline are 
the bases for sunbathing, lounging and dining. Inquire directly 
regarding rates and seasons.

So, apart from coastal sailing, wining and dining, what is to 
see? A Simpson Yacht Charter manager says that Nha Trang has 

Crewed Lagoon 560 is the perfect 
platform for holidaying and taking an 

unusual view of the Vietnam Coast

Downtown Nha Trang, 
and beam view of the 
Lagoon 560
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 Coconut Island, known too as Dam Bay, is one of the most 
beautiful beaches in Nha Trang Bay. Green coconuts are the pièce-
de-résistance. 

 Diep Son Island is located in Van Phong Bay in Khanh Hoa 
Province. There are actually three islands connected to each other 
by sandbars. The place was little known until some social media 
posts brought visitors intrigued by the tiny archipelago.

Hon Mieu Island where Tri Nguyen Aquarium and Hon Mieu 
Fishing Village are located has simple, ancient buildings. The 
aquarium was built in 1971 by Le Can, a fisherman who hired 
locals to build a dam, thus forming a large pond which has become 
a sort of marine museum.

Doc Lech Beach is a white sand stretch 55 km north of Nha 
Trang City. Here Vietnamese culture and beach-bum lifestyles 
seem to mesh perfectly.

Ninh Van Bay, where one can anchor off the Six Senses 
Resort, Whale Island with its French colonial background, and 
Salanganes Island in Cam Ranh Bay, famous for swallow’s nest 
ingredients of bird’s nest soup, are other attractions. 

www.simpsonyachtcharter.com 
Lagoon sales agent in Vietnam is Tam Son Yachting, 
email info@tamsonyachting.com

Surprising varied islands and beaches can be 
visited within a reasonable range from the city

CHARTER FOCUS Nha Trang -Vietnam
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WING SING 53’ SAILING JUNK

CRUISES HONG 
KONG WATERS

With more than 200 islands and almost as many enchanting 
bays and harbours, Hong Kong is best discovered from the sea. 
Its myriad skyscrapers never look so impressive as when their 
illuminated silhouettes are reflected, at sunset, on the dark 
surface of Victoria Harbour, the ex-colony’s iconic center.

WORDS ANTHONY RENDALL PHOTOS WING SING
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DAY 2. A DAY IN THE PO TOIS 
  Board in Aberdeen in the late morning, and head out for the Po Toi 

islands, where the Leung family upholds the fine cooking traditions of its 
original fishermen population, in one of the ex-colony’s most famous fish 
restaurants.

  After an unforgettable meal, and a rest, scale the peaks of this 
magnificent, barren island, and enjoy the breath-taking views.

  On the way back, anchor off Stanley for a refreshing swim and an 
aperitif, before returning to Aberdeen, where a table has already been 
booked for you in one of the Jumbo Floating Restaurant’s many private 
dining rooms.

DAY 3. A NIGHT AROUND VICTORIA ISLAND, IN GREAT 
GATSBY STYLE

  Boarding at the noon-day gun, in Causeway Bay, just before sunset, 
head for the epicenter of Victoria Harbour and enjoy the spectacular light 
show from Wing Sing’s quarterdeck, with a glass of champagne.

  Then circle the island by the west and head for Deep Water Bay, 
on the South Side, where a candlelit Chinese dinner awaits, to musical 
accompaniment provided by a traditional Cantonese ensemble. After the 
last toast has been made, return to Aberdeen harbor, a 15 minute taxi ride 
from the CBD.    

SUMMARY
  Hong Kong may not have the geographic spread for a week-long 

charter, but many of its more unique and unforgettable features are best 
discovered from the water, on day or night-time excursions. And what 
better way to taste the charms of this South China city than aboard a 
classic Chinese sailing junk. 

WING SING
Wing Sing is a 53’ sailing junk. She has sunbeds on the foredeck, a 

shaded mid-ships, high stern and vast aft deck providing abundant space for 
admiring the views, sunbathing, cocktails and enjoying a first-class meal.

 She will accommodate up to 24 guests. The vessel also offers romantic 
overnight stays for four people. The professional English-speaking crew 
of three includes an outstanding French chef. Chinese, Thai and Indian 
menus are other options. Prices start at US$3,388 per charter. 

liesphuket@gmail.com

For visitors and locals alike, custom sailing junk charters can be 
organized to many parts of the southern islands and more distant 
New Territories, and booking via a large agency like Northrop and 
Johnson ensures high standards and seamless service.

  Hong Kong has so much more to offer than busy shopping arcades 
and restaurants. From the surprising waters of the Eastern Approaches, 
lapping protected beaches backed by tropical parklands, to the small 
fishing villages of the outer islands, and not forgetting Hong Kong’s own 
miniature Riviera, Victoria Island’s exclusive South Side, there is plenty of 
scope for boating enthusiasts.

  It will come as no surprise to learn that Hong Kong has developed 
its own vibrant cruising culture over the years. From super yachts moored 
in prestigious marinas to the fleets of leisure junks that sail out of the Sai 
Kung and Aberdeen Typhoon Shelters every weekend, cruising is part of 
the Hong Kong experience and lifestyle.  

  And what better way to explore these seemingly endless coastlines 
than on a fully functional and luxuriously appointed sailing junk? 
Lovingly restored by its private owners over the course of several years, 
this ex-fishing junk has been propelled to levels of sophistication 
previously unknown in the world of traditional sailing junks.

Wing Sing is the perfect synthesis: luxury yachting, in traditional 
Chinese style. The best time to sail Hong Kong waters is from September 
to December, when the water is warm, the skies are blue, mostly 
cloudless, and a pleasant north-easterly breeze brings much appreciated 
relief from the tropical heat, but March to May is good too. Only the 
colder mid-winter months and humid mid-summer require a little more 
dedication. A sample itinerary…

DAY 1. EXPLORING THE PRISTINE COASTLINE OF THE NEW 
TERRITORIES 

  Depart in the morning from Sai Kung pier, and head for the remotest 
beaches on the NE shores of the New Territories. From the islets off Kau 
Sai Chau to the white sands of Tai Long Wan, it is difficult to imagine you 
are only an hour’s sail away from one of the world’s busiest metropolises.

  On the way back, enjoy the sunset views from Wing Sing’s 
quarterdeck with a bottle of chilled rosé, before alighting at the Noonday 
Gun, in Causeway Bay, ten minutes’ walk from a busy Hong Kong 
restaurant and night-life spot.



SAINT-TROPEZ 
TO MONACO

Cruising the French Riviera in the “shoulder seasons”, before 
and after the mid-summer holiday-makers have done their dash, 

must be on the bucket list of every self-respecting charterer.
WORDS JANET RIDLEY PHOTOS SIMPSON YACHT CHARTERS

Sanlorenzo 104 Indigo
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sounds reasonable, readers merely need to contact this agency 
online in Singapore or Hong Kong or in other cities to start talks on 
availability and a custom itinerary.

Indigo was built by Sanlorenzo in 2012, and her sophisticated 
exterior design and engineering are the work of Francesco Paszkowski. 
Interior styling is by the renowned Sanlorenzo team, which scours 
Italian cities for the latest furniture, fixtures and fittings.

The eight-guest accommodation is made up of a master suite, 1 
VIP stateroom and two twin cabins. Simpson Marine calls it “the ideal 
charter yacht for socialising and entertaining with family and friends”, 
and describes the atmosphere aboard as “elegant and comfortable”.

Usual entertainment and watersports gear are offered, but in 
the South of France, guests tend to focus on wining and dining and 
exploring ashore. It is all about seeing, and being seen. 

www.simpsonyachtcharter.com

From picturesque Saint-Tropez to Cannes, Port Pierre 
Canto at Golfe-Juan to Port Vauban in Antibes, followed 
by cosmopolitan Nice and more coastal calls from lovely 
Villefranche around to Monaco, owners and charterers can 

experience some of the best boating that Europe has to offer.
It doesn’t have to be outrageously expensive either. Large motor 

yachts and small superyachts often have better chances of finding 
berths during the prime period from spring to the onset of winter, and 
rates for such vessels are more modest than for the “floating palaces” 
that also abound.

Simpson Marine Superyacht Charters, which has Asia-wide offices, 
shares the central agency for the 32m  Sanlorenzo SL104 motor yacht 
Indigo, for example. This twin-MTU powered vessel charters for 
€80,000 a week plus expenses, and sleeps eight guests in four cabins, 
plus crew.

So if €10,000 per person for a week cruising the South of France 

Crewed Lagoon Charters are offered in a variety of 
locations. For a sailing option in the South of France, the 
flagship Lagoon Seventy 7 Joy purchased by a Singapore 
owner is available in the Med in August-September this 

year, and then she continues to the Caribbean, later crossing the 
Pacific to Asia.

Rates are €40,000 to €52,000 per week depending on the season, 
and like Indigo, Joy can accommodate eight guests in four cabins, 
with four heads to match. She carries a 205 sqm mainsail, 130 sqm 
genoa jib, and 458 sqm spinnaker, and power is by twin Volvo Pentas.

Ewa Stachurska, Group Marketing Manager of Simpson Marine 
and Simpson Marine Charters, points out that since its recent debut, 
the Lagoon Seventy 7 catamaran has proved an exceptionally popular 
yacht that has been in record-breaking demand.

“Built in France by CNB and designed by a superstar team of 
VPLP, Patrick le Quément and Nauta Design, the Seventy 7 has gentle 

Genteel passages from port to port on the South of France 
in season is a pleasure that is hard to surpass

Indigo has full facilities yet being relatively small, can fit into places that bigger boats are unable to visit

A Singapore owner is sailing his new 
Lagoon Seventy 7 home via the Med, 
Caribbean and South Pacific, offering 
her for charters along the way

CHARTER FOCUS South of France
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“Swim in crystal clear blue waters on beaches with impossibly 
white sand, before reclining in the shade of palm trees with a 
rum mojito. Explore one of the stunning islands of the Bahamas 
archipelago. Enjoy your own private beach picnic on one of the 
Exumas many cays.

 “See in the new year anchored off the chic island of St Barths, 
where you can watch the fireworks before going ashore for festivities 
like no other.

 “Dive into the Caribbean’s underwater paradise, which include 
some of the best spots in the world, such as The Blue Hole in Belize, 
and The Cathedral at Eagle’s Shoals in the British Virgin Islands”.

Some of these venues are a little far apart, of course, but she 
promises that custom itineraries can be worked out to suit both Joy 
and her charter clients. 

www.simpsonyachtcharter.com

and precise lines producing a refined and harmonious look overall.
“Joy is one of the first Lagoon Seventy 7s available for charter 

anywhere in the world. As an unbeatable choice for a bespoke yacht 
charter holiday, she combines pedigree design with luxurious styling, 
a spacious onboard layout, and exceptional performance to create a 
yacht ideal for every kind on adventure on the water.

“Lagoon designed the Seventy 7 to cater for a wide range of uses, 
including coastal cruising, global exploration and chartering, and the 
yacht does not disappoint”.

 For those interested in a Caribbean charter later this year, she 
says that with 7,000 islands, every visit offers something different or 
somewhere new to explore. 

“From popular charter spots like Nassau in the Bahamas and 
St Barths to quiet, unspoilt beaches, from pink sand to swimming 
pigs, the Caribbean is a sun-filled paradise that is also a particularly 
popular winter destination.

This is the flagship of the fleet, and facilities 
are simply the best that Lagoon has to offer

CHARTER FOCUS Caribbean
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SUPERB SOUTH SEAS
PLUS SOUTH AMERICA

Fraser, strongly identified with Singapore’s Julian Chang, also 
appointed Vincent Tabuteau in Thailand, and Eric Noyel to 
handle Hong Kong, Philippines, Indonesia and Vietnam last 
month. This leading agency has four exciting superyachts for 

charter in Asia-Pacific waters in 2018-19 – Formosa,
Here Comes The Sun, Ohana and Askari. 

WORDS JANET RIDLEY PHOTOS FRASER YACHTS

Benetti 60m Formosa
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Formosa, a 60m Benetti delivered in 2015, has been chartering 
in the Maldives during the southern summer, and now 
repositions to French Polynesia.

Her name, by which Taiwan was known in years past, 
means beautiful island in Portuguese, but as far as we are aware, there 
are no other connections.

Rates are €440,000 a week, and she accommodates 12 guests 
in six staterooms. The layout is interesting, and a variation on other 
Benetti boats in this size range. A privileged owner’s suite is on the 
upper deck, and there are two VIP double staterooms exceptionally 
situated on the principal deck.

In addition, a cinema, very private observation deck, and a great 
array of water toys are sure to keep guests entertained. An elevator is 
another feature, and the mandatory jacuzzi. Interior design is by Sinot.

The Leeward Islands, or Les Isles Sous Le Vent, are much-
sought cruising waters in French Polynesia. Here the distinctive 
peaks of Bora Bora are located, and nearby Raiatea, from which the 
Polynesians set out on their long voyage to New Zealand. Within the 
same barrier reef is Tahaa, where the scent of vanilla lies heavily in 
the air. 

But there is always Marlon Brando’s island, or the Tuamotus, where 
precious black pearls are farmed, and further out the spectacularly 
beautiful Marquesas, but that would require separate arrangements. 
Hanging out in Papeete, on Tahiti, where Marina Taina for big boats is 
located, is worth a day or two, and some circumnavigate this island by 
boat or road. 

Sundeck jacuzzi is a lovely set-up although shaded areas are carefully provided too 

Sumptuous lounges are a hallmark of this Benetti partner Sinot design

Al fresco relaxation and wining and dining outer decks
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Here Comes The Sun is the mighty 83m Amels 272 which made her 
debut last year. No change from €1.2 million a week if contemplating a 
sojourn on this vessel, and again, 12 guests are accommodated, albeit 
in ten staterooms.

Says Fraser: “This stunning yacht, featuring graceful and elegant 
lines by Tim Heywood and a unique contemporary interior by Winch 
Design, boasts unique features, including owner’s and VIP suites on 
the upper deck, as well as two VIPs which can partition to become four 
staterooms and three guest staterooms on the principal deck. 

“There are endless options for complete indulgence and 
entertainment. Guests will enjoy a breath-taking retreat thanks to 
Captain Michael Droszcz, Captain James Griffith and their highly 
trained and attentive crew of 24.

“From the majestic luxury to the palatial spaces, and the 
excitement of active watersports to the ultimate relaxation, from the 
exquisite service to the delicious culinary experience, the yachting 
experience on board Here Comes The Sun is unsurpassed”.

She too has an elevator, plus a grand piano, and elsewhere a 
theatre. Jacuzzi of course, and a large infinity pool. 

A further very interesting aspect is that she is heading down to 
South America, and Fraser plans to offer charters on its Pacific Coast 
this year.

Depending on where she ends up basing, this will bring the 
unusual destinations of Chile and perhaps Peru into play, although as 
the Chilean Coast is quite long, itineraries will presumably need to be 
carefully selected.

Here Comes The Sun launched last year became flagship of the Amels fleet

There are endless options for complete indulgence. The vessel carries an attentive 24 crew

Winch Design 
handled the interiors. 
This much-acclaimed 

and awarded stylist 
has customised a 

stunning portfolio for 
the owners
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Askari and Ohana were included in our Charter Focus last year, 
and here we return to their favourite French Polynesian waters, 
although Ohana is not turning up again until 2019.

Askari is the sort of motor yacht that you would expect to find in 
the South Seas, and many years of successful charters stand her in 
good stead. Another factor is that she can be chartered, for ten guests, 
for US$85,000 a week.

Built by Sermons in 1971, she has gradually been upgraded in her 
present role, and a big refit last year means everything is now in tip-
top shape.

One aspect that interested us was that she came highly 
recommended by Etienne Boutin, who has run Tahiti Ocean for many 

years. If these long-time port agents think she is a good deal, odds are 
that she is.

Says Fraser: “Askari is a classical style boat with accommodation for 
10 in five well-appointed staterooms. With special features such as a wet 
bar, jacuzzi and an impressive range of water toys, guests are sure to have 
a wonderful time on board. The name Askari is a Swahili word meaning 
Guard. She has explored some of the most remote corners of the globe, 
and is indeed available for longer voyages in the South Pacific”.

Askari won the Captain and Crew of the Year Award at Fraser 
Yacht’s annual Captain’s Dinner in 2016. 

www.fraseryachts.com

Askari seen here in Bora 
Bora is available for 
longer South Seas cruises

Ohana has a weekly rate of 
€180,000 when she returns to 

French Polynesia next year
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